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CHARLES RENNIE MACKINTOSH 


HE Mackintosh Exhibition, open at the RIBA until 
December 23, revives interest in this curious and sig- 
nificant figure. An abstract from the display arranged by 
the Saltire Society and the Arts Council, it is in three sections 
—paintings ; furniture and interior design ; and architectural 
projects and models, being a representative cross-section. 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh is one of the most difficult 
figures in art-history to put in perspective. He has been the 
subject of debate and research quite disproportionate to what 
he achieved, both qualitatively and quantitatively speaking. 
By some he has been hailed as the father of the “ modern 
movement”; by others, as yet another vague and perhaps 
rather decadent shape in the half-world of art nouveau. 


These points are brought out in the Foreword to the Cata- 
logue by Dr. Thomas Howarth, one of Mackintosh’s scholarly 
and sympathetic biographers, whom the Library Group of 
the RIBA were also privileged to hear lecture at the time of 
the Exhibition’s opening. They help provoke thought about 
a phenomenon which probably can only be assessed accurately, 
if at all, on a personal basis, and best by those over the age of 
fifty, in whose background the modern movement therefore 
has life and reality ; and almost certainly by designers rather 
than art-historians whose function is to record objectively 
rather than in terms of ‘‘ what makes design tick.”’ 


Opportunity for this reassessment is now afforded at the 
RIBA, but Mackintosh remains to some extent the enigma 
as which he is sometimes dismissed. But it is unusually 
difficult to avoid such clichés in considering him, and the 
truth is probably that, to those fulfilling the tentative “ speci- 
fication” suggested above, he is a puzzle hardly worth solving 
rather than an inscrutable and major element in the mystique 
that now surrounds the development of taste. 

To say that Mackintosh was a tragic figure is again a 
truism. Recognition here did not come in his lifetime ; 
but it is doubtful whether recognition in the material sense 
was Mackintosh’s ambition. His philosophy was_ that 
‘““we must clothe modern ideas with modern dress—adorn 
our designs with living fancy.” That has a convincing and 
even over-familiar ring, and only a purist would stress the 
underlying fallacy of the words “dress” and “fancy” if 
account be taken of the times in which Mackintosh spoke. 


But that fallacy, and with it the tragedy, remains: one that 
was shared by other “ humanistic” architects and artists 
of the period. It lay in their devotion to the needs and 
beliefs of people whom they dimly comprehended ; it took the 
form of a “‘ naturism ”’ which, alas ! suffered from influences 
(probably psychological—again, the cliché is inescapable) 
which led paradoxically to an over-preoccupation with the 
unnatural—the pathology or converse of nature, in which the 
fungus represented the flowering. It is probably this that has 
earned for the “‘ greenery-yallery ” era the suspicion and con- 
tempt of “ heartier’’ ages and types, rather than the moral 
decadence which the philistine tends to scent in an aesthetic 
which happens to evade or displease him. 

If, therefore, there is a lesson to be learned from Mackintosh 
and his kidney—and there were many, for he is represen tative 
rather than unique—it is particularly apposite at a time 
when we, too, are at last trying to achieve an art and an 
architecture which fits, and suits, people rather than things 
or theories ; it is that we must be very sure of those people, 
and must not only know them at first hand but be one of them. 

Mackintosh’s _tragedy—failure, if you will—lies elsewhere 
than in being a “ prophet not without honour save in his own 
country ’—and time. It lies in his constitutional and psycho- 
logical inability to identify himself with the mankind he 
sought to serve. This can, and does, happen to many of 
our greatest artists who become sincerely persuaded of the 
sociological import of what they do primarily but uncon- 
sciously for emotional reasons, and so fall between two stools. 
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But an even greater tragedy may await Mackintosh unless a 
word of warning is spoken. That would be if belated recog- 
nition were to take the form of a fashionable and “‘ amusing ” 
period revival of the purely superficial characteristics of his 
and his associates’ work. The wheel of fashion is accelerating. 
We are digging less and less deep for inspiration. What comes 
to the surface has not always been sufficiently cleansed by 
time. > 

We have seen in a lifetime the dreadful debasement by 
commercialism of William Morris, the Pre-Raphaelites, 
Voysey and other landmarks with whom Mackintosh had such 
clear affinity. The newer type of art-historian, of taste as 
well as erudition, has a grave responsibility as the potential 
“engineer”? of smart revivalism at a time when it is more 
essential than ever before that we should, in Mackintosh’s 
own words, make our architecture a direct expression of the 
contemporary needs and beliefs of man. This cannot be 
done by exhuming the past. 

If he were alive to-day, it is difficult to avoid the thought 
that Mackintosh might have been bewildered and saddened 
by what may seem, on calm assessment, an almost prurient 
curiosity about his work in a period which is perhaps, after 
all, best left decently in the obscurity of the art-historical 
attic. What he stood for then is being achieved now by other 
means. 


EXHIBITION AT THE HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF 
BUILDING.—This illustration shows a view of the entrance 
hall leading to the exhibition. The decorations were executed by 
the students themselves, and indicate the nature of the work of 
the. school. The general colour scheme of the hall is low-toned 
and relieved by vertical yellow drapes and lighting (see note). 
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NEW UNI VERSITY BUILDINGS, SHEFFIELD. Seen above is a perspective of the design for these new buildings, by 
Messrs. Gollins, Melvin and Ward, which gained first place in the architectural competition and was illustrated in ‘“‘ The Builder’” 
of November 27. The view is from the. south-east. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


DESIRABLE RESIDENCY 


|= Ministry of Works gave the Press 
- a sight of the furnishing scheme for 
the new residence of the UK High Com- 
missioner in Colombo. It is a good, 
elegant and contemporary example of 
what this country can do in that field— 
and about time, one might add. The 
realisation here that such establishments 
are potentially powerful propaganda for 
the industrial and other arts of the 
countries they represent is overdue. One 
vell remembers the civilised impact of 
the Swedish Legation in Rome upon a 
group of appreciative Allied officers 
during the war, everything from the 
building itself down to the glasses which 
contained the schnapps being of good 
modern Swedish design, as a matter of 
course. 

The high-spot of the Colombo scheme 
is the furnishing for the ground-floor 
rooms, designed and co-ordinated by 
Dennis Lennon for Scottish Furniture 
Manufacturers. This is of an elegant 
neo-classicism, contemporary without 
clichés and of superb materials without 
undue lushness. Choice of colour is 
excellent—an uncompromising scarlet with 
yellow to set off the Indian Laurelwood 
with touches of gilt, and some unusually 
rich but subdued “accents”? in squab 
cushions, etc. 'The incidentals have also 
been well-considered. 


"APPY ’AMMERSMITH 


A VISIT to the annual exhibition of the 
Hammersmith School of Building and 
Arts and Crafts is now both a pleasure 
and a “‘ must,”’ writes Basil Marriott. This 
year there is the usual cheerful and 
down-to-earth atmosphere about the 
place, and the level of work, including 
that of the Architecture Department, 
shows not only ability but a spirit in 
which some other and more privileged 
schools seem currently lacking. The 
adjective, however, leads near. the thin ice 
of “ recognition,’?. onto which I will not 
venture except to say that the students of 
unrecognised schools may well have some 
justification for feeling that they are doing 
it the hard way, though they mostly do not 
«rouse about it unduly. 

Hammersmith is already recognised in 
a different sense—as a centre for training 
in virtually everything connected with 
the visual arts and building. We all have 
creat hopes for it, since positive steps are 
being taken there to make flexible the 
inevitable ‘‘ compartmenting ”’ of special- 
‘sation. "The beneficial effect of mutual 


shoulder-rubbing between the fine arts. 


and design and technology are very 
apparent at Lime Grove, from its growing 
academic successes to the liveliness of its 
stunts at the Chelsea Arts Ball. 


THE ABS BALL 


"THERE WERE 800 guests at the Architects’ 
Benevolent Society’s annual ball, which 
was held at the Dorchester on December 
%, in aid of the Centenary Appeal Fund, 
and between them they have helped to 
raise about £1,500 towards the Fund 
for providing homes for elderly architects 
and their dependants. Only £10,000 
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was previously ‘required to commence 
the first part of the project, and this latest 
contribution should help, in no small way, 
to fulfil the Society’s hope that they will 
be able, in a few months time, to announce 
the conditions of the competition to choose 
the architect for the scheme. 

As usual the arrangements made by the 
Ball Committee, under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Cecil Epril, FRIBA, were excellent, 
and many ingenious ways had been 
devised for extracting money from the 
only-too-willing guests. In fact, a great 
deal of the gaiety of this very popular 
annual function is derived from the 
colourful stands of the various side-shows 
which had been designed and made by 
students of the Regent-street Polytechnic 
School of Architecture and the Hammer- 
smith School of Arts and Crafts. A 
further source of revenue for the Fund 
was the sale, after supper, of the many 
excellent table decorations which had 
been made by students of the AA and 
Bartlett Schools of Architecture. 

Music was provided by Charles Ernesco 
and his dance orchestra, and a Chinese 
conjuror showed guests some of the 
mysteries of the East. If the fresh air 
of Park-lane at two o’clock in the morning 
had made any of the guests start singing 
to themselves as they left, they would 
almost certainly have been shown some 
of the mysteries of Bow-street as they 
each seemed to be clinging covetously 
to a bottle. 


DISCOVERY AT THE TOWER 


DuRING REPAIRS to the structure of the 
Byward Tower, Tower of London, which 
is partly inhabited, it was found that the 
main beam carrying the second floor above 
the gateway has painted decoration, mostly 
in gold. There are the leopards of England, 
many times repeated in. gold, with red 
tongues, fleur de lis and small birds all 
over the beam. 

The Ancient Monuments Branch of 
the Ministry of Works, thinking it likely 
that so richly decorated a beam indicated 
other decoration, explored the wall sur- 
faces of the room. As a result, portions 
of a very fine mural painting of the first 
half of the fourteenth century were 
discovered. ° 

The human figures so far found and 
interpreted suggest that the scene was of 
Christ in Majesty with an abbreviated 

-version of the Last Judgment. ‘The figure 
of Christ, which was central, is missing- 
and must have been removed when a 
fireplace was inserted into this wall in the 
sixteenth -century. But to right of it 
are figures of the Blessed Virgin, with 
nimbus still partly gilt, and of St. Michael 
the Archangel, who holds a balance. His 
wings are of brilliant pink, and in one of 
the scales is a dark green devil. On the 
other side of the scene is part of another 
figure and a text beginning ECCE AGN 
which may well be carried by St. John the 
Baptist. In due course it is hoped to open 
the room for public inspection. 


CITY PROJECT 


PLANs are in hand for a proposed City 
of London building project estimated to 
cost about £168,000. It is being prepared 
by Lt.-Col. Cart de Lafontaine, FRIBA, 
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for the Gold and Silver Wyre Drawers 
Company of which he is a past master. 

The proposed scheme will comprise 
a company hall, with courtroom above to 
seat 90, an underground garage for about 
60 cars and an office block, the rents from 
which will offset the expenses of the hall. 

The site is at the corner of Aldersgate 
and Fann-streets. The scheme will short- 
ly be submitted for approval. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. MAXWELL AYRTON AND PARTNERS announce 
that upon the dissolution of the partnership by mutual 
consen tthe practice will be carried on as from January 1 
next, under the title of Messrs MAXWELL AYRTON 
AND COURTENAY THEOBALD, FF.RIBA, at 9, Church-row, 


3. 

Messrs. HARRIS AND PORTER, chartered quantity 
surveyors, have moved their Isle of Wight offices from 
17, St. Thomas-square, Newport to 126, Pyle-street, 
Newport (tel.: Newport 2869—unchanged). 

Mr. G. K. WARREN, LRIBA, informs us that his 
address from now on will be Municipal Architect’s 
Department, Municipal Office, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya. 

Mr. A. N. Hookway, AIAS, quantity surveyor, 
moves office on December 21 to Essex House, Kiln- 
road, Thundersley, Essex (Tel. : Hadleigh 57371), and 
will be pleased to receive trade lists. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, December 17, 1853 


REDUCTION OF WAGES: STRIKE OF 
CARPENTERS AND JOINERS.—Recently 450 
carpenters and joiners left Messrs. Mare 
and Co.’s shipbuilding factory at Black- 
wall, in consequence of that firm pro- 
posing to reduce the rate of wages from 
6s. 2d. to 5s. 8d. a day. Since the strike 
Messrs. Mare and Co. have offered to 
pay the 6s. 2d. if the men leave off at 
half-past five. They would thus be 
required to work one hour and a half more 
each day. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
CANADIAN HOME OF TOMORROW 


ARCHITECTS and architectural students 
from Great Britain are invited to partici- 
pate in The International Calvert House 
Competition for the Canadian home of 
tomorrow, sponsored by McGill Univers- 
ity’s School of Architecture in Montreal, 
Canada. The competition is open to 
architects in Great Britain and the con- 
tinental nations west of the iron curtain as 
well as to architects and students in 
Canada. The competition is not open 
to architects from the United States or 
South America. 

The Calvert House International Award 
and $5,000 (approx. £1,825) will be given 
for the design judged the best of all entries. 
Separate awards and $2,500 each will be 
given to the best designs from Europe and 
from Canada, exclusive of the international 
selection. There are also ten hon. men- 
tion awards with a $200 prize each. 

Professor John Bland, of the McGill 
School, and Professor Pierre Morency of 
l’Ecole des Beaux Arts in Montreal, are 
professional advisers to the competition 
and the jury consists of two Canadians 
and one European : Eric Arthur, FRIBA, 
professor of architecture at the University 
of Toronto ; Humphrey Carver, ARIBA, 
chairman of the research committee in the 
Canadian government housing organisa- 
tion, Ottawa; amd Gio. Ponti, Italian 
architect and editor of Domus, Milan. 
A certain number of booklets containing 
the conditions of competition are available 
from the Secretary, the RIBA, 66, Port- 
land-place, W1. 








954 


THE BUILDER 


Charles Rennie Mackintosh 


“A Pioneer of the Modern Movement” 


HAT Charles Rennie Mackintosh was 
a pioneer of the modern movement 
although under strong Gothic influence 
was demonstrated by a long series of 
excellent lantern slides at a lecture given 
at the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects, 66, Portland-place, London, W1, on 
December 10. The lecturer was Dr. 
Thomas Howarth, PhD, ARIBA, and the 
meeting was called by the Library Group 
of the Royal Institute. Mr. Brandon 
Jones, ARIBA, presided. Most of the 
people who attended the lecture came in 
from the exhibition of Mackintosh’s 
work being given in an adjoining room, 
and returned to that exhibition when the 
lecture was over. ‘The slides were not all 
of the work of Mackintosh ; some examples 
of that of Olbrich, Lloyd Wright, Voysey 
and others were exhibited for purposes of 
contrast and comparison, and there were 
also drawings by Blake to show whence 
Mackintosh had drawn his inspiration. 
Dr. Howarth read from a lecture given 
by Mackintosh in Glasgow at Christmas, 
1902: ‘‘The only true modern art is 
produced by an emotion, produced by a 
frank and intelligent understanding of the 
absolute and true requirements of a 
building or object, a scientific knowledge 
of the possibilities and beauties of material 
. .. and a mind artistic, yet not too 
indolent to attempt the task of clothing 
in grace and beauty the new forms and 
conditions that the modern development 
of life . . . insists upon.”’ 


Another thing that Mackintosh insisted 
upon was independence. In the course 
of the lecture already quoted from he said : 
“You must be independent, independent, 
independent. Don’t talk so much but 
do more. Go your own way. Shake off 
all the props, the props tradition and 
authority offer you, and go alone. Crawl, 
stumble, stagger but go alone. The props 
of art are on the one hand the slavish 
imitation of old work, no matter of what 
date or from what country, and on the 
other hand the absurd and false idea that 
there can be any living emotion expressed 
in work scientifically proportioned accord- 
ing to ancient principles. 

“The artist cannot attain to mastery 
in his art unless he is endowed in the 
highest degree with the faculty of inven- 
tion. In analysing the work of to-day it 
will be found that this essential faculty is 
most conspicuous by its absence. It will 
be found that the art of the years that are 
past, recently past, is lacking as to style or 
character. It will be found profoundly 
and hopelessly wearisome. The author 
has neither recognised art’s limitations nor 
apprehended its distinctions. It is thin, 
light, artificial, revealing no personality. 
What one misses in most of the work I 
refer to is the large rhythm that undulates 
through that of the great masters, ancient 
and modern, the sustained note of inform- 
ing purpose—a deep liberation of some 
unifying undertone. Reason informed by 
emotion, expressed in beauty, elevated by 





“THE LITTLE BAY,” by Charles Rennie Mackintosh. 
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earnestness, lightened by humour—that is 
the ideal that should guide all artists.”’ 

Emotion, invention and the feeling for 
that difficult thing, the universal, the sus- 
tained note of informing purpose: such 
phrases, said Dr. Howarth, gave some idea 
of the thoughts that were passing through 
Mackintosh’s mind and, looking at the 
slides, the audience would be able to 
decide whether these reflected sincerely 
the objective. One of the most significant 
statements was made in 1890 by Fagin, 
who said that, meeting a friend of Mackin- 
tosh, they had talked a long time about 
the beginning of the Glasgow style. Fagin 
said that the words had then come to him, 
“This is where the Glasgow style began. 
The Glasgow School of Art guided the 
architects.” Those words gave a very 
good indication of the lines along which 
Fagin was thinking. He said, ‘‘ We can 
do splendidly mimicking the old master- 
pieces ; but the question is what next ? ”’ 

Before the architectural slides there 
were some of Mackintosh’s work as an 
artist. Of the first of these Dr. Howarth 
said that Mackintosh had thrown some 
paint on paper and had developed it into 
a picture of cabbages in an orchard. The 
next slide was of a tree that had been 
developed ito the Tree of Influence. This 
was a piece of symbolism. 

Coming to architectural subjects, the 
lecturer said it was extraordinary that the 
Glasgow School of Art, designed in 1896, 
had attracted so little notice. 'This might 
be because the school was only half built 
at the time and remained in that condition 
for ten years. 


T. S. ELIOT’S VIEWS 


Showing further slides of this building 
with others of Doune Castle and the 
Rutherglen Town Hall, Dr. Howarth 
read from an essay by T. S. Eliot (1917) : 
‘*. .. Tradition involves .. . the historical 
sense, which one may call nearly indis- 
pensable to anyone who would continue 
to be a poet beyond his twenty-fifth year, 
and the historical sense involves a per- 
ception not only of the pastness of the 
past, but of its presence. 

‘“’'The historical sense compels a man to 
write not only with his own generation in 
his bones, but with a feeling that the whole 
of the literature of Europe from Homer— 
and within it the whole of the literature of 
his own country—has a simultaneous exist- 
ence and occupies a simultaneous order.” 

This sense of the historical, said Dr. 
Howarth, Mackintosh had in a high degree. 
The work he produced belonged un- 
mistakeably to the Scottish tradition. 

The Gothic slides were followed by ane 
of a design for a concert hall prepared for a 
competition in 1898. ‘This was for a 
hall 108 ft. in diameter and covered by a 
flatdome. 'The design was not accepted ; 
a wholly different one by Miller was pre- 
ferred. Comparing Mackintosh’s design 
with Olbrich’s secession house, Dr. 
Howarth reminded his audience that it 
had been said that Olbrich had broken 
the ice and set free the storm of the new 
movement in architecture. 

Slides illustrating other work were 
shown. Among the points mentioned 
was Mackintosh’s interest in iron and glass 
and, in connection with this, his statement 
that the artist should be a craft worker. 
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One slide showed a very early use of the 
cantilever, others his fondness for white 
spaces. "There was a staircase in the 
Chelsea studios of which John Summerson 
had written: ‘In the curious central 
staircase the lily-stem begins to take 
charge ; the balustrades not content with 
their function grow to a stupendous height 
and become a stalky palisade. Here one 
begins to grow apprehensive, and 
in the library the lily theme becomes 
formidable. This is certainly an extra- 
ordinary and memorable room—a com- 
plex cage of thin lines into which light 
filters from remote steep windows across 
a gallery, while from the ceiling lily-stems 
stream down to hold the light fittings.”’ 

There was a gap in Mackintosh’s life. 
His busiest time was from 1896 to 1906. 
Then came a period of ten years during 
which he did very little. He spent some 
years in Vienna and had an influence on 
Olbrich and other architects there. In 
1916 he produced an extension to a little 
house, introducing a triangular motif 
taken from Hopkins. This change from 
square to triangle was also seen in his 
paintings of the same period. 


DISCUSSION 


THE CHAIRMAN thanked Dr. Howarth 
in the name of the audience. A staircase 
designed by Voysey had been compared 
with that designed by Mackintosh. But 
Voysey’s had been designed in 1899 and 
Mackintosh’s in 1891. Some of the 
slides showed a curious display of space in 
miniature, achieved by mirrors, screens 
and so on. The only place in London 
comparable was Sir John Soane’s museum. 
What was it that went wrong with the 
people of Ruskin’s generation that they 
started off full of enthusiasm and then their 
work fizzled out? This had happened to 
Mackintosh, Voysey, Sullivan and others. 

Another speaker said that Lloyd Wright 
and Lutyens had a break about that time. 

A point made by another member of the 
audience was that Mackintosh’s detail 
was meretricious but his general design 
was strong, firm and masculine. 

When lecturing some years ago to some 
young Scottish architects, said another 
speaker, he had shown some slides, and 
one of the young architects had remarked, 
‘“‘T never realised at the time that the sort 
of stuff I and others were doing as students 
was really Mackintosh clichés.” 

Referring to some remarks about Mack- 
intosh’s visit to Vienna, Dr. HOWARTH 
said that Hoffmann and Olbrich had gone 
a long way when Mackintosh arrived on 
the scene. If he accomplished anything 
it was light motifs, white interiors and so 
on. In the early 1900’s the Viennese had 
developed a distinct school of interior 
design. 

Dr. HowarTH said the contribution 
made by Mackintosh was towards uniform- 
ity. He made the whole thing harmoni- 
ous. 

Other points were raised. Speaking of 
Mackintosh apart from his work, Dr. 
Howarth said that he was a jolly man and 
fond of music. It was said that he swung 
the bottle. But lecturing in Glasgow, 
and saying that Mackintosh had drunk 
too much, he (Dr. Howarth) had received 
an angry letter in which the writer said, 
‘Mackintosh did not drink as much as I.” 
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Architecture and the Public 
A Layman’s Views 


”  lagieh seems to be missing from so 

much architecture to-day is the 
power to excite the emotions. A building 
should be a supreme work of art: too 
often it seems to be a piece of hackwork— 
dull, unexciting, seldom moving the 
passer-by to any emotion, even to anger. 
We have exorcised the Romantic: when 
shall we again admit that it has a place in 
life and in architecture ?”’ This point was 
made by Mr. IAN M. Les.ie, Hon. 
ARIBA (Editor of The Builder) in the 
course of an address entitled, “‘ Outside 
the Bars’’ delivered to the Edinburgh 
Architectural Associations on December 4. 
Mr. Thomas W. Marwick, AA.Dipl., 
FRIBA, FRIAS (President), was in the 
chair. 

In introducing his remarks, the speaker 
compared architects to “ those magnificent 
creatures, the lions,’’ who padded within 
their prison walls at the Zoo—walls 
represented, in the case of architects, by 
the four factors of controls, costs, pro- 
fessional status, and relations with the 
public. The fifth side of the cage was 
the floor (on which, thought the public, 
architects had their feet all too seldom as 
they climbed the trees of fancy and the 
phoney rocks kindly provided for them) and 
the sixth side was open, in the case of the 
architect in private practice, to the sky, 
the sun and the rain. ‘“ For the official 
architect there is some kind of protective 
material stretched over the top of the cage ; 
this, if it keeps out some of the rain, may 
also keep off a little of the sunshine which 
enlivens private architectural practice.” 

Referring to the first of the figuratively 
emprisoning walls, building controls, these 
had done much (said the speaker) by 
pushing up cost, creating delays and pro- 
ducing all-round frustration to lower 
general public esteem for the industry 
in general and for the architectural pro- 
fession as the titular head of the industry 
in particular. Controls also had offered 
a convenient alibi for the inactive faint- 
hearts which in some cases had been too 
readily accepted. Worse still, they had 
produced a bleakness of mind in many 
architects, especially among the younger 
generation. Controls were not good for 
architecture which abhorred the excessive 
use of the unbroken line as being the 
shortest, cheapest and nastiest distance 
between two points. ‘*I just do not believe 
that great architecture springs from rigid 
economy,” said the speaker. Architec- 
ture had a spiritual as well as a physical 
function to fulfil. 


CONTROL BY COST 


‘‘It is fortunate, therefore, that legislative 
controls over building are on the way out, and 
normally the course of architecture should be 
set fair for a return to more gracious forms of 
design,”” Mr. Leslie continued. ‘‘ But there 
yet remains an even more potent form of 
control—control by cost, and with this control 
the architect must be vitally concerned, both 
on his own behalf as influencing his art, and 
on account of the nation. Cost of building is 
affected by the factors of design, management, 
and cost of materials and wages, and any 
lowering of building cost must come through 
these. It seems to me unlikely that wage 


levels will drop, nor do we want to see them 
do so ; the higher status the building operative 
can win, in terms of money and public esti- 
mation, the better it is for the industry, which 
needs to attract more of the best kind of boys 
coming into the labour market. When I saw 
the UN building in New York three years ago, 
I was told that most of the cars parked round 
the site belonged to the masons and brick- 
layers. And why not? Yet over here, if a 
brickie has a T'V aerial on his house, there are 
those who think he is being overpaid. We 
shall never get the best of our young men into 
building while this outlook prevails. 

“What is essential is that labour while 
being paid well, should produce more, both 
in terms of materials and equipment needed 
for construction and of the process of assemb- 
ling them to make a building. This brings us 
straight to Management. Building manage- 
ment is the province of the building con- 
tractor who, by his organisation of labour 
materials and sub-contractors can produce a 
smooth-running and economical job, or a 
streaky, expensive one. Builders vary, as we 
all know, but it is difficult for even the most 
competent to make his best showing without 
the intelligent help of the architect. Too 
many builders that I meet complain of lack 
of co-operation by architects ; one contractor 
I know has his own private rating of archi- 
tects, and adds X per cent. to one tender 
figure and takes Y per cent. off another 
depending on the efficiency and fairness of the 
architect. Quantity surveyors are similarly 
listed. 

** Most architects, when faced with a com- 
plaint of delay in providing necessary draw- 
ings for a job, will plead an indecisive client 
who will never make up his mind. Having 
recently been a building client in a small way 
I have some sympathy with the building 
owner—faced as he is with difficulties of build- 
ing licences, materials, cost and, worst of all, 
of the seeming impossibility of setting a limit 
upon his outlay. Yet these very anxieties 
make him respect the more the architect who 
knows what he is about and who, having fully 
understood the client’s wishes, thereafter 
takes a firm line when it comes to executing 
them, especially when it comes to dissuading 
from going ahead with constriction before 
the drawings are ready and the builder’s 
work is organised. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


“* We now come to the matters of the archi- 
tect’s professional status and relations with the 
public. There is some confusion in the 
public mind as to what the architect is and 
what he does ; can I suggest that the architect’s 
job is to do just three things :— 

(1) To interpret the client’s wishes in such 
a way that the accommodation and services 
required are provided in a building which 
while offering offence to none, gives a spiritual 
uplift to some of those who pass by ; 

(2) To see that the building is erected at the 
lowest cost commensurate with its character 
and purpose ; 

(3) ‘To ensure that those who assemble the 
building have all possible assistance in doing 
their complicated and difficult job. 

_ “The first point revolves round the ques- 
tion of architectural education and leads to 
the consideration of two factors—the suit- 
ability of candidates who present themselves 
for admission to the architectural schools 
and the curricula of those schools. It seems 
to me (said the speaker) that it is the intensity 
of the student’s desire to build rather than to 
design that should guide his mentors in assess- 
ing his chances of ultimate success as an 
architect. No one whose interest in things 
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INSURANCE BUILDING, GEORGE STREET, EDINBURGH. 


Shown above is a perspective of the new building proposed for a site on George-street 


at the corner of Frederick-st. 


The design, by Mr. T. Waller Marwick, AADipl, 


FRIBA, FRIAS, is frankly a compromise between the original scheme designed by 
Mr. Marwick, which was approved by the Scottish Fine Art Commission, and a 
second design by Mr. Howard Robertson, ARA, PRIBA, prepared to meet the clients’ 


wish for larger window area. 


The angle cut-away is a requirement by the Corporation. 


The cost of the building is estimated at £100,000. Mr. Marwick’s chief assistant 

is Mr. Fohn Okell, ARIBA ; the consulting civil engineers, Messrs. Kinnear and 

Gordon ; the consulting heating and ventilating engineers, Messrs. Ian Hunter and 

Partners; and the quantity surveyors, Sir William Baird and Partners, all of Edinburgh. 
The scheme came before the Dean of Guild Court on December 11. 


is greater than his interest in people should be 
permitted within the doors of a school of 
architecture, and the same test should be 
applied to those who teach. 

““'The second duty of the architect as I 
conceive it—to keep down cost—raises a 
number of knotty problems, some of them 
concerned with consultants, Building is often 
to-day so complicated in its construction and 
in the services required as to be beyond the 
powers of any one man to design it, without 
professional assistance from engineers— 
structural and otherwise. All too often it is 
the case that, in order to avoid a show-down 
with a client, consultants’ fees are hidden 
away in nominated subcontracts. All design 
has to be paid for, whoever does it, and by 
bringing this hard fact to their clients’ atten- 
tion, architects could in many cases save more 
than the amount of the consultants’ fees by 
getting keener prices through competitive 
tenders for the subcontracted work. 

‘““ Mr. Howard Robertson had something to 
say in his RIBA inaugural address on this 
matter, particularly with regard to an all-in 
fee to include for necessary consultant ser- 
vices, but this is bound to be difficult to 
operate. A more workable method might 
be for more architects and structural engineers 
to go into partnership ; each profession would 
then fall into its proper place and some of the 
present jealousies be abated.” — 

In so far as large-scale building to-day was 
rapidly becoming a mere process of assembly, 


there was much to be said for paying the 
general contractor a fee for supervising this 
process, but for the present, we could start 
on the process of reduction of building costs 
by abandoning the rise and fall clause. ‘‘ Only 
when we get back to this practice shall we give 
the general contractor an incentive to keep up 
production and keep down costs. When every 
rise in wages or increase in materials is 
automatically passed on to the unfortunate 
building owner, there can be no downward 
pressure exerted on labour or on sub-con- 
tractors. 

** A useful lead could here be given by the 
architect were he himself to accept a fixed 
fee for designing and supervising the erection 
of his buildings—the fee to be based on an 
agreed estimate,’’ continued Mr. Leslie. ‘‘ At 
present the architect is remunerated on a 
sliding scaie and is seen to benefit by every 
extra pound that the building costs. Why this 
should be is hard to understand. For example, 
if between preparing the working drawings 
and the start of a building next spring the 
operatives were to be awarded the extra ga. 
per hour which they are now seeking, it 
would automatically add about 10 per cent. 
to the architect’s fee, for which he would have 
done nothing. This kind of thing is not 
understood or well received by the public. 

** Architects should consider this matter 
carefully, remembering that while _ their 
motives and actions are pure, they should 
also be seen to be pure. No finer 
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lead could be given to the campaign to reduce 
building costs than for the architect—the 
leader of the building team—to submit him- 
self to the same discipline in the matter of 
remuneration as he expects his builders and 
sub-contractors to follow.” 

The third part of the architect’s duty—io 
assist his construction team to function 
smoothly—could best be done by his givirg 
information and drawings that are detailed 
and precise, and by giving them in good time. 
It was the architect’s duty to manage his 
client as well as the building ; mismanage- 
ment of the one was invariably reflected in the 
mismanagement of the other. Architects 
could do much to help the progress of the jo» 
by remembering that they, too, were human 
beings. ‘They should work with the builder, 
and particularly with the foreman, as closely 
as possible. 


RELATIONS WITH PUBLIC 


Speaking on what he considered to be the 
crux of the matter—the architect’s relation- 
ship with the public—the lecturer thought 
that there was one hopeful sign—the word 
** architect’ was becoming better known 
‘“One must admit” the speaker continued. 
“‘ that the architect, being part artist and part 
business man, suffers from the persistence 
with which people will get it the wrong way 
round.’ Thus his client looks upon him as 
a business man and the builder too often 
regards him as an artist—with all that that 
entails ! My own view is that architects would 
do well to consider carefully where, in their 
public relations work, they should place the 
emphasis. Assessment of artistic values is a 
variable on which there can never be a con- 
sensus of opinion; when even architects 
themselves cannot agree on the merits of a 
great undertaking such as Coventry Cathedral, 
how can the ordinary man fail to be confused, 
or do other than cling to what is archi- 
tecturally familiar? On the other hand, 
everyone knows whether a building is con- 
venient and pleasant to work or to live in; 
they can appreciate readily enough if its cost 
comes out at or near the estimated price ; and 
they will soon discover if it has been well 
built. These are the things to which the 
architectural profession should address itself. 
Let architects be silent on their peculiar 
God-given function to create visual beauty 
and add to the sum total of fine building, 
while seeing that their every design is instinct 
with that quality. The magician astounds with 
his tricks, but does not talk about how the 
rabbit gets into the hat. 

‘That apart, the Press, the radio and tele- 
vision are all allies which should be used for 
keeping architecture in the public eye. It is a 
great pity that architecture, as it appears in 
broadcast talks on the English air, is made to 
sound so dry and sterile, so remote from life. 
It is, of course, a fact that it is not easy to 
publicise architecture without also publicising 
architects. Do our professional institutes 
worry a little overmuch about this ? The more 
good architecture that is illustrated the better 
for all architects, and not only for those whose 
work is shown.” 


In conclusion, the speaker said : 


**T plead again that humanity, as distinct 
from a mere ability to draw, should be put 
at the top of the qualities deemed desirable 
in an architectural student, for there is that in 
the human being, and especially in. the archi- 
tect, which, though his body be hemmed 
in by the four walls of a cage, still enables his 
creative soul to soar to the heavens, to the 
profit and spiritual regeneration of his fellow- 
men. 

A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. 
Stewart Sim, FRIAS, and seconded by 
Lt.-Col. G. Lawrence, ARIBA, MTPI. 
Mr. Alan Reiach, Mr. Eric Hall, Mr. Robert 
Morton and the President were among those 
who joined in the discussion. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ARCHITECTS AND THE PRESS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


Si correspondent ‘“ Realist ’’ 

(your issue of December 11) will, I 
hope, be reassured by the information 
that the Architects’ Registration Council 
some months ago instructed their Profes- 
sional Purposes Committee to review and 
revise the text of the Code of Conduct, 
end the matter raised by your corre- 
spondent has already been under considera- 
tion by a drafting sub-committee. 

So soon as the Council have approved 
such recommendations as the Committee 
may make, the revised text of the Code 
will be circulated to all architects on the 
Register. 

PEMBROKE WICKS, 
Registrar, ARCUK. 


68, Portland-flace, W1. 


“ RE-EMBODIMENTS ” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


‘IR,—The interesting note by Mr. 
\J Basil Marriott in your last issue on 
the proposed re-use of the Coronation 
arches of the Mall in a new Palm House 
at Kew Gardens set me thinking about 
carlier instances of structural “‘ re-embodi- 
ment.”? Going far back into architectural 
history, one could cite the Early Christian 
basilicas of central Italy as examples 
of this practice, for their columns and 
other features were often taken from 
Roman buildings of earlier date. 

Coming to later times, in our own 
country one of the most interesting 


-examples of ‘‘ re-embodiment ”’ is Loseley 


Park, Surrey, built during the years 
1562-70. Most of the stone of this 


-splendid "Tudor mansion came from the 


near-by Waverley Abbey and is therefore 


-over 700 years old, while the Great Hall 
‘embodies some remarkable carved panel- 


ting from Henry VIII’s Nonsuch Palace 
at Cheam, which itself was largely built 
of stone taken from Merton Abbey. 
Nearer still to our own time there is the 
case of the National Gallery. How many 
of the thousands who pass daily through 
‘Trafalgar-square realise that the columns 
of the great portico once formed part of 
Henry Holland’s Carlton House, the 
home of the Prince Regent ? And while in 
the Charing Cross neighbourhood one 
should not forget old Hungerford Bridge, 
which now spans the Avon Gorge as 
Clifton Suspension Bridge. _ 
But the most notable instance of 
transplanting was undoubtedly that of 
‘he Crystal Palace, which, however, was 
sreatly enlarged on its removal from Hyde 
Park to Sydenham Hill in 1852. A more 
strictly architectural instance of taking 
down and re-erection elsewhere is found 
vn the case of Mercers’ Hall, Cheapside, 
whose old front elevation, built in 1682, 
now forms the entrance front of Swanage 
Town Hall, where it was re-erected in 
1878. $ 
And speaking of disintegrated elevations, 
it would be interesting to know the fate 
of James Wyatt’s fagade to the famous 
Pantheon, Oxford-street, which was taken 
down carefully stone by stone and 
preserved when Messrs. Marks and 
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Spencer erected a new store on the site a 
few years ago. I believe the stones were 
given into the care of the Georgian Group. 
Perhaps a suitable opportunity could be 
found for their re-use now that building is 
again getting into its stride. 

JANUs. 


WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION 
PRACTICES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Timely warning of a War Damage 
Commission practice that is new to 
me may be welcomed by surveyors who 
are in the employment of such concerns 
as property owning companies. The 
mysterious ‘“‘ half-fees’? rule has been 
accepted in such circumstances for some 
time. The latest dictum, however, is 
that no fees at all are payable for survey, 
supervision or anything else on the 
grounds that, as the Commission write, 
“the services rendered by you were done 
in your capacity as manager of the 
claimant company.”’ 


J. M. Jennincs [ARICS]. 
51, Kings-road, Horsham, Sussex. 


ARCHITECTS’ SALARIES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—One or two points obviously need 
clarification in view of the letters from 

Mr. George Tyler (BACM) and Mr. J. E. 
N. Davis (NALGO) in your issue dated 


December 11. Unfortunately, due to the 


obvious necessity for your reporter to 
abbreviate his report, statements have 
been taken out of their context and give an 
incorrect impression. 


First, the replies to questions attributed to 
Mr. Kenneth Campbell were actually given 
by myself. Second, both Mr. Selley’s state- 
ment and my replies about the National Coal 
Board and National Health Service agree- 
ments have become confused. In saying that 
NALGO claimed the credit for these agree- 
ments, Mr. Selley was referring only to the 
Health Service agreement. He did not say 
that NALGO claimed credit for the National 
Coal Board agreement. This was quite 
understood by me, and in reply I stated— 
what is a fact—that the ABT alone established 
the first NCB rates in 1949 and that they were 
far in advance of anything at that time. I also 
informed the meeting that some members, 
rather unwisely to my mind, subsequently 
left the ABT and joined the BACM and that 
we had therefore conducted joint negotiations 
when the scales were revised in 1952. Like 
my friend, Mr. George Tyler, I have no wish 
to detract from the help given on these occa- 
sions by trade union colleagues. I feel, how- 
ever, that it is only right to say that at no time 
during these negotiations were any of the other 
30 or so BACM-NCB agreements mentioned. 
Our task was to convince the NCB of the worth 
of an architect and surveyor—a specialist job 
at which the ABT has had considerable 
experience. I know our friends in the 
BACM have had similar specialist experience 
in dealing with colliery managers and the like, 
and have been pretty successful in their efforts 
on behalf of those sections of their members. 

In reply to the letter from Mr. Davis, I 
can only say that I regret his organisation did 
not show the same loyalty and courtesy to 
colleagues on a Joint Committee when they 
published details of the Health Service agree- 
ment as the ABT representative showed in 
his statement at this particular meeting. My 
reply to Mr. Selley, without at that time having 
seen the report in the NALGO journal, was to 
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detail the membership of the Staff Side of the 
Joint Committee and to say ‘“‘ The Chairman, 
who was a member of NALGO, did a fine job, 
but he was well served by the members of the 
Committee who provided him with the am- 
munition when he spoke on their behalf. No 
organisation could claim that it had concluded 
the agreement ; it was a joint effort.” 

_It is not a bit of use Mr. Davis trying to 
side-track the dissatisfaction of architects with 
NALGO by giving a list of seats held by his 
organisation. Architects want to know what 
is being done with those seats now that 
NALGO has collected them. In the main 
field covered by his organisation—jocal govern- 
ment—it is significant that a Chief Architect 
responsible for perhaps a million or two million 
pounds worth of building work a year is 
lumped together with Education Officers 
Treasurers and Accountants when it comes to 
fixing his salary ; qualified architects in charge 
of a section of a department and important 
building schemes are still being paid salaries 
as low as £700 or £800 perannum. These are 
the facts by which NALGO is judged—not 
the number of seats they hold. Architects 
would also like to know how many of the 23 
NALGO representatives on the National 
Joint Council for Local Authorities’ Adminis- 
trative, Professional, Technical and Clerical 
Services are architects. Perhaps Mr. Davis 
can tell us. 

As regards the power of the ABT to 
negotiate, I will again quote from my speech 
at the meeting: “‘ There is a National Joint 
Council which recommends the salary struc- 
ture, fixing the minima and maxima for the 
various grades—I to X. They also say how 
certain people, up ‘to the newly qualified 
architect, should be graded. From there, the 
negotiations take place with the individual 
authorities ; it Is a question of establishing the 
grades for architects with a little responsi- 
bility, right up to the group leader. At that 
point the ABT can and does negotiate for 
local government staffs.” 

_ The ABT has never claimed to be able to 
influence the decisions of the National Joint 
Council—as yet. It is able to, and does 
negotiate with the individual local authority. ; 


F. E. SHROSBREE, 
ef Dulding eae 
5, Ashley-place, SWr. eee 
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BUILDING WITHOUT GRACE 
Mr. Siegfried Charoux’s Address at the RIBA 


HE role of sculpture in art and 
architecture was examined by Mr. 
SIEGFRIED CHAROUX, ARA, in the course of 
his paper ‘‘ Building Without Grace: An 
Aggressive Examination,’’ which he gave 
at a meeting of the RIBA in London on 
December 8, and from which we take 
the following extracts. The president, 
Mr. Howard Robertson, ARA, was in 
the chair. Mr. Charoux said: 

The other day I saw in the New Yorker 
an interview with Mr. Frank Lloyd 
Wright, who made this very delightful 
statement: -‘“‘ America has too much 
civilisation and not enough culture.” I 
think he meant that civilisation out of 
control because there are not enough of 
the cultural elements to control it. 

I am going to venture to submit to you 
some of my thoughts on this subject. 
Culture, I submit, is man’s desire to 
explain his feeling, to justify it and to 
secure its spiritual content. The dimen- 
sions of culture are philosophy, religion 
and art. Civilisation puts them to 
practical use, puts in machinery to make 
use of them, and administers them. 
Culture is constant. Civilisation is 
dynamic and its practical purpose is 
renewing itself all the time. 

Civilisation tends to obscure and usurp 
the pure cultural element, and the result 
is a kind of conflict. 'There is a great hum 
and hissing going on. It is not coming 
from the artist. The noise is coming 
from UNESCO, from academies, from 
art councils, from art societies, art schools, 
art critics, and so on. The noise is 
coming from this vast bureaucracy of art, 
which is engaged in a war between the 
cliques and clans, to decide who is right. 

While this is going on, what happens 
to the public ? Well, there is coming in 
such a thing as industrial design. There 
is a danger of the products of industrial 
art being passed on as products of art to 
satisfy the need of the public for art. 

One thing that could be done is to 
tighten up the educational system, with 
the entrance examinations made much 
more difficult. "That would be fairer to 
the student and fairer to the teacher, 
because to teach by volume instead of by 
depth is, I think, wrong. 


TWO POSITIVE STEPS 


Pure art should not be allowed to die 
out. ‘There are two positive things which, 
in my opinion, can help art. One is the 
Hertfordshire scheme, by which a small 
percentage of the total sums for building 
is devoted to sculpture and mural paint- 
ings, but it has stayed so long as a mere 
beginning that one feels rather in despair 
about it. The other thing which can 
help art, although only art in the form of 
sculpture, is the Battersea open air 
exhibition of sculpture, which is still going 
on well, although there is a danger that 
art bureaucracy will get hold of it, and 
then, of course, it will die. 

The real help should come from 
architecture, but ‘is architecture still an 
art? Have architects become structural 
engineers, quantity surveyors and lawyers? 


What would be the symbol of our archi- 
tecture to-day? Would it be a girder 
garnished with a balance sheet ? 

Another curse of our age is the priority 
complex. Architects do not suffer from 
a priority complex; they enjoy it. If 
you say “first things first,’? would not 
that make the lavatory pan the aesthetical 
centre of our civilisation ? 


MATERIAL VALUE 


People who are not interested in the 
aesthetic value of art can be told that it 
has also a material value. When I first 
came to this country 18 years ago, the 
London County Council was building 
houses to replace slums, and_ those 
houses have now become slums them- 
selves. They are mean, hard-looking 
machines for dwelling, without a soul, 
and the people look the same. Everything 
looks shabby. I also remember the flats 
built in Vienna to replace the slums 
there; the first ones were built abou 
the year 1923. I recently saw those flats 
and later ones, and not one of the buildings 
has deteriorated at all. ‘They all have a 
soul; they are living things, and the 
people are proud of them. I submit 
that the reason for that is not that they 
have sculpture or mural paintings but 
that they were spaciously built ; there is 
no meanness about them. Most of them 
have some decoration. 'The people are 
responding by keeping their dwellings 
clean. If your clients are reluctant to 
see the aesthetical value of art, you can 
say to them: “The maintenance is 
cheaper ; the people are happier, and, if 
you have any factories, you will find the 
people will probably do better work for 
you. You will get your return in those 
ways.”’ 

You have two ways before you. You 
can be an accomplice of that kind of 
civilisation which is accelerating its speed, 
because it is not allowed the controlling 
power of pure art, which has, besides its 
aesthetical function, an ethical function, 
because it has a conscience. It is for you 
to decide whether you want to make a 
cultural civilisation or just have a civilisa- 
tion without any meaning and without 
any enjoyment and leisure. 

If you decide to support that kind of 
civilisation, you must build houses such 
as were shown in one of the journals 
some time ago, houses without windows. 
Why no windows? Because the house 
is easier to heat, easier to light, easier to 
ventilate, and, above all, easier to build. 
What about the human beings ? Oh, who 
cares about them? If you decide to 
build a house without windows, a sightless 
house, you should also build rolling pave- 
ments, on which the human beings, the 
creatures in these sightless houses, can 
be transported to other windowless and 
sightless houses, where they can be 
sorted out. Is it worth while for them 
to live another day? If not, they are 
cremated. Others are artificially insemin- 
ated and taken back to their windowless 
houses on the rolling pavements. You 
have the choice before you. You can 
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insist on being artists and enable the 
people to live gracefully because you are 
building with grace. ; 


DISCUSSION 


Mr. Davin Astor, in proposing a vote 
of thanks to Mr. Charoux, said: The 
way in which Mr. Charoux speaks about 
the purpose of life and the purpose of 
civilisation shows an admirable courage 
and an admirable attitude to his work, 
and his exhortation not to live like ants. 
and the amusing way in which he puts. 
it are a perfect example of what he means. 
by the difference between civilisation and 
culture, which is a very abstract matter,. 

Mr. Howarp V. Loss, CBE, FRIBA, 
who seconded the vote of thanks, said 
that in the design of the foundations of a 
building, economies might be made by 
the elimination of unnecessary wall finishes. 
and that economies might also be made 
by the.use of slightly cheaper door 
furniture in the boiler house and the 
other subsidiary rooms which did not 
matter. By going all the way through the 
building from that point of view,, we 
could go a long way towards finding the 
money which would enable us to incor- 
porate, even in our most austere buildings, 
a little of the work of the artist, the 
sculptor, the mural decorator or the 
craftsman. 

Mr. R. A. F. Ripinc, ARIBA, said : 
One thing which I think architects ought 
to keep in mind when designing buildings 
is this: good architecture pays handsome 
dividends in hard cash. Never forget 
that. From the early days of Rome it 
has brought untold millions into that city. 
Never forget that the very shrewd men 
of business have the nicest buildings in 
the city. We must insist upon beauty. 

Mr. Lionet Brett, FRIBA, said - 
It would be most alarming if we were to 
find sculpture used in connection with 
architecture in the kind of way in which 
it was used in the nineteenth century. 
We do not want to restore to buildings the 
kind of qualities which have been referred 
to by one or two speakers this evening— 
the kind of so-called elevating qualities 
which we were told that one of the 
courtyards of the Foreign Office possessed. 
I should find that very regrettable indeed. 

Mr. GILBerT LEDWanRD, said : Sculpture 
is wanted by a large section of the people. 
Why do not they have it? Stone is quite 
cheap and there is a large number of 
sculptors, but sculpture is very expensive. 
But still the clients, as we have heard 
tonight, want sculpture. If we bring all? 
these factors together, we have got it. 
I sometimes think that perhaps it is the 
architect who does not really want 
sculpture. 


OBITUARY 
EDWIN A. JACKSON, FRIBA 


Mr. Epwin A. Jackson, FRIBA, 
senior partner in the Ashford, Kent, 
firm of Messrs. Jackson and Jackson, has 
died at Selsey, aged 71. He acquired the 
Ashford firm in 1919 after managing the 
architectural branch of Messrs. Worsfold 
and Hayward at Dover. The firm won the 
Ministry of Housing’s Medal and Diploma 
in 1953 for a small estate at Chilham, Kent, 
owned by East Ashford RDC, 
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The entrance front from the Wolverhampton-Birmingham road. Below: An aerial view. 


GKN GROUP 
RESEARCH 
LABORATORY 


Designed by 
RICHARD TWENTYMAN and 
GEOFFREY PERCY, F/ARIBA 
(LAVENDER, TWENTYMAN 

& PERCY) 
Assistants 


L. A. HOWLES, 37. VAN REES, 
R. H. FELLOWS 


Consulting Engineers 


C. HOWARD CRANE 


Quantity Surveyors 


HENRY VALE & SONS 


Builders 
F. & E. V. LINFORD, LTD. 


General Foreman 


W. PRICE 


Clerk of Works 
A. EVERETT 


= building occupies a site on the 
main Wolverhampton - Birming- 
ham arterial road and serves as a central 


research laboratory for the whole 
Guest, Keen and Nettlefold group of 
companies. 

The building consists of:(1) A 
three-storey administration block con- 
taining entrance hall, offices, canteen, 
conference hall and library. (2) The 
laboratory block (two Storeys plus 


basement) containing departments for 
chemistry, physics, metallurgy and 
electronics. (3) The stores block (two 
storeys plus basement), containing 
boiler house, central stores and offices. 
(4) The workshop block (single storey), 
containing all rooms where heavy 
machinery is required or noisy processes 
take place. (5) The cycle shed and 
garage. 

Construction : Monolithic reinforced 
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Second-floor plan. First -floor plan. 
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A view of the administration block. 








Basement plan. 
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Main entrance hall. Below : Entrance hall and landing. 
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Chemistry laboratory. 


concrete is used except in the single- 
storey portion; its use enables stan- 
chions on the outer walls to be avoided, 
and also avoids beams in the laboratory 
ceilings. 

The concrete walls are 6-in. thick 
and the concrete mullions carrying the 
load are 12in. by 6in. The hollow 
tile floors span from wall to corridor 
beams in the laboratory block (or to 
6-in. wide concrete spine walls in the 
other blocks), and there are thus no 
beams in the ceilings of the various 
rooms. 


In the laboratory block the wall 
below window cills has 6-in. wide 
stiffening ribs, projecting 3 in. from the 
face, below each window mullion and 
the space between the ribs is filled with 
3-in. woodwool slabs which acted as 
permanent shuttering ; in front of the 
woodwool are fixed reeded aluminium 
panels. Lengths of 6 in. by 6 in. Port- 
land stone are fixed by bronze cramps 
to the faces (on the same plane) of the 
ribs and the concrete mullions. 


The blank walls are faced with 2-in. 
woodwool slabs on the inside and 3-in. 
Portland stone slabs on the outside, 
both acting as permanent shuttering. 
The roofs are of hollow tile construc- 
tion, covered with woodwool slabs and 
asphalt. Internal partitions in the 
laboratories are of a patent lightweight 
concrete block which will hold screws 
and nails without spalling. 


The administration block is of 
similar construction except that the 
12 in. by 6 in. concrete ribs run from 
ground-floor level to the roof, becoming 
mullions as they pass the windows. 
The external walls of the stores block 
are of 6-in. concrete lined with 2-in. 
woodwool slabs. 


The workshop block is constructed 
with a light steel frame and precast 
concrete wall and roof unite on the 


Hilcon system. The roof is covered 
with asphalt; internal partitions are of 
44-in. brick. 


Expansion joints are provided be- 
tween the laboratory block and the 
stores block and between the latter and 
the workshop block. 


External Finishes —The main eleva- 
tions are faced with Portland stone, as 
already described, with the panels 
between windows of reeded aluminium, 
painted dull blue. The plinth is faced 
with brown faience slabs ; the copings 
are of concrete, finished smooth and 
painted, and are covered with copper. 
The walls of the stores block are also of 
smooth concrete, painted. All win- 
dows are of galvanised steel. 


The canopy over the main entrance 
is of concrete with the soffit and edges 
covered with painted aluminium sheet. 
Steps are of York stone. 


The metal shield and the emblems 
over the main entrance were designed 
by Peter Goffin and made in the clients’ 
own workshop. The shield contains 
alchemist’s symbols and also shapes 
suggesting some of the products of the 
group. 


Internal Finishes (Administration 
block).—The two-storeyed entrance hall 
is paved with green terrazzo tiles on 
the ground floor and cork tiles on the 
landing. The walls round the stair- 
case are faced with travertine ; other 
walls are faced with mahogany panelling 
or are painted. The ceiling is of 
acoustic material. Stairs are of white 
terrazzo with mahogany handrail, and 
balusters doverised blue with polished 
brass bases. 


In the conference hall the wall 
behind the platform is wallpapered, 
the opposite wall is faced with acoustic 
tiles, and the other two walls are 
panelled in mahogany-faced plywood. 


December 18 1953 


The ceiling is covered with acoustic 
material. 

The stairs to the-library are of 
mahogany with cork treads; the wall 
by the stairs and the spandrel wall 
are faced with mahogany-faced block- 
board and the ceiling by sycamore- 
faced plywood. The library shelving is 
of mahogany with adjustable shelves. 
Floors throughout this part of the 
building are in cork tiles. 

The colours generally are white, grey 
and yellow in the canteen and offices, 
grey and blue (plus the natural 
colours of cork, mahogany and traver- 
tine) in the entrance hall, landing and 
conference hall; white, grey and 
turquoise green in the library. 


Laboratory block.—Floors generally 
are of grey asphalt tiles, except for the 
teak block floor in the chemistry de- 
partment. Walls of the latter and of the 
corridors, offices, lavatories, etc., are 
plastered and painted, while the re- 
mainder of the laboratories have walls 
distempered direct on to the concrete 
blocks. Ceilings are plastered. Stair- 
cases are of terrazzo with painted iron 
balustrades. 


Services.—Heating is by low-pres- 
sure hot water from oil-fired boilers. 
In the workshop block it is by radiators ; 
elsewhere by invisible panels in the 
ceilings, or, in a few places, the floors. 
The conference hall is warmed and 
ventilated by the plenum system with 
inlet machinery under the projection 
room and extract machinery on the 
roof. ‘There is a goods lift for moving 
heavy objects from the stores to the 
basement or first-floor. Following is a 
list of the sub-contractors : 

John Aubanel and Partners, cork tile 
flooring ; Anselm Odling and Sons, Ltd., 
marble wall lining; J. Avery and Co., 
Ltd., louvred blinds ; Bath and Portland 
Stone Firms, Ltd., Portland stone; 
Bayliss, Jones and Bayliss, Ltd., wrought 
iron gates, fencing and _balustrades ; 
The Bolton Gate Co., Ltd., collapsible 
metal doors; Broadwall Engineering Co., 
Ltd., sump pumps; Percy S. Cane, 
landscape gardening ; Crompton Parkin- 
son, Ltd., light fittings; A. Edmunds 


and Co., Ltd., applied lettering ; Franki 
Compressed Pile Co., Ltd., concrete 
piling; Gent and Co., Ltd., electric 


clocks and movements. 


James Gibbons, Ltd., steel windows and 
doors, aluminium panels and _flashings, 
aluminium entrance doors, staircase balus- 
trades, clocks, column bases and grilles, 
door furniture ; Gyproc Products, Ltd., 
woodwool slabs and plasters; Harris 
and Sheldon, Ltd., panelling in conference 
hall and lobby ; Hills (West Bromwich), 
Ltd., light steel frame, steel doors and 
windows, and precast cladding units for 
workshop; Himley Brick Co., Ltd., 
facing bricks; Howsons and Sons, Ltd., 
sanitary fittings ; Kay and Co. (Engineers), 
Ltd., special plumbing fittings; Keighley 


- Lifts, Ltd., lift; Langley (London), 
Ltd., ceramic floor tiles; Lee Beesley 
and Co., Ltd., electrical installation ; 
Lenscrete, Ltd., concrete roof light ; 


Lignacite, Ltd., partition blocks ; Limmer 
and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., 
asphalt roofing; May Acoustics, Ltd., 
acoustic materials. 
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tic The Merchant Adventurers, Ltd., light- 

ing fittings ; Marbello and Durus, Ltd., 

of terrazzo paving and window cills ; Phillips 
‘all and, Jones, Ltd., curtains; Pilkington’ , 


Bros., Ltd., domelights ; Prodorite, Ltd., 
neutralising chamber ; Pyrene Co., Ltd., 


ck- firehose reels ; Rosser and Russell, Ltd., 
re- panel heating installation, hot and cold 
1S water services, gas and compressed air 
es. services; Rowan and _ Boden, Ltd., 
-he ‘ Accotile”’ flooring; Sankey Sheldon, 


Ltd., steel partitions and door frames ; 
Shaws Glazed Brick Co., Ltd., faience 
tiles; Southall Bros. and Barclay (1935), 
ve Lid., laboratory benches and _ fittings ; 
ral Stevens and Adams, Ltd., wood block 
er flooring ; ‘Troughton and Young, Ltd., 
nd lighting fittings ; Twisteel Reinforcement, 
nd Ltd., concrete reinforcement; Walsall 
Conduits, Ltd., steel duct covers ; 
Southems, Ltd., flush doors. 
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Lobby to conference hall. Flooring is cork tiles ; stairs have cork treads 
and mahogany risers; panelling is veneered mahogany; ceiling and 
d., columns are painted pale blue and the walls pale grey. 
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% The library. Cork tile floor ; mahogany joinery ; copper clock face ; higher 
P ceiling painted turquoise green. 
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General view of the fountain. 





THE centre of Welwyn Garden City has been 

laid out in particularly spacious manner, 
‘and it had been felt for some time that a well-designed 
and dignified central feature was called for in the 
Town Square. The position was of such importance 


CORONATION FO UNTAIN, to the town that it could only be used for a feature 
WELWYN GARDEN CITY of outstanding interest and appearance. 


Faced with the problem of commemorating in 
suitable fashion the Coronation of Her Majesty 
Architects Queen Elizabeth II, the Council decided that a 


LOUIS DE SOISSONS, RA, & PARTNERS large and beautiful fountain should be constructed. 
The layout and architectural design were entrusted 


to Mr. Louis de Soissons, RA, FRIBA, who had 
Engineer and Surveyor to Welwyn Garden City UDC been largely responsible for the town centre in the 
R. V. SCOFFHAM, AMInstCE, AMTPI past. He has earned the gratitude of the town 
for a design which so perfectly fits its surroundings. 
The central feature is cast bronze in the form of an 
opening water lily, and the 55 ft. diameter pool is 

surrounded in Portland stone. 


The water display and illumination were the 
responsibility of the Council’s engineer, Mr. R. V. 
Scoffham, AMICE, AMTPI. The water is pumped 
to a height of 35 ft. by a 12$-h.p. electric pump 
through five separately controlled feed pipes to 
nine nozzles. ‘The nozzles are on ball and socket 
joints and are interchangeable, thus making a large 
number of different water displays possible. The 
illumination is by 36 500-w. lamps, each of which 
can be fitted with colour slides. 
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Details of Portland stonework 
and bronze surround. 























The general contractors were J. A. Stirling, Ltd., 
and other firms engaged in the work were as follows : 


Pump, Pulsometer Engineering Co., Ltd., Read- 
ing ; lighting, Strand Electric Co., Ltd. ; stonework, 
South-Western Stone Co.; bronzework, Morris 





Singer Co,, Ltd., from a model by A. J. J. Ayres, 
FRBS; jets and diffusers, Merryweather & Sons, Ltd. 


The surrounding gardens were laid out by the 
Welwyn Garden City Development Corporation, 
who also made available the site. 


CORONATION FOUNTAIN, WELWYN GARDEN CITY. Detail of central feature. 
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Jj. KENNEDY HAWKES, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 
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N commissioning the architect to design this 
house the client stated that he desired a large 
living-room with a ro ft. ceiling height. This 
condition has produced an interesting design, and it 
will be seen that the eaves line has been maintained 
and the additional height lost by sloping the ceiling 
in the principal bedroom. The house is planned to 
be within 1,000 sq. ft. excluding the outbuildings 
and garage which communicate, and will be enlarged 
it a later date by the addition of two rooms totalling 
360 sq. ft. and when completed the south elevation 


of the house will be symmetrical. 7 
GARAGE ‘S 
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Claygate multi-coloured bricks and moulded 


hy 
window bricks have been used for the walls, and the | ee 
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roof is covered with Guildford sand-faced tiles. 


Messrs. Welstead’s supplied metal windows for a a = a 
the ground-floor frames and their special metal sane? 
windows and leaded-lights were used on the first B oxtcuen— 


WI x 10! 6” 


FUTURE 


floor. 
DOORWAY 
A small cloakroom is provided under the staircase, i, Bini hoon FUTURE STUDY] | 
lide 150" « 12’ of 
the necessary additional height being obtained by a ane 
LIVING ROOM 


few steps down from the hall level. LIVING B 
Messrs. Durnfords, Ltd., of Claygate, were the 


contractors. 
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RIBA 

Notes from Council Minutes 
JrOLLOWING are notes from minutes of 

the RIBA Council meeting held on 
December 8: 

APPOINTMENTS.—{A) Ministry of Housing 

and Local Government Housing Medals, 
1954: By arrangement with the Ministry, 


the following members were appointed as 
chairmen of the regional Awards Com- 


mittees :— 

Region. Appointment. 
No. 1—Northern C. W. C. Needham (F). 
No. 2—E. and W. 


Noel Pyman (F). 
Stephen Welsh (F). 

E. C. R. Sandon (A). 
Sir Charles Mole (F). 
R. F. Gutteridge (F). 
Robert Potter (F). 
C. F. Bates (F). 

A. G. 


Ridings 
No. 3—North Midland 
No. 4—Eastern 
No. 5—London 
No. 6—Southern 
7—South Western 
8—Wales 
9—Midland 


No. 10—North Western G. Grenfell Baines (A). 
No. 12—South Eastern R. W. Paine (A). 

The following architect members of the 
London Regional Awards Committee were 
also appointed: G. A. Jellicoe (F); Miss 
J. G. Ledeboer (F); and Peter Shepheard (A). 


(B) RIBA Representatives on BSI Com- 
miitees: STB/-: Natural Stone and Quarry 
Products Industry Standards Committee; 
B/80: Lintels and Copings; B/80/3: 
Natural Stone Sills and Lintels—H. E. D. 
Adamson (A); HIB/—: Hardware and Iron- 


No 
No 
No 


mongery Industry Standards Committee, 
HiB/12: Metal Windows and _ Doors; 
H!1B/12/1: Metal Finishes; HIB/12/2: 


Aluminium Alloy Windows—Lister P. Rees 
(A), in place of T. Bilbow (F) and F. R. 
Pite (A). 

THE HoNnoraRY FELLOWSHIP: The Earl 
of Halifax, KG, has accepted the Council’s 
nomination for election as an Honorary 
Fellow. 

THE Honorary ASSOCIATESHIP: Professor 
J. F. Baker, Mrs. M. A. Montgomery and 
Sir Arthur Trueman have accepted the Coun- 
cil’s nomination for election as Honorary 
Associates. 


SESSIONAL PAPER, MARCH 2, _ 1954: 
Arrangements have been made for a paper 
entitled “English Villas and Venetian 
Decorators” to be given by Mr. F. J. B. 
Watson, FSA, Deputy Keeper of the Wal- 
lace Collection. 


BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE, 1955: 
The Council accepted a formal invitation 
from the West Yorkshire Society of Archi- 
tects to hold the British Architects’ Confer- 
ence at Harrogate in 1955S. 


ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 


ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION JOINT COM- 
MITTEE: The Chairman of the Board of 
Architectural Education reported that an 
Interim Report of the Architectural Educa- 
tion Joint Committee had been considered, 
and submitted a recommendation that the 
principle that all candidates for the Asso- 
ciateship RIBA should be required to pass 
examinations in uniform lists of subjects 
be reaffirmed. He reported that the Board 
had considered lists of subjects put forward 
by the Joint Committee and had instructed 
them to make certain amendments and to 
arrange for the preparation of detailed 
syllabuses and prototype examination papers. 
The Council took note of this report and 
gave approval to the recommendation. 

RIBA SCALE OF PROFESSIONAL CHARGES: 
On the recommendation of the Practice 
Committee, the Council approved a com- 
prehensive revision of the RIBA Scale of 
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Professional Charges, to be known in future 
as the “ Conditions of Engagement and Scale 
of Professional Charges,” and authorised 
the publication ofthe revised draft scale 
for comment by the general body of mem- 
bers prior to formal confirmation of the 
scale. 

STANDARDISATION .OF TRADE LITERATURE: 
On the recommendation of the Science Com- 
mittee, it was agreed to draw the attention 
of members to the advantages of standard- 
ised sizes, shape and layout of technical trade 
literature and to advise members to press 
manufacturers and suppliers of building 
materials who submitted brochures, 
pamphlets, etc., to adopt the recommenda- 
tions made by the British Standards Institu- 
tion in BS1311: 1946. 

REPORT OF THE AD-HOC COMMITTEE ON 
PRIVATE ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE’ BY 
UNQUALIFIED PERSONS: The Council com- 
pleted their study of the report on Private 
Architectural Practice by Unqualified 
Persons and considered a number of 
observations made on matters in the report 
by various standing Committees of the 
Institute. It was agreed to publish the report 
in the RIBA Journal for the information of 
members, and approval was given to the 
implementation of a number of recommenda- 
tions made by the Committee. 

FORM OF APPLICATION FOR THE APPOINT- 
MENT OF AN ARBITRATOR: The Council’s 
attention was drawn by the Practice Com- 
mittee to the inconvenience caused to 
members appointed as arbitrators by the 
immediate settlement of the dispute between 


the parties while the preliminaries for the - 


arbitration were in progress. On the Com- 
mittee’s recommendation, it was agreed to 
make provision for the settlement of the 
arbitrator’s initial expenses by a revision of 
the undertaking on the form of application 
for the appointment of an arbitrator, which 
will in future read as follows :— 

“I/We jointly and severally agree to 
provide adequate security for the due pay- 
ment of any fees, costs and expenses of 
the Arbitrator in connection with this 
application and the Arbitration and to take 
up the Award within ten days from 
receipt of notice of publication.” 

RIBA ForM OF AGREEMENT FOR GENERAL 
Use BETWEEN A BUILDING OWNER AND A 
FIRM OF ARCHITECTS: The Council approved 
a recommendation ot the Practice Committee 
that the Form of Agreement for general use 
between a Building Owner and a Firm of 
Architects should be published in two 
editions, one applicable to a building owner 
other than a statutory authority and the 
second applicable to a building owner who 
is a statutory authority. 


ARCUK 
Eighty-seventh Ordinary Meeting . 


MPTHE Panel of Examiners for the Main- 
tenance Scholarships for 1954 were 
appointed at the eighty-seventh ordinary 
meeting of the Architects’ Registration 
Council of the United Kingdom, which was 
held at the RIBA, 66, Portland-place, 
London, W1, on December 11. Mr. E. D. 
Jefferiss Mathews, OBE, FRIBA, ARICS, 
was in the chair. 
The Panel was appointed as follows: 


Chairman of the Panel, Mr. Martin S. 
Briggs; general knowledge, Mr. F. F. S. 
Bryson; mathematics, Dr. E. S. Martin; 


essays, Dr. G. I. Sinclair; drawing test and 
design test, Mr. Hubert Lidbetter. 

A total of 272 applicants were admitted 
to the Register, of whom 271 qualified by 
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examination under Section 6(1)(c) of the 
Principal Act and one qualified under Sec- 
tion 6(1)(d) of the Principal Act, seeking 
readmission. 

The total number of applications received 
under the 1938 Act, and Regulation 26(a)(2), 
(5S), (7) and (b) is 5,632. Out of these, 3,972 
were recommended for admission, 1,455 were 
rejected, 200 were withdrawn and one was 
outstanding. 

Mr. VINCENT Burr, chairman of the 
Admission Committee, said that since the 
Council meeting of June, 1949, they had 
received 29 applications under Section 
6(1)(d) of the Principal Act and Regula- 
tion 26(b)—applications supported by a 
Constituent Body of the Council. Of these, 
21 had been rejected, seven had been 
accepted and one was still outstanding. 

The Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee reported that the voters’ list for the 
election of representatives of the “wnat- 
tached ” architects for the year 1954-55 had 
been prepared by the Registrar, in accord- 
ance with Regulation 44, and contained 
2,418 names, entitling the “ unattached” 
architects to five representatives on the 
Council. 

On the subject of the representation of 
constituent bodies on the Council, the Com- 
mittee stated that the Registrar had reported 
the following figures of membership of the 
various constituent bodies; in each case, the 
first figure given refers to the number of 
members in the body concerned, while the 
one following refers to the number of repre- 
sentatives to which the body is entitled on 
the Council: 

Royal Institute of British Architects— 
12,131/25; Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors—1,248/3; Faculty 
of Architects and Surveyors—360/1; Archi- 
tectural Association—1,552/4; Association of 
Building Technicians—637/2; Provincial 
Association—708 / 2. 

The Committee also reported that in 
accordance with the Council’s instructions 
the names of 86 persons were removed from 
the Register on November 16, 1953 for non- 
payment of the 1953 Retention Fee. The 
corresponding figure for 1952 was 67. 


PREFABRICATED HOUSING 


Local Authority’s Encouragement 


NEW METHODs of construction and an ex- 
tension of the use of prefabrication in hous- 
ing have met with many obstacles in this 
country owing to the difficulty of obtaining 
by-law and planning approval from local 
authorities, and the necessary loans from 
building societies for other than houses of 
traditional construction. 

In at least one instance these difficulties 
have now been overcome. Messrs. Booth 
and Co. (England), Ltd., inform us that they 
have now put up one of their prefabricated 
“Overseer 7” houses near Crowthorne, 
Berks and have not only received permission 
for its permanent erection but have also 
learned that an application for a grant of a 
loan on this property by the local. authority 
concerned has been approved. The East- 
hampstead RDC have offered a loan of 
£2,500 which is 90 per cent. of their sur- 
veyor’s valuation of the house and half an 
acre of land. The loan is for 15 years, at 
3} per cent. interest. 

The surveyor is reported to have informed 
the firm that his Council’s action in offering 
the loan was not influenced by the type of 
construction of the house but by the fact 
that they considered that its length of life was 
equal to that of a traditionally built house. 
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THE STRASBOURG 
EXPERIMENT 


Government Studying Reports 
By B. S. TOWNROE, Hon.ARIBA 


HE attention of Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, and of some Officials of his Ministry, 
has been directed to a successful experiment 
in building flats carried out by the City of 
Strasbourg, in Alsace. The various docu- 
ments and reports obtained from the French 
Government on the project are understood 
to be the subject of careful consideration in 
the hope that we may learn in this country 
from the success in speed of construction 
in providing new housing for the badly 
housed citizens of the capital of Alsace. 

Briefly, the “Cité Rotterdam” at Stras- 
bourg, containing 806 dwelling units, has 
been completed in 15 months altogether. It 
includes seven different types of flats and 
11 buildings, one of 13 storeys, one of eight 
and nine, one of six, seven and eight, six of 
four storeys, one of one and two, and one 
single-storey building. The floors have heat- 
ing tube panels embedded within the slabs. 
From the date of the preparation of the 
plans until the keys of the flats were handed 
over to the tenants was only 15 months. 
It is claimed that this completion three 
months ahead of the scheduled time was 
due to the very close co-ordination between 
the body which awarded the contract. the 
chief architect and the contractor. 

The story behind this building achieve- 
ment starts in January, 1945, when the Third 
American Army and the French First Army 
were driving the Germans out of France. 
An acute difference of opinion arose between 
the Americans and French. Strasbourg had 
been liberated, but General Eisenhower, the 
Commander-in-Chief, ordered a_ retreat, 
which meant the abandonment of Northern 
Alsace and of Strasbourg before the German 
offensive. The French general, the late 
Marshal de Lattre de Tassigny, appealed 
to Mr. Winston Churchill, as he then was, 
on behalf of the population which might be 
abandoned to reprisals, and begged that 
this “appalling fate might at 
least be spared the inhabitants 
of Strasbourg.” Eventaally it 
was agreed to defend Stras- 
bourg, which was in_ the 
American Zone, and from 
January 7 to 12 there was a 
fierce battle to the south of the 
city, and another to the north, 
which lasted until January 30. 
Naturally this fierce fighting 
with its.ups and downs meant 
the destruction of many build- 
ings, and it was only at the 
end of a month’s fighting that 
the bells of Strasbourg Cathe- 
dral rang out for the victory 
of the Allies. 


TOLL OF DESTRUCTION 


By the end of the war no 
fewer than 1,095 buildings had 
been totally destroyed in 
Strasbourg and 10,940 badly 
damaged. As part of the 
effort to provide for the home- 
less, a number of schemes 
were started. These included 
180 flats built on the Boule- 
vard of the Marne by a local 
housing company; 256 flats 
built on the Quay of the 
Belgians overlooking the har- 
bour; a group of 622 flats on 
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the Road of Schermick; .and Government- 
built flats, about 190 in all, built on the 
Antwerp Boulevard. But these schemes were 
very costly in public money, and took a long 
time to complete. It was therefore decided 
to try completely new methods so as to save 
money and avoid delays. 

Accordingly a new scheme was started 
with the well-known French architect, M. E. 
Beaudouin, as the chief architect, and a firm 
of contractors called Boussiron, were given 
power to co-ordinate and control the actual 
work. The object was to build at least 800 
flats designed to rehouse former Strasbourg 
residents who at that time were living in 
Kehl, a German town on the right bank of 
the Rhine. The scheme also provided for a 
school for the children. A global price of 
1.300 million francs, at the value of the 
franc as it was in January, 1951, was fixed, 
and penalty clauses were inserted in the 
contracts in case of unreasonable delays. 

The site selected was around a public 
garden and, as far as possible, the architects 
provided for the principal rooms to face the 
sun in the morning on one side and in the 
afternoon on the other. Public roads were 
already available and this also saved 
expense. The flats were from four to 13 
storeys high. It was decided to reserve the 
lower flats for families with chjldren, and 
to allocate the higher flats, which were to be 
served with lifts, for bachelors and families 
without children. The method of construc- 
tion was to be mainly in reinforced concrete. 
Considerable care was taken to prepare all 
the plans well in advance, and to agree on 
a time and progress schedule. 

In the words of M. Spinetta, who is the 
Director of Construction of the Ministry of 
Construction and Town Planning in Paris, 
the experiment has been a_ technical, 
economic and social success. On the techni- 
cal side the buildings were completed three 
months ahead of schedule, and this effected 
substantial savings in the cost to public 
funds. On the whole, those responsible are 
said to be very satisfied with the final costs. 

From the social point of view the flats are 
provided with many amenities rarely found 
in France in modern French housing, which 





The Strasbourg flats look out on to a large park. 
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make their present tenants envied. Every 
flat receives a maximum amount of sunshine, 
If they are compared with the flats at 
Marseilles designed by M. Le Corbusicr, 
where the windows of narrow bedrooms are 
at least 20 ft. from the opposite walls, the 
Strasbourg rooms are far more comfortable, 
Lifts are available for all the tenants, and 
central heating keeps up a steady tempera- 
ture. The w.c.s are in separate rooms. The 
washing arrangements, including douches, 
are far superior to those to be found in 
most French flats. The gardens are open 
to all tenants. A special. system known as 
the system “Lancery” has been provided 
for the removal of refuse. 

Judging from several reports which have 
kindly been sent to me by the French 
Embassy, the Strasbourg experiment has 
been so successful that it is to be imitated 
in other parts of France, and it is already 
being closely studied by both official and 
private architects in this country. The 
British architects make no secret of their 
belief that there are lessons to be learned 
from the methods employed jn Strasbourg, 
which is situated at the crossroads of Europe, 
and where both German and French brains, 
training and experience have been respon- 
sible in the past for several outstanding 
housing experiments. 


PRIVATE HOUSE BUILDING 


Minister’s Guidance to Local Authorities 


FPOLLOWING the announcement by the 

Minister of Works in the House of 
Commons on November 30 that further free- 
dom can now be given to builders of private 
houses without detriment to local authori- 
ties’ programmes, Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
has sent a circular (No. 69/53, dated Decem- 
ber 10) to housing authorities giving details 
of the new arrangements, which come into 
force on January 1 next. 

As from that date the size of houses for 
which a licence will automatically be granted 
by a local authority will be raised from 1,000 
sq. ft. to 1,500 sq. ft. Builders will be 
issued automatically with licences to build 
up to 50 houses of not more than 1,500 
sq. ft. at a time instead of the present limit 
of 12 houses of not more than 1,000 sq. ft. 

Local authorities are told that applications 
to build houses between 1,500 and 2,500 
sq. ft. should be considered on their merits, 
with due regard to the locality of the site, 
to any restrictive covenants, and to the 
family or other special needs of the applicant. 

Any application for a licence to build a 
house larger than 2,500 sq. ft. or for a block 
licence for over 50 houses will be submitted 


‘by the local authority to the Ministry’s 


Principal Regional Officer. 

Points which local authorities are asked 
to consider in issuing licences include:— 

(1) The use of scarce materials should 
not be permitted to a greater extent, size for 
size, than in the local authority’s own houses. 

<2) There are circumstances in which it 
will be proper and desirable to issue a supp!e- 
mentary licence. The holder of the licence 
may be put to unavoidable additional 
expenditure between the time when the 
licence is issued and the completion of the 
house, e.g., there may be rises in the ruling 
rates of wages and materials or it may be 
found necessary or desirable to substitute 
more expensive materials or equipment 
during the building of the house. 

(3) Applicants for licences should be 
ready to start building within a reasonable 
period. 
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A STANDARD DRAFT-BILL OF QUANTITIES 
' By H. M. STAFFORD, FIAS, FIArb(Hons) 


MuE publication of the British Standard 
Codes of Practice for Building—when 
considered together with the comprehensive 
range Of British Standards available for 
building materials, the Standard Method of 
Measurement of Building Works, and the 
Standard Form of Building Contract— would 
appear to constitute a reasonable basis for 
an attempt to produce a Standard Draft-Bill 
of Quantities. 


It is known that an attempt is to be made 
to simplify the method of measurement of 
building works in order to speed the pro- 
duction of bills of quantities. This has been 
brought about by the criticisms and recom- 
mendations contained in the Productivity 
Team’s Report, viz.:— — 

“The British system has been criticised 
on account of the time required for the 
preparation of the bills by the quantity 
surveyor in the detail specified in the 
S:andard Method of Measurement. 

“The responsible organisations’ in 
Britain might, in the Team’s view, examine 
the possibility of simplifying the present 
system.” 

Simplification of the established method 
of measurement will be an exceedingly diffi- 
cult matter, and is likely to arouse consider- 


able opposition from the master builders. 


It may therefore be necessary to consider 
other means of meeting the criticisms and 
implementing the recommendations of the 
Productivity Team’s Report. 

There can be no substitute for the immense 
technical knowledge and power of concentra- 
tion necessary to “take-off” rapidly from 
architects’ drawings the dimensions upon 
which the whole structure of the bill of 
quantities rests. It does seem possible, how- 
ever, that the process of abstracting and 
billing could be executed with more speed 
if there were in existence a standard draft- 
bill of quantities compiled by detailed refer- 
ence to the standards of building and tech- 
nical practice available. 

In order to test this possibility the writer 
decided to prepare an experimental standard 
draft-bill of quantities. Although the task 
seemed formidable, and despair of accom- 
plishment descended repeatedly, the work, 
extending to over 230 printed foolscap pages. 
was eventually completed. The document 
is sufficiently extensive in scope to cover 
the building work normally executed by a 
large local authority, and would quite pos- 
sibly form a basis upon which a fully com- 
prehensive standard draft-bill of quantities 
could grow, in the light of constructive 
criticism and experience. 


The “terms of reference” taken in the 
preparation of the draft-bill itself were as 
follows :— 


(a) To standardise, by detailed reference 
to the latest British Standards and Codes 
of Practice, the description of the more 
usual items conjained in a Bill of Quanti- 
ties. 


(b) To illustrate, by means of actual 
items in the Bill of Quantities, the correct 
method of measurement, as prescribed by 
the Standard Method of Measurement of 
Building Works. 


(c) To indicate, by example, the gener- 
ally accepted order of sequence of trades, 
sections within trades, and specific items 
in the normal Bill of Quantities. 


It was decided to produce the document 
in four parts, as follows:— 

Part 1.—Preliminaries and Trade Pre- 
ambles, etc. 
Part 2.—Specialist 

Trade Preambles. 

Part 3.—British Standards and Codes of 

Practice classified in trades. 

Part 4.—Draft-Bill—all trades. 

This scheme was adopted in order to 
facilitate the reproduction of any one part 
separately, as required. Brief notes on the 
four parts are given below. 


Part 1. 


Preliminaries and 


Preliminaries and Trade 
Preambles, etc. 

The preliminaries were prepared by refer- 
ence to Section II, Preliminaries of the 
“Standard Method of Measurement of 
Building Works,” and to the RIBA Standard 
Form of Building Contract (Local Authori- 
ties). Items covered by the conditions of 
contract (e.g. “ foremen”) are not repeated 
in the preliminaries, except in the schedule 
of clause headings. 

The definitions of prime cost sums and 
provisional sums given by the Quantity 
Surveyors’ Committee of the RICS, and 
published in a letter to The Builder of 
October 13, 1944, were adopted. Attend- 
ance items were fully defined in the light 
of the article by Harrington and House in 
The Builder, April 11, 1952. 

A pro-forma for prime cost sums and also 
for provisional sums was included in part 1. 
For local authority work it has been 
found, by experiment, to be more convenient 
to all concerned to have the prime cost sums 
and provisional sums abstracted together 
under these headings at the end of the bill, 
“works in connection” appearing in their 
appropriate trade in the bill. A pro-forma 
“summary” and list of basic prices were 
also included in part 1. 

The trade preambles were prepared by 
making a most exhaustive study, over many 
months, of the British Standards available 
for building materials, together with the 
Codes of Practice published to date. In the 
billing of the preambles -an attempt was 
made to enter the descriptions of materials 
first, followed by combinations of materials, 
and then by directions, scope of prices, etc. 
This sequence was maintained with each set 
of preambles. The order of trades follows 
that of the SMM. 

The preambles had to be compiled to meet 
all likely types of work and, in consequence, 
some are quite extensive in their scope. For 
instance, the preambles for “ Roofer” cover 
(i) slating; (ii) tiling; (iii) Roman tiling; (iv) 
asbestos. The preambles for “ Plumber” 
cover types of pipe such as lead, copper, 
steel, iron, asbestos and _ polythene. 
“Painter” preambles provide for prepara- 
tory treatment and priming for most types 
of surface including plaster, Keenes, steel and 
iron, aluminium, copper, lead, zinc, wood 
and various types of fibreboard. 


Part 2. Specialist Preliminaries and 
Trade Preambles 

Two sets of preliminaries were prepared, 
one for nominated sub-contractors, and one 
for nominated suppliers; both were compiled 
in the light of the directive regarding Stan- 
dard Conditions of Tender for Nominated 
Sub-Contractors and Nominated Suppliers 
published in the Journal of the RICS for 
July, 1951. 
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Preambles for work normally covered by 
prime cost sums were compiled similarly to 
general trade preambles by detailed refer- 
ence to the British Standards and Codes of 
Practice available. With the aid of these 
standards and careful research into specialist 
work, it has been found possible to measure 
and specify in the bill many items formerly 
included as PC sums, thereby giving the 
general contractor direct responsibility for 
ordering the execution of the work to accord 
with his own progress scheme, and conse- 
quently avoiding the many delays caused by 
late nomination. 


The specialist preambles cover, in detail, 
such work as terrazzo, magnesite, wood- 
block, composition-block, thermoplastic tile, 
linoleum, cork tile, rubber flooring, various 
types of felt-roofing and roof deckings, sus- 
pended ceilings and cast-stone. 


Part 3. British Standards and Codes of 
Practice Classified in Trades 


All British Standards and Codes of 
Practice relating to building are kept in the 
office and are carefully revised as amend- 
ments are issued and supplemented with new 
standards as published. 


To encourage the use of these documents 
it was decided to make an inventory of all 
titles and then to classify them into the 
normal trade order of the SMM. By this 
means the surveyor or worker-up, when 
billing a particular trade, can have before 
him a list of all BS relating to that trade. 
It has proved, in every way, a most con- 
venient classification. 


Part 4. Draft-Bill—All Trades 


The draft-bill was compiled on the lines 
indicated in the terms of reference. This, 
in fact, amounted to “ billing” practically 
the whole of the items in the SMM. 

The order of trades, sections within trades, 
and specific items, follow the order generally 
accepted by the profession, allowing for 
slight variations of local practice. Refer- 
ence was made to the sequence of items in 
the Standard Method of Measurement, and 
in BS 685 “Sequence of trade headings, 
etc.” It is certain that standardisation of 
item sequence is of great assistance te the 
estimator, for whom a bill of quantities is 
primarily designed. It is also of real value 
to anyone using a bill of quantities, in that 
it makes possible the rapid location of par- 
ticular items. The publication of a BS on 
“Sequence of trade headings, etc.,” gives 
recognition to the value of specifying items 
in sequence, and, if possible, in standard 
sequence. Although, in practice, there are 
certain exceptions to the rule, the order of 
billing used is briefly explained as follows:— 

The bill is divided into trades, and each 
trade subdivided into sections. Within each 
section items are grouped in order of cubes, 
supers, runs and numbers. Within each 
group the items are further classified, items of 
labour being placed before items of labour 
and material, and, within these two classes, 
the cheapest items appear first. 

Notes concerning features of particular 
trade bills are given below:— 


ExcavaTor: As it is unusual to have 
printed section headings, side notes were 
inserted to indicate the various sections, e.g. 
“site clearance” covering turf stripping, 
surface excavation, removal of hedges, etc.; 
then. “ excavations ” covering all items of 
excavation, followed by “disposal” cover- 
ing returning filling and ramming or wheel 
and deposit or removal] from site; and finally 
“ preparation” covering levelling and ram- 
ming, trimming formations, seeding, etc. The 
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assistant doing the billing is easily confused, 
unless he possesses some idea of the sectional 
basis governing the order of the items. 


CONCRETOR: It was found in practice that 
the formation of a “sundries” section 
following each of the sections created by 
the various mixes of concrete greatly facili- 
tated the grouping of items in acceptable 
order. 


Mason: Considerable assistance was 
obtained in billing this somewhat difficult 
trade from the recently published BS Codes 
of Practice on Masonry Walling. 

CARPENTER AND JOINER: Being, perhaps, 
the most difficult trade to bill in proper 
order, side notes were inserted at many 
points to indicate the principles governing 
the sequence of items adopted. 

STEEL AND IRONWORKER: The items in 
this trade were possibly given in greater 
detail than is required by the SMM. The 
method adopted has been found the best 
in practice. 

As an example of the detail required in 
producing a draft-bill, this trade gives 
typical bill items for various sections of 
steel joists, compound girders, channels. 
angles, tees, stanchions, compound stanch- 
ions, trusses and connections; also items for 
steel vent-shafts, metal windows, railings, 
balustrades, cat-ladders, tubular handrails, 
island cloakroom fittings, pressed steel door 
frames, etc. 

PLASTERER: Full use was made through- 
out this trade of the excellent BSCP on 
“Plastering.” A typical page from this 
trade is appended to this article to illustrate 
the methed of fresentation. 


PLUMBER: Following correspondence with 
the Standing Joint Committee for the SMM, 
capillary fittings such as traps, stop-valves, 
etc., were billed after capillary jointed pipes, 
and not under “ plumbers’ brasswork.” To 
avoid the use of a PC sum for sanitary 
fittings, items are contained in this trade 
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describing in full detail the following sani- 
tary fittings: sinks, combined wash tubs and 
sinks, lavatory basins, island lavatory basins, 
we suites, slab urinal ranges, stall urinal 
ranges, slop hoppers, fireclay tubs, shower 
trays, shower fittings and curtains, baths, 
cylinders, cisterns and back boilers. 


PAINTER: In the absence of a BS for hard- 
gloss paints, the principle of “PC per 
gallon” was adopted for this class of 
material, and for other special paints. The 
BSCP “ Painting” gives extremely valuable 
recommendations on the preparatory treat- 
ment and priming of various surfaces. These 
recommendations were generally adopted. 


CONCLUSION 


The experimental standard draft-bill was 
taken into use in actual office work, and was 
found to give a marked saving on the time 
normally spent in drafting particular bills 
of quantities. The time given to “ vetting ” 
by the supervising quantity surveyor was 
also considerably reduced. 


The preliminaries and preambles in Sec- 
tions 1 and 2 have now been produced in 
bulk, and, when billing, the ready printed 
sheets are extracted, amended in ink as 
required and incorporated into the new 
draft-bill for printing. Each surveyor has 
a copy of Section 3 (the list of British 
Standards and Codes of Practice classified 
in trades) and Section 4 (the “draft bill— 
all trades.”). Section 3 is used for reference, 
and Section 4 is constantly used rapidly to 
determine the order and description of items 
when abstracting and billing measured work. 


In view of the success of this procedure, 
it has been adopted permanently in the 
office. One copy of the complete standard 
draft-bill is kept as a “ master-copy,” and 
all amendments and additions are noted 
therein. This will become the draft for 
the next reprint of the document. 


It would appear, therefore, that the con- 
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Gypsum (Hardwall) Plaster. 
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tein. thick finishing coat in hardwall board 
finishing plaster as described on plaster board 
(or plaster lath) ceilings. : 


floor exceeding 11 ft., but not exceeding 16 ft. 


fin. thick 
and soffits of beams. 


Float in hardwall metal lathing plaster and 
finish in neat hardwall plaster as described 
(two coat work) on in-situ concrete soffits. 


(do.) on do. 


(do.) 
exceeding 11 ft. but not exceeding 16 ft. 


(do.) 
Do. (do.) on sides and soffits of in-situ con- 
crete beams. 


(do.) 


(two coat work) on brick walls and breeze 


Float and finish in hardwall plaster as described 
Partitions.. 


Carried to Collection Folio en £ 


do. on do. innarrow widths... 


do. on do. ataheight above 


do. on plaster board to weed 


do. on do. innarrow widths... 
do. on plaster board walls 


do. on_ do. in narrow widths... 


in narrow widths 


on do. ata height above ae 


. 


on do. at do. in as | 


on do. in narrow widths 


on in-situ concrete sloping soffits 


on do. in narrow widths 
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cept of a Standard Draft-Bill of Quantities 
is a practical and constructive idea, and 
worthy of consideration by members of the 
quantity surveying profession. Although a 
universal standard draft-bill may not 
emerge, it is undoubtedly worth while to 
compile an individual document for use 
within the bounds of a particular office, as 
being a certain means of speeding the process 
of abstracting and billing. 


INCREASING CEMENT 
PRODUCTION 


Two New Works to be Built 


[wo new works costing about £5m. are 

to be built by the Associated Portland 
Cement Manufacturers, Ltd., the parent 
company of the Blue Circle Group, which is 
claimed to be the largest cement manufac- 
turing and distributing organisation in the 
world. One of the works is to be near 
Cauldon, Staffs, and the other near West- 
bury, Wilts. 


Mr. G. F. Earle, chairman, states it is 
hoped that a start on building will be made 
at an early date and that the works will be 
in production in two-and-a-half years. The 
cost is nearly five times the pre-war figure for 
similar works. The APCM expect that it 
will be possible for them to finance this 
large expenditure without issuing more 
capital. . 

The capacity of each will be 175,000 tons 
a year. The works are being built to meet 
a vastly increased demand. 


‘During 1953 it was necessary to import 
nearly half a million tons of cement from 
Europe in order to keep the home market 
supplied, but despite this it has been neces- 
sary to reduce slightly the export of cement. 


In addition, new uses for cement are being 
found every year, and improvements in 
quality, and the advantages of concrete con- 
struction have stimulated the demand. 


It is expected that with increases in out- 
put which cement manufacturers are obtain- 
ing from their existing plant and with the 
present plans for expansion, the addition of 
these two works will mean that this country 
will be able to supply its home demand and 
also the demands of the Empire for imports. 


The APCM are determined to make the 
new works fit into the local landscapes, and 
with this in view have obtained the advice 
of Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, FRIBA, MTPI, and 
others. Already a large number of trees 
have been planted at Westbury and consider- 
able additional tree planting will be under- 
taken. Moreover, the latest dust collecting 
machinery will be installed at both works 
and the manufacturers are confident that 
there will be no dust troubles. 


Use of “ Dry Process” 


Because of the suitability of the raw 
materials, manufacture at Cauldon will be on 
the “ dry-process ” in contrast to the normal 
““wet-process” and will be the first dry- 
process works to be built in this country. 
This will have the advantage of ensuring 
very considerable fuel savings. 


These new works are not as large as some 
of the existing APCM works, at a number 
of which about half a million tons of cement 
are manufactured per annum. The size has 
been determined by the estimated consump- 
tion which can be supplied at economical 
freight charges. 
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LMBA 
Mr. A. R. F. Anderson’s Address at 
Central Area No. 3 Luncheon 


N R. A. R. F. ANDERSON, FRIBA, 

immediate past-president of the Archi- 
tectural Association, was the guest of honour 
at the recent annual luncheon of LMBA 
Central Area No. 3 at the Connaught Rooms, 
when Mr. F. Luker, chairman of the Area, 
presided. 

Mr. ANDERSON, who proposed the toast 
to the LMBA, said that all concerned with 
building had had to devote a great part of 
their energies to the business of licences, 
permits, supplementary licences and endorse- 
ments. These things while they were essen- 
tial had done more harm to the building 
industry than any other factor in recent 
history. Apart from the time and energy 
which was required in obtaining approvals 
of all sorts, it seemed impossible ever to 
be prepared to start at the right time, and 
many jobs had to begin on the site without 
proper preparation. There had been trouble 
with controlled materials—steel and timber 
--and the constant changing of methods of 
construction to suit the policy in force at 
the time. 

Mr. Anderson thought there was new hope 
that all these restrictions might soon be 
swept away and that once again the building 
industry would be able to do a proper job. 

Steel and timber were now unrestricted, 
and the licensing free limits would be raised 
in January. 

The Prime Minister and the Minister of 
Works, encouraged by the Lord Mayor of 
London, had promised to issue more licences 
for building in the City well ahead of start- 
ing date and to maintain a steady rhythm 
of rebuilding within the limits of labour and 
materials available. 

The new housing policy included the re- 
pair of old houses and financial incentives 
would be given to landlords to bring their 
out-of-date houses up to a reasonable stan- 
dard of efficiency. 

It was now for the building industry to 
get on with the job. The Government had 
said “the total amount of building that can 
be done will depend on the success which 
the building industry achieves in building 
faster, better and cheaper.” The removal 
of controls would go a long way to help 
to increase speed and to reduce cost. 

The client must have a better job. The 
industry’s energies must be channelled to 
that end, and it could be done. 

The architect must do more to help the 
contractor. He must do his best to pro- 
duce all drawings and particulars for the 
quantity surveyor so as to give him plenty 
of time, so that in turn the contractors ten- 
dering had proper time to submit a well-con- 
sidered price. The selected contractor then 
must be given plenty of time to arrange his 
programme before arriving on the site and 
should be given full opportunity to discuss 
the building with the architect and sub- 
contractors. 


Reducing Variations 

The building owner and the architect 
should not vary the scheme, unless the vari- 
ation was essential and the owner knew what 
it meant in terms of cost and time. The 
architect must do his best to issue certificates 
regularly in accordance with the terms of the 
contract and remind his client that payments 
should be paid within so many days. Finally, 
the architect must do his best to hasten 
the settlement of final accounts. The con- 
tractor must produce a proper job at a fair 
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price, and good workmanship and materials 
were essential 

The London Master Builders had taken an 
enormous amount of time and trouble to 
promote efficient apprenticeship schemes, 
and Mr. Anderson congratulated them on 
their effort and wished them every success. 
All knew the difficulties in training during 
and since the war, but the industry must 
see to it that a new generation of craftsmen 
were being trained to take the place, in due 
course, of the older men. He knew that 
there were great difficulties in several trades, 
particularly masonry, but was _ confident 
that there was work to be done in all tradi- 
tional trades for a long time to come. He 
could not imagine that the City of London 
would be rebuilt with prefabricated build- 
ings. There could never be another St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, but Portland stone would 
still be used on many major buildings. 
Without skilled craftsmanship on the site, the 
architect would be limited in the scope of 
his design and that would be bad for the 
community and the industry. 

Mr. Anderson believed that the industry 
was on the way to a more stable and compe- 
titive market which should mean better 
quality and cheaper prices. Bricks and 
cement were still difficult, but the manufac- 
turers had said their output was steadily 
increasing. 

The time had arrived for the contractor 
to enter into fixed price contracts and to do 
away with all the trouble and uncertainty of 
the “ fluctuations ” clause—at least in respect 
of materials. 

Mr. Anderson appealed for better quality 
buildings to be erected and believed that 
speed and lower final costs would follow. 
All were in this and all must try to give that 
little bit more which was so important. 

He did not believe that the industry’s 
problems could be solved by violent and 
dramatic changes in traditional procedure, 
but he felt that if energies were devoted to 
doing every part of one’s particular share 
of the job a little better, the accumulation of 
benefit would be spectacular. 


The President’s Response 


Mr. GERALD A. HILL, MIOB, president 
of the LMBA, responded and said how much 
the members had appreciated the points 
which Mr. Anderson had made. They would 
be studied and he shared Mr. Anderson’s 
view that with better conditions for the 
industry with regard to controls and with a 
programme of work ahead, all would pull 
together to ensure good building at a reason- 
able cost to the building owner. This desire 
on the part of the industry to reduce build- 
ing costs would be achieved by each firm 
looking into its own organisation to see 
whether it was not possible to make some 
improvements and economies, however small. 
Mr. Hill hoped that architects would provide 
the industry with working drawings before 
the work commenced and that the producers 
of materials would increase, still more, their 
production to ensure that the industrial 
production of the industry was not hampered 
for lack of materials and components with 
which to proceed. 

Mr. Hill emphasised the need for building 
firms to engage and train an adequate 
number of apprentices to ensure a 
continuous flow of personnel into the industry 
for the future. He was sure that the industry 
could look forward to the future with 
increasing confidence. 

The toast of “Our Guests” was proposed 
by Mr. W. L. Barker, FIOB, senior vice- 
chairman, Central Area No. 3, and the 
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response was by Sir Howard Roberts, CBE, 
Clerk to the London County Council, who 
thanked the Area for the hospitality, which 
he, and all the other guests, had received. 

Among those present were: Sir Haroleé 
Webbe, MP, Mr. H. W. Butler, MP, Mr. 
R. S. Williams, Mr. J. F. Beagley, Mr. 
G. H. A. Hughes, Mr. R. E. Stenning, Mr. 
J. A. Stocking, Mr. J. Hodgson, and town 
clerks from the boroughs comprised in the 
Area. 


President’s Christmas Message 


[N a Christmas and New Year message to 

his Area chairmen, which he asked 
them to pass on to their members, the presi- 
dent of the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, Mr. GERALD HILL, says: 

The past year has been a notable one 
but, like all others, it leaves a number of 
unsolved problems to be carried over into 
the New Year. Outstanding among them is 
building costs, and while some of us think 
we may have passed the peak, we all realise 
that the cost of building is still too high 
to encourage either public or private clients 
to embark readily on new building projects. 
It is not easy to see how prices can be 
brought down when the cost of so much 
of the work we do is fixed by factors beyond 
our control, but efficiency breeds efficiency 
and if each one of us were to examine his 
own organisation we ‘might well find it pos- 
sible to make improvements and economies. 

The outlook is now much more encourag- 
ing, and we have been told officially that the 
more work we do the more we shall be en- 
couraged to do. 

One section of work to be done will be 
near to our own hearts, namely the rebuilding 
of the City of London. The Government has 
promised now that it shall go forward “at 
speed.” The Lord Mayor has promised to 
make that rebuilding his war cry for 1954. 
The architects have been asked to get to 
work on the plans, and the order of issue of 
the licences is already under discussion. 

A serious start, too, is to be made on the 
repairs of existing houses and the moderni- 
sation of sub-standard properties. This is 
work which falls naturally to the medium 
and small builder, and this activity should 
encourage those of our members to look into 
the New Year with increasing confidence. 

I must say a word about apprenticeship 
which, in spite of all we have done, remains 
unsatisfactory. By medals and other awards 
we are attracting boys into our industry, but 
at the same time we are not providing enough 
vacancies for them. So in sending my best 
wishes for Christmas and the New Year, | 
leave this thought with you. Do look 
seriously at apprenticeship in the light of 
the encouraging circumstances in which we 
now find ourselves. 


Two Donations 


THE LMBA has sent donations of 10 gns. 
each to the apprentices’ prize fund of the 
London Association of Master Stonemasons 
and the pension fund of the Provident Institu- 
tion of Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of 
Works. 





Building Plant Exhibition, 1954 


The 1954 Building Plant Exhibition, or- 
ganised by the Ministry of Works, will be 
held at Reading from June 24 to June 30 
inclusive. The site is Hills Meadow, 
bordered on one side by the River Thames, 
and on the other by the Reading-Caversham 
road. The total space available for exhibits, 
demonstrations and car park is 300,000 sq. ft. 
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BUILDING EDUCATION IN LONDON 


Annual Conference 


ME. GERALD HILL, president of 

the LMBA, who was in the chair, 
opened the fourth annual conference on 
Building Education. held at 47, Bedford- 
square, WC1, on October 23, with a short 
introductory address of welcome to old 
friends and those attending for the first time. 
He urged as many as possible to take the 
opportunity to contribute to frank discus- 
sions on the various items, so that the full 
benefit of such a conference could be shared 
by all. 

Mr. HuGuHes (director, LMBA) then re- 
viewed the educational activities of the Asso- 
ciation since the previous conference. The 
education liaison committee had met several 
times and now not only consisted of repre- 
sentatives of employers, technical colleges, 
education authorities, the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, the Regional Advisory Council and the 
City and Guilds of London Institute, but 
the Institute of Builders would be represented 
on this committee in future by Mr. Spencer. 

The first matter down for discussion was 
craft training, and on the subject of technical 
schooling for craft apprentices under 16 years 
of age Mr. Lainc (LMBA) drew attention 
to the difficulty in providing theoretical 
training for boys between the ages of 15 and 
16, as in a great many technical schools 
courses were not open to boys until they 
reached the age of 16. 

Mr. TONKIN (LCC) suggested that the diffi- 
culty probably arose because technical col- 
leges or schools of building only had been 
approached; arrangements within the LCC 
area, and which had been operating for the 
last two years, were that the day colleges 
or day continuation schools took the boys 
straight frem the secondary schools in order 
to continue their genera] education. 

Mr. WoopsinE ParisH (LMBA) said the 
LMBA would welcome similar co-operation 
from the other local education authorities 
as it was important that craft apprentices 
should reach at least Genera] Certificate 
standard. 


RELEASE OF APPRENTICES 


On the release of part-time day appren- 
tices in the building industry up to the age 
of 21 years with pay, Mr. McCrea (Enfield 
Technical College), following a statement 
that 100 apprentices attended for instruction 
classes in Enfield, said he would favour a 
more uniform procedure whereby all appren- 
tices could attend part-time day classes up 
to the age of 21 with pay. 

Mr. WoopBINE ParisH referred to the 
Deed of Apprenticeship which provided for 
day release up to the age of 18 with evening 
attendance during the whole period of 
apprenticeship. 

Mr. Mites (LMBA) felt that owing to 
the present arrangement of the curricula very 
often first-year apprentices had no need to 
attend evening classes at all. He had not 
yet heard a convincing argument as to why 
after the age of 18 or 19 boys could not 
adequately cover their studies by evening 
classes only. 

Mr. Cocks (SE London Technical College) 
pointed out that a part-time day release ap- 
prentice could cover two more subjects per 
year than an apprentice attending evening 
classes only. 

Mr. STALLEY (Croydon Polytechnic) em- 
phasised the impossibility of maintaining the 
high standard sought if boys were only 


at Bedford-square 


allowed to cover the ground by evening 
studies. 

THE PRESIDENT pointed out that there was 
no question of abolishing day release; the 
Apprenticeship Deed ensured one day and 
two evenings a week until the end of the 
term after the boy’s 18th birthday, but it 
was not possible for every firm to increase 
the facility beyond that. 

Mr. Price (Regional Advisory Council) 
said he felt that employers were willing to 
give day release where they considered it 
worth while and he believed would continue 
to do so; at the same time some employers 
considered two or three evenings a week 
should be sufficient to cover syllabuses. 

Is craft training becoming too academic? 
was the next item on the agenda. MR. 
HowpiLt (East Ham Secondary Technical 
School of Building) said he felt that there 
should be a determined attempt to raise the 
standard of craft training and suggested that 
perhaps the ancillary subjects which proved 
to be such an obstacle to some particularly 
good craftsmen could be interlaced with the 
craft subjects. 

Mr. WARREN (SE London Technical Col- 
lege) said that while he considered theore- 
tical subjects should be retained, he thought 
a more appropriate question would be “Is 
the standard of education in theoretical sub- 
jects set rather too high? ” 

Mr. WHEATLEY (City and Guilds of Lon- 
don Institute) said in his opinion the ques- 
tion should be “Is the further education 
that the apprentice gets in relation to his 
craft training too academic? ” The City and 
Guilds were reviewing the whole broad field 
with the assistance of their consultative com- 
mittee, and he invited suggestions from those 
present to help them to plan a satisfactory 
course of craft training. 

Dr. JINKINGS (East Ham Technical Col- 
iege) said it was his frequent experience that 
many excellent craftsmen were incapable of 
taking mathematics or science classes which 
were part of their craft training. To over- 
come this his college were experimenting by 
appointing one master to teach all subjects 
to one group of students for a year’s session; 
he would be at liberty to plan the syllabus 
according to the needs of the class and thus 
sustain their interest in the craft they were 
following. 


WORK OUTSIDE LONDON 


How best to overcome the difficulty of 
apprenticeship when. much of a firm’s work 
is away from London, and New Town de- 
velopment and apprentice intake, were the 
next subjects to be discussed. Mr. Boor 
(Christopher Wren Secondary School) said 
that in view of the increasing difficulties ex- 
perienced through so much work being away 
from firms’ headquarters, thus affecting the 
intake of apprentices, he felt the position 
should be thoroughly investigated. 

Mr. Douc.as (Hatfield Technical College) 
quoted specific instances emphasising this 
difficulty, and put forward a proposal that 
firms with a programme of contracts for 
several years ahead in one locality should 
enrol apprentices locally. 

Mr. HoLLoway (LMBA) spoke of his own 
experience based principally on Crawley 
New Town, where they had a committee 
composed of employers and operatives to 
deal with this problem. Until a solution was 
arrived at, his suggestion was what he could 
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only describe as a “ back door method,” by 
arranging for local contractors to assume the 
role of parent or guardian and take on as 
many boys as they could readily accommo- 
date. These boys could then be posted to 
the various contractors who were able to 
take them for any period. A further sug- 
gestion was that instead of the boys being 
apprenticed to contractors they should be 
apprenticed to the Local Joint Apprentice- 
ship Committee, who would make _ them- 
selves responsible for keeping the boys in 
employment. 


RECRUITMENT TO INDUSTRY 


A discussion on general matters affecting 
education in the industry took place after 
the tea interval. On the subject of recruit- 
ment in the building industry Mr. AVERY 
(Ealing Technical College) emphasised the 
need to explore a much wider sphere fo: 
recruits, as he felt that existing publicit, 
methods covered only those who were closely 
allied to the building industry whereas there 
were many other fruitful sources, particu- 
larly the secondary modern schools. 

Mr. STANSFIELD (Erith Technical College) 
suggested an incentive payment for qualifica- 
tions, which plan was already in operation 
with the Gas Board and the GPO telephone 
service. 

Mr. HoRROBIN (Ewell Technical College) 
asked whether it would be possible to per- 
suade the smaller builders in greater London 
to realise that they shared the responsibility 
for recruiting the apprentices, since the 
craftsmen trained by London firms would 
be subsequently employed by them. 

Mr. WoopBinE ParIsH said that it was 
most encouraging to receive such support 
from the colleges, but pointed out that Lon- 
don was divided into many areas each with 
its own characteristics and problems. This 
difficulty had been removed, to a large ex- 
tent, by conferences with youth employment 
officers from the County of London and 
Home Counties; by a panel of speakers visit- 
ing secondary modern and other schools and 
by the introduction of national, regional 
and area prize schemes. All these aimed at 
one purpose, to encourage belief in the 
fundamental importance of apprenticeship. 
Enormous problems were faced by the ap- 
prenticeship committee of the LMBA and 
the Joint Apprenticeship Committee (which 
included operative representatives) and com- 
parison with the Gas Board and GPO was 
hardly justified since these were static indus- 
tries with pensionable service, whereas the 
building industry was run on entirely dif- 
ferent lines with termination of employmem 
either way by two hours’ notice en a Friday 
afternoon. However, in spite of modern 
factory amenities, with their attendant attrac- 
tions, he did not despair; the building in- 
dustry would always attract the individual 
who wished to create. 

Mr. STALLEY (Croydon Polytechnic) called 
attention to the shortage of apprentices in 
the dormitory areas, and referred to the ex- 
cellence of the Apprentice Master Scheme 
which had operated so successfully in his 
borough, 

MR. MILEs said that although the Appren- 
tice Master Scheme had much to commend 
it, it did not provide a solution of the entire 
problem; the standard of craftsmanship was 
undoubtedly high even if the numbers 
(which were approximately 1,000 a year in 
London) were not enough. He reminded the 
conference that speakers from the. LRJAC 
were always available to address school- 
leavers at the secondary modern and tech- 
nical schools. He believed that the building 
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industry probably offered a more direct and 
speedy recognition of worth than aay other 
industry. On the question of incentives he 
added that a number of members gave 
bonuses for certain qualifications, a practice 
which would probably be extended in the 
future through the publicity given to the 
activities of the apprenticeship committee. 


FOREMANSHIP COURSES 


Mr. Reip (Brixton School of Building), 
on the subject of recruitment to foreman- 
ship courses, referred to the work of the 
Standing Committee for Training of General 
Foremen, who were considering amendments 
to the course for general foremanship 
studies, with a view to making Ordinary 
National Certificate a condition of admission 
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to the course. He asked that every encour- 
agement should be given to employers to 
select young men in their employ who were 
suited for this type of training, and to stimu- 
late their interest in every way possible. 

Mr. WoopBiNE PARISH supported Mr. 
Reid’s views, and reminded the conference 
that a liaison committee existed in the Lon- 
don Region whose responsibility was the 
supervision of the arrangements for fore- 
manship training. The mechanism of re- 
cruitment was under review and he hoped the 
result would have considerable impact on 
the whole matter in the not very distant 
future; a good deal depended on the em- 
ployers’ selection of the right individual and 
their realisation that the foreman was an 
essential part of the management. 





IN PARLIAMENT 


Scottish Rent Bill 


ON December 9, Mr. JAMES STUART. 

Secretary of State for Scotland, moved 
the Second Reading of the Housing (Repairs 
and Rents) (Scotland) Bill. He said that 
there would be general agreement with its 
main object, namely, the need for arresting 
the serious disrepair and dilapidation in the 
older houses in Scotland. Since State- 
assisted housing began in 1919, successive 
Governments had devoted most of their at- 
tention to a reduction of the housing short- 
age, and, up to September last, no fewer 
than 571,124 new houses had been built, 
which represented about 38 per cent. of the 
total existing stock. But no real progress 
had been made with the pulling down of 
siums. It was true that for a short period 
in the ’thirties some authorities, with the aid 
of Government subsidies, dealt with a few 
of the worst areas in their districts, but, by 
and large, the older parts of our towns and 
villages had remained untouched. 

Latterly, because of rent restriction, the 
rise in the cost of repairs and increases in 
owners’ rates, owners had been progressively 
less able to spend money on maintenance, 
with the result that to-day we were faced 
with an ever-growing problem of dila- 
pidation which must be dealt with before it 
was too late. The Bill proposed, as the first 
line of attack on this problem, to help 
owners, in the interests of their tenants and 
for the preservation of the important 
national asset that housing represents, to put 
their properties into good and tenantable 
repair. In addition, local authorities would 
be given new powers and financial assistance 
to deal with properties which, for one rea- 
son or another, the owners themselves can- 
not repair, or which could only be patched 
pending demolition. 

The increase of rent which the Bill pro- 
posed was two-fifths, or 40 per cent. It 
was a pure coincidence that this was the sum 
of the main increases permitted in 1920. On 
this occasion, however, the increase was for 
repairs only and was based entirely on the 
increase in the cost of repairs since 1939. 
The White Paper on Housing Policy ex- 
plained that the proportion of the rent 
required in 1939 to maintain a house in 
repair amounted, on average, to about one- 
fifth. As their report showed, the Hutson 
Committee found that in 1939, day-to-day 
repairs took 17 per cent. of the rent, painter 
work 1 per cent., and special repairs 2 per 
cent., or 20 per cent. in all. That could be 
broadly confirmed from other sources. 

Most people were only too well aware 
from personal experience of the steady rise 
in the cost of repairs since 1939 and he 
imagined that no one would seriously chal- 


lenge the findings of the Hutson Committee 
in Scotland and the Girdwood Committee in 
England and Wales that these costs had 
trebled in that period. In other words. 
repairs that cost one-fifth of the rent in 1939 
now cost three-fifths—an increase of two- 
fifths. The Government believed, therefore. 
that if, under safeguards, owners of con- 
trolled houses were allowed to increase rents 
by two-fifths, they would be able to main- 
tain their houses in what the law calls good 
and tenantable repair. Accordingly. the 
permitted rent increase proposed by Clause 
14 of the Bill was two-fifths. The tenant 
was being asked to pay for the increase in 
the current costs of repairs only. He was 
not being asked to pay one penny towards 
the accumulated arrears of repair which 
were, and remained, the owner’s responsi- 
bility. The rent increase was subject to con- 
ditions which were carefully designed tw 
ensure that the tenant did, in fact, get the 
benefit of occupying a house in good repair 

Under Clause 15, when the owner pro- 
posed to increase the rent, he must first de- 
clare that the house was both fit for human 
habitation and in good and tenantable re- 
pair, and secondly, that he had incurred cer- 
tain expenditure on repairs in a _ recent 
period. Fitness for human habitation was 
defined only very broadly in the Housing 
Acts by reference to the extent to which a 
house, by reason of disrepair or sanitary 
defects, fell short of the building regula- 
tions in the district. This definition had never 
caused any real difficulty in Scotland and in 
present circumstances there were advantages 
in retaining this broad definition. They 
should trust local authorities in considering 
what houses were fit and what were unfit, to 
exercise the same commonsense as they had 
done in the past and to take account of local 
circumstances, of which they alone were the 
best judges. He was about to send to all 
authorities new model building by-laws 
which he hoped would help them in bringing 
their standards up-to-date. As _ regards 
“good and tenantable repair”—the other 
leg of the condition which must be satisfied 
before the rent increase was payable—this 
term had been used in the Rent Acts since 
1920, and was well understood by the land 
owners. 

After outlining the further provisions of 
the Bill in detail, Mr. Stuart referred to Part 
I. which contained the provisions designed 
to give effect to the Government’s proposals 
for dealing with unfit houses. It was the 
Government’s intention to encourage local 
authorities to continue to exercise their 
powers to the utmost possible extent and to 
resume slum clearance work as soon as local 
circumstances permit. The proposals in 
Part I were not to be regarded in any way 
as a substitute for the demolition of bad 
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houses. But they must be realistic and 
recognise that in many districts, where the 
housing shortage was stili acute, houses 
which were unfit and should be demolished 
would have to remain in occupation for some 
time to come. What they must do in these 
circumstances was to see that the living con- 
ditions of the unfortunate tenants of these 
houses were made as reasonable as possible 
in the meantime. 

This was the purpose of clauses 2 and 3. 
Recognising that in certain circumstances 
unfit houses nyust be retained for occupation, 
the clauses empowered the local authorities 
to postpone demolition and to purchase the 
houses and carry out works on them to make 
the lot of the tenants more tolerable. There 
was, however, a distinction to be drawn 
between these two Clauses. All houses dealt 
with under Clause 2, being in clearance areas, 
would in due course be demolished. Under 
Clause 3 a local authority might not only 
patch individual houses, but might, in cases 
where the cost, though not reasonable to the 
Owner, was reasonable to them, make the 
house entirely fit: indeed, they might 
improve it and bring it up to modern stand- 
ards at a cost substantially less than the cost 
of a new house. Clause 3 was so drafted 
as to give the loca] authority latitude in this 
matter. 

It was unlikely that, in the ordinary way, 
local authorities would be able. to recover, 
over a reasonable period, the expenditure 
they incurred on these houses from the rents 
they charged, when account was taken of the 
annual burdens for repairs, owners’ rates and 
other charges. Accordingly, the Bill as 
drafted provided in Clause 4 for annual con- 
tributions from the Exchequer of £6 10s. 
per house for 15 years. He had a meeting 
with the local authority associations about 
the provisions of the Bill, and this was 
followed last month by a meeting between 
Officials of local authorities and of his 
Department. At this latter meeting it was 
thought on both sides that these financial 
arrangements were reasonable, but he 
thought that he should give the local 
authorities themselves time to consider their 
position more fully. For that reason, he 
did not propose to move the money resolu- 
tion at this stage. The local authorities, as 
landlords, had always had high standards 
and, as he was bound to admit, they would 
not relish becoming slum landlords, even 
for the time being. However, they were 
broadly agreed that this problem had to be 
tackled and that, while undoubtedly it would 
throw heavy administrative burdens upon 
them, it was their job to tackle it. 

There was a provision in Clause 22 to 
remove from the scope of the Rent Acts 
certain houses which were at present con- 
trolled. Those included a small group of 
houses belonging to local authorities still 
subject to the Acts, houses belonging to 
housing associations, including the Scottish 
Special Housing Association, houses belong- 
ing to the New Town Development Corpora- 
tions, to the two Scottish National Housing 
Companies and to Executive Councils set up 
under the National Health Service. The 
proposal also covered houses belonging to 
any housing trust already in existence and 
working on a non-profit making basis. 
Broadly, the Government thought that these 
public bodies or non-profit making associa- 
tions should be put into the same position 
as local authorities and be trusted to act as 
good landlords should, both as regarded 
giving their tenants reasonable security and 
as regarded the fixing of rents. 

The Bill was designed first and foremost 
to benefit the tenants. They were the people 
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who would reap the advantage, in many 
cases a very substantial advantage, for some- 
thing like on the average 2s. 6d. a week. 
That was their contribution. The owners 
would have to carry out their full obliga- 
tions to make good the arrears of repair 
and find the money for this. The Govern- 
ment believed that the question was one of 
preserving a national asset and that the size 
an+ importance of the task was such that 
everyone concerned, property owners, local 
authorities and the tenants alike, must make 
their contribution. 

In the debate which followed, Opposition 
members criticised the Bill, and Mr. Woop- 
BURN moved the following amendment :— 
“That this House, while recognising the 
need to maintain and preserve our national 
stock of habitable houses and to employ 
our building resources to the best effect, 
declines to give a second reading to a Bill 
which proposes an increase of 40 per cent. 
in rents to private Jandlords; contains no 
adequate provision to protect tenants from 
further exploitation; relieves certain owners 
of liability for increases in rates and 
transfers their liability to all other rate- 
payers, including tenants of local authority 
houses and owner-occupiers; and _ will 
result in perpetuating the slums in Scot- 
land by providing for the retention in use 
of houses which local authority medical 
officers have condemned as being unfit for 
human habitation.” 

The amendment was negatived by 304 
votes to 275—Government majority 29—and 
the Bill was read a second time. 


Valuation Staff 

On December 1 Sir IAN FRASER asked the 
Secretary to the Treasury what staff were 
employed on visiting and measuring houses 
for valuation purposes; and how far it was 
their practice first of all to see if there were 
plans of the said houses in the offices of the 
local authority. 

Mr. BoypD-CaRPENTER said that some 1,500 
staff were employed on this work. In the 
case of council houses and new and altered 
private houses they normally made use of 
any plans in the possession of the lacal 
authority. 


Grants to Museums 

On December 1 Mr. Gower asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer if he would 
state the total sums granted to museums in 
England, Wales and Scotland, respectively, 
for the last year for which figures were avail- 
able; and if he would state what sums were 
granted in 1939. 

Mr. BUTLER said that the total sums voted 
for 1953/54 for the national museums, 
galleries and libraries were £1,341,000, 
£112,000 and £118,000 for England, Wales 
and Scotland respectively. The correspond- 
ing totals for 1939/40 were £611,000, 
£37,000 and £41,000. The amounts for 
England and Scotland did not cover the cost 
of buildings and equipment provided by 
other Departments. 


Brickmaking in Bucks 

On November 27 SiR FRANK MARKHAM 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government what representations he had 
now received from the local authorities in 
the Woburn Sands, Buckinghamshire, area. 


protesting against the proposed development: 


of that area for. brickmaking; and whether 
he would set up an independent inquiry to 
consider the proposed changes. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that representations 
had been received from the Newport Pagnell 
Rural District Counc and the Woburn 
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Sands, Aspley Heath and Wavendon Parish 
Councils. Planning permission for the 
development of this land was granted on 
March 30, 1949, after the loca] authorities 
concerned had had an opportunity of stating 
their views, and he could not reopen the 
matter now. 


Prefabricated Houses 


On December 8, Dr. BARNETT STROSS 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government what was his policy for the 
disposal of prefabricated houses when they 
had been occupied for 10 years. 

Mr. Marpces, who replied, said that 
clause 14 of the Housing Repairs and Rents 
Bill dealt with those on open spaces. There 
was no statutory limit to the retention of 
the others. If any local authority wanted 
them removed, the Minister’s principal con- 
cern would be the housing needs of the area. 


Blitzed Cities _ 

On December 8, Mr. KiNG asked the 
Minister of Works what steps he proposed 
to take to secure that the unlicensed build- 
ing of industrial projects under £25,000 did 
not hamper the major building projects of 
war-damaged cities. 

Mr. Foot and Mr. G. P. STEVENS also 
asked questions on the same subject. 

Sir Davip Ecctes said that under the 
new licensing system allocations were no 
longer necessary. Work would be licensed 
up to the capacity of the building industry 
in each area. On this basis he expected to 
issue licences for the blitzed cities as a whole 
to approximately double the value of the 
1953 total allocation. Local authorities of 
blitzed cities were being advised to push for- 
ward negotiations with prospective de- 
velopers and to keep up to date the pro- 
gramme of work they would like to see put 
in hand. At Plymouth, 362 _ building 
workers were employed on reconstruction 
of the centre in September. Next year he 
was prepared to licence double the amount 
allocated last year, and if applications for 
this sum came forward the total would sub- 
stantially exceed the level of 1951. 


Science and Industry 


On December 8, MR. FREDERICK LEE 
asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works, as representing the Lord 
President of the Council, whether he would 
make a statement as to the Government’s 
future policies in respect of the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research. 

SiR WAVELL WAKEFIELD asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of Works, 
as representing the Lord President of the 
Council, what decisions had been reached 
with regard to the representations made to 
him last year by the Parliamentary and 
Scientific Committee with regard to the need 
to increase the financial resources of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search, and, in particular, to enable that 
Department to base its plans on firm bud- 
getary expectations for several years; and 
when it was proposed to submit these deci- 
sions to Parliament for approval. 

Mr. BeEvins said that a general under- 
standing had been reached between the De- 
partment and the Treasury. This agree- 
ment provided for the gradual expansion of 
the Department’s activities over the next five 
years, subject, of course, to necessary reser- 
vations, in particular to the House of Com- 
mons voting the necessary funds. Plans for 
the development of the work of the Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industria] Research 
and for the expansion of its resources were 
described in the annual report of the Depart- 
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ment for 1947-48 (Cmd. 7761). For a 
variety of reasons the expansion which had 
so far taken place was less than was then 
envisaged. The recent understanding pro- 
vided for a programme for the next five years 
on the basis of which the total resources of 
the Department should by 1959 be adequ:te 
to cover some 95 per cent. of the activities 
projected in the plans covered by its 1947- 
48 report, together with some additional 
responsibilities which it had since taken over 
from other Departments. Its principal pzo- 
visions were for an increase of staff over 
five years of 1,000 (bringing the total in 
1959 to about 5,100); for an increase of 
about £900,000, or about 20 per cent., in ‘he 
annua! net vote of the Department over that 
period (exclusive of provisions now made or 
to be made for certain services which were 
not a permanent part of the Departmeni’s 
activities or which might be added thereto as 
additional liabilities); and for a building 
programme (the cost of which would be 
borne on the vote of the Ministry of Works) 
of about £6m. 

The financial provisions were, of course, 
subject to the necessary funds being voted 
annually by Parliament and must be sub- 
ject also to review in the event of a marked 
change in the economic situation or of 
major changes in costs. 


Production Boards 


On December 8, Mr. HENRY BROOKE asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment what were his intentions about the 
future of the regional housing production 
boards. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said, in view of the suc- 
cess attending the efforts of all concerned 
in the housing drive, he did not feel justified 
in continuing to call upon the time of the 
members of the Boards, which they had 
so freely and generously given ever since 
their appointment. They had done their 
task so thoroughly that he had been able 
to agree that they should be dissolved as 
from December 31 next. He was sure the 
House would wish to join him in thanking 
the chairmen and members for their great 
contribution and the excellent way in which 
they had worked with the local authorities 
and the building industry. The Minister of 
Works and the Minister of Labour and 
National Service wished to be associated with 
what he had said. 


Atomic Energy Plants 


On December 10, replying to a debate on 
atomic energy, Sir Davip Ecc ies, the 
Minister of Works, said that his Ministry 
had built all the atomic energy plants in 
this country. He had 950. professional staff 
engaged on nothing but drawings and designs 
for atomic energy plants. 


Landlord and Tenant Bill 


On December 10, SiR Davin MAXWELL 
FyFe, the Home Secretary, introduced the 
Landlord and Tenant Bill, to provide security 
of tenure for occupying tenants under certain 
leases of residential property at low rents 
and for occupying sub-tenants of tenants 
under such leases; to enable tenants occupy- 
ing property for businéss, professional of 
certain other purposes to obtain new 
tenancies in certain cases; to amend and 
extend the Landlord and Tenant Act, 1927, 
the Leasehold Property (Repairs) Act, 1938, 
and Section 84 of the Law of Property Act, 
1925; to confer jurisdiction on the County 
Court in certain disputes between landlords 
and tenants; to make provision for the te:- 
mination of tenancies of derelict land. The 
Bill was formally read a first time. 
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LCC 


House Maintenance Costs 


IN connection with the Girdwood Commit- 

tee’s report on the cost of house main- 
tenance, the LCC housing committee state 
that the findings given in the report are 
broadly consistent with the council’s experi- 
ence. The following factors are relevant in 
comparing the council’s own experience with 
the findings of the Girdwood Committee:— 


(1) As regards labour costs, the council 
had in 1939 already given to its employees 
some of the benefits now accorded to the 
building trade generally; it has not sustained 
any extra cost for guaranteed time for stop- 
pages owing to inclement weather; its experi- 
ence on loss of productivity is not quite so 
substantial as that indicated in the Gird- 
wood report; and, finally, the basic trade 
rates in 1939 and 1953 for the London area 
show the minimum increase compared with 
the rest of the country. For these reasons, 
the council’s index of costs of housing main- 
tenance (1939= 100) was shown in 
February, 1953, to be 277. 


(2) Materials costs have proved more diffi- 
cult to calculate as the information which 
is available about 1939 expenditure is in- 
adequate. For flats, the figure is estimated 
at 230 (1939 = 100) and for houses 243, 


(3) Using the Girdwood Committee’s pro- 
portions of labour to material (73 : 27), 
which differ little from the council’s experi- 
ence, a composite index for the council’s 
housing maintenance corresponding to the 
Girdwood figure of 316 would be 267. This 
figure, however, by no means represents the 
full rise in costs to the council for it is 
important to remember that the average age 
of the properties included in the council’s 
housing revenue account No. 1 in 1939 was 
only eight and a half years compared with 
the national average of 30-40 years. To- 
day that average age for the dwellings built 
by 1939 would be 224 years and the elements 
of repair work necessary have changed as 
the properties have aged. Since a greater 
amount of maintenance work on houses is 
now being done than was necessary in 1939, 
the actual costs are higher than the council's 
index figure would seem to suggest. At 
Becontree estate, Essex, for example, the 
actual cost a dwelling of repairs in 1951-52 
was slightly more than three times the 1938- 
39 costs and in 1952-53 was about three and 
one-third times. 


Conversion of Drying-rooms 


THE Housing Committee’s proposals for 
the modernisation of the council’s older 
estates include the substitution of small 
heated drying-rooms for large unheated 
drying-rooms and the conversion of the 
space thus saved into additional housing 
accommodation. They have .approved 
schemes as follows for three estates :— 


Kingsmead Estate; Hackney.—At this 
estate there are 103 common washrooms and 
42 unheated drying-rooms. Thirty-two of 
the drying-rooms will be converted into 25 
two-room and seven three-room flats, which, 
owing to the absence of flues, will be heated 
by electric fires. Five small drying-rooms 
will be unaltered and the remaining five will 
be converted into heated drying-rooms and 
eight additional bedrooms. A heated drying- 
cabinet will be provided in each of 20 of 
the common washrooms. The estimated cost 
of the work, including incidental expenses, 
is £41,519. 

Sumner Estate, Camberwell—Of the 15 
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unheated drying-rooms at this estate, 13 will 
be adapted to provide four two-room flats, 
three three-room flats and four four-room 
flats and an additional bedroom for each 
of two existing flats. Eight heated drying- 
rooms will be provided from the other two 
unheated drying-rooms or washrooms. It is 
proposed to install a heated drying-cabinet 
in each of 22 washrooms at the estate. The 
estimated cost of the work, including inci- 
dental expenses, is £17,551. 

Kennington Park Estate, Lambeth.——There 
are 40 unheated drying-rooms at this estate. 
By converting two existing adjoining three- 
room flats into two-room flats and combin- 
ing the surplus accommodation with 22 of 
the drying-rooms, 15 two-room flats, eight 
three-room flats and one four-room flat can 
be provided. As there are no flues, space 
heating will be by electric fires. Two heated 
drying-rooms will be provided and 60 of 
the existing washrooms will each be pro- 
vided with a drying-cabinet. The estimated 
cost of the work, including incidental 
expenses, is £30,012. 

The Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has agreed in principle that the con- 
version of unheated drying-rooms into new 
units of accommodation will rank for im- 
provement grant under Section 15 of the 
Housing Act, 1949. 


Brick Supplies 


THE General Purposes Committee have 
authorised the council’s chief officer of sup- 
plies to accept quotations above £1,500 in 
value for the supply of bricks or building 
blocks for new housing construction. Nor- 
mally, the supplies officer can only make 
immediate purchases where the cost does not 
exceed £1,500. In the present circumstances 
it is felt that delay in acceptance of offers 
might prejudice supplies. The committee 
state that increased difficulty in obtaining 
bricks has resulted in some cases in a slowing 
down of construction work. 


MOW WINTER LECTURES 


Programme for January 


(PHE programme of Ministry of Works 
lectures for January is as follows: — 


January 1.—‘‘ Application of Zinc in Modern 
Building.’? by H. G. Ridge. —— College, Roe 
Green, Hatfield. Herts. 7.30 p 

January 4.—‘‘ Productivity A = Building,’’ by 
A. E. Chittenden, AM ~pool Small Assembly Hall, 
Town Hall, Luton. 7.30 p 


January 5.—‘‘ The Building (Safety, Health and 
Welfare) Regs.. 1948,’ by an officer from H.M. In- 
spectorate of Factories. Red Lion Hotel, High-street, 


High agp 7 p.m 


January ‘Structural Uses of Timber,” b¥ S. 
Woolf, WSc{Eine). Gas Board’s Lecture Theatre, Gas 
Showrooms, Town Hall Extension, Albert-square, 
Manchester. 7.15 p.m 


January 6.—Debate: ‘‘ Building Research and the 
Industry: What is the Practical Value of Building 
Research? ’’ Public Library, Vernon-road, Scar- 
borough. 7 p.m. 

January 11.—‘‘ Thermoplastic Tiling.”’ by F. L. 
Brady. Technical College, Manor Croft, Burton-on- 
Trent. 7.15 p.m 
January 12. —‘* Debate: That Greater Use of Alter- 
native Materials Would Give Increased Productivity in 
New Housing.’’ King’s College, Newcastle- poset? 


p.m. 
) 12.—‘* Modern Developments in Concrete,’ 
by R. C. Blyth. MICE, MIStructE. Central Ait, 


2, Cross-street, Aldershot. 7 p.m. 
” January 12.—‘‘ Powered Hand Tools,’’ by A. F. 
Coare. Technical College, Nelson-stfeet, Rochdale. 


7.15 p.m. 

January 12.—‘t Sewage Treatment,”’ by G. Lloyd 
Ackers, MICE. MIStructE. South-East London Tech- 
nical College. Dept. of Building, Worsley Bridge-road, 
Lower Sydenham, SE26._ 7.15 p.m 

January 12.—‘‘ Some Problems of Tiled and Slated 
Roofs.”’ by G. J. Langdon-Thomas, ARIBA. Marine 
Hydro, Rhyl. 7 p.m.; and on January 13 at the Old 
Vicarage, Waterloo-street. Bangor. 7 p.m. 

January 14.—‘* Brains Trust: Use of Stone in Build- 
ing.’”? Lauders Restaurant, 22, King-street, Kilmar- 
nock. 7.15 p.m. 

January 14 ‘ Principles of Sound Plumbing,’’ by 
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R. V. Lindsley, ARICS. Technical College, Sunder- 
land. 7 p.m. 

January 14.—‘‘ Introduction to Programming and 


Progressing for Builders,’’ 
AMICE, Conservative Hall, Sankey-street, Warring- 
ton. 7.15 p.m. . 

January 14.—** Prestressed Concrete,’’ by J. S. 
Arlett, Hammersmith School of Building, Lime-grove, 
W12. 7.15 p.m. 

January 15.—**‘ Good Practice in Plumbing,’’ by 
R. T. Gillet, BSc, AMICE. Technical College, Roc 
Green, Hatfield, Herts. 7.30 p.m. 

January 15.—‘‘ Colour in Industry,’’ by R. F. 
Wilson, FRSA. Portland Hall, The «SA Al Little 
Tichfield- street, Wl. 7.15 p.m. 

January 19. —‘* Problems of Plastering and Render- 
ing,”’ by E. L. Westbrook. Police otal Room, 
Shakespeare-street, Nottingham. 7.15-p 

January 19.—‘* Better Building (British Standards 
and Codes of Practice),’’ by Patrick Cutbush, ARIBA 
MoW Building, Ashley-street, Birmingham 3 
7.15 p.m. 

January 19.—‘* Concrete Placing and Formwork,’’ 
by L. J. Murdock, AMICE. Technical College, North- 
gate, Darlington. 7 p.m 

January 19.—* The Thermal Insulation of Build- 
ings,’ by J. M. Boardman. Technical College, Ton- 
bridge-road, Maidstone. 7 p.m. 

January 19.—** Small Heating and Ventilating In- 
stallations,’’ by A. M. Palmer, BSc, AMIMechE. 
Liberal Club, 26, Broad-street, Reading. p.m 
‘The Structural Uses of Timber, hae by 


by A. E. Chittenden, 


January 19.— 


H. Wilkinson. ae Hall, Technical College, Leigh, 
Lancs. 7.15 p 

January 0 The New Model By-Laws,” by 
R. A. Simons. Se of Technology, Byrom-street, 


Liverpool. 7.15 p 

January 20.—‘* pF Placing and Formwork,”’ 
by L. J. Murdock, AMICE. Kirby Grammar School, 
Middlesbrough. 7 p.m. 

January 20.—‘‘ Mechanical Aids in Painting and 
Decorating Trades.’’ by . W. Webster. North 
Staffordshire Technical College, Cauldon-place, Stoke- 
on-Trent. 7. 15 } p.m. 

January 20.—‘* Concrete a and Formwork,’’ 
by A. B. ean AMIC Tottenham Technical 
College, ey N15. ais p.m 

January Legal Obligations ‘of Building Con- 
tractors,” by John J. Clarke, Medway Technical 
College, High-street, Chatham. 7.15 p.m.; and on 
January 21 at the Brixton School of Building, Fern- 
dale-road, Brixton. SW4. 7.15 p.m. 

January 21.— * The Principles of Sound Plumbing,”’ 
by R. V. Lindsley. ARICS. Staff Canteen, Eaton- 
street, Crewe. 7.15 p.m. 

January 26.—‘‘ Problems of Plastering and Ren- 
dering,’ by E. L. Westbrook. Southampton Technical 
College, Department of Building, Albert-road, South- 


ampton. 7 p.m. 
January 26.—‘* Design and Quality Control of Con- 
crete Mixes,”’ by J. Runcie. Technical College, West 


Hartlepool. 7 p.m. 
_ January 26.—"* The Advantages of Thermal Insula- 
tion of Building Structures,’’ by E. W. Herrington, 


AMICE. Technical College, Great Horton-road, 
Bradford. 7.15 p.m. 
January 26.—‘* Good Practice in Plumbing,’’ by 


F. N. Shimmin, AMICE. Central Library, Swansea. 
7 p.m.: and on January 27 at the Central Café, 
Stepney-street, Llanelly. 7 p.m. 

January 27.—*‘ Better Building (British Standards 
and Codes of Practice),’’ by Patrick Cutbush, ARIBA. 
Lecture Theatre, Technical College, Bolton. 7.15 p.m. 

January 27.—‘‘ Problems of Gypsum and Lime 
Plastering,’’ by W. H. Ransom. College of Arts and 
Technology, The Newarke, Leicester. 7.15 p.m. 

January 27.—‘‘ Some Building Methods in the 
USA,”’ by W. Ray Turner. Technical College, Queen- 
street South, Huddersfield. 7.15 p.m. 

January 27.—‘‘ Some Factors Influencing the Per- 
formance of Woodworking Machinery,’’ by P. Harris, 


AMIMechE. South-East London Technical College, 
Worsley  Bridge-road, Lower Sydenham, SE26. 
7.15 p.m. 

January 28.—‘* Legal Obligations of Building Con- 
tractors,’’ by John J. Clarke. Technical College, 
Walsall.. 7.15 p.m. 


January 28.—‘‘ Good Practice in Plumbing,” by 
> N. Shimmin, AMICE. Town Hall, Milford Haven. 

p.m. 

January 28.—*‘ The Thermal Insulation of Build- 


— by G. L. Haddon. Adelphi Hotel, Hastings. 
p.m. 
January 28.—‘* Modern Developments in Concrete,’”’ 


by R. C. Blyth, MICE, MIStructE. Croydon Poly- 
technic, Selfiurst-road, South Norwood, SE25. 7 p.m. 

January 29.—‘‘ Copper and Its Use in Buildings,”’ 
by Ernest Carr. Technical College, Roe Green, Hat- 
field, Herts. 7.30 p.m. 
RSI Honours 

The Duke of Norfolk and the Earl of 
Athlone have accepted election as vice- 
presidents emeriti of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute. 
LCC Architects 

In reply to a question at a meeting of the 
London County Council on December 1, 
Mr. T. W. Gillinder, chairman of the Estab- 
lishment Committee, stated that 185 qualified 
architects had been directly employed by the 
Council in 1938, in comparison with 541 
employed at the present time. 
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LAW REPORTS 


Builders in Liquidation: Sub- 
contractors’ Claim Successful 


CHANCERY DIVISION. 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE WYNN-PARRY. 


Helical Bar and Engineering Co., Ltd., v. 
Liquidator of Tout and Finch, Ltd., and 
others 


rfwo questions of importance to the build- 

ing trade and local authorities arising 
from building contracts were decided by Mr. 
Justice Wynn-Parry in the Chancery Division 
on December 15, on an application by the 
Helical Bar and Engineering Company, Ltd., 
of Victoria-street, SW, to which the respon- 
dents were the liquidator of Tout and Finch, 
Ltd., building contractors, now being volun- 
tarily wound-up, Ilford Borough Council, 
and B. Finch and Company, Ltd., of 
Belvedere Works, Sherwood-road, Barking- 
side, Essex, representing creditors of the 
company in liquidation. 

The applicants asked for a declaration 
that, in accordance with Clause 21 (c) of a 
building contract between Tout and Finch, 
Ltd., and Ilford BC, the Council were 
entitled upon a certificate of their architect 
to pay to the applicants, who were nominated 
sub-contractors, the balance of money 
remaining unpaid on previous certificates in 
favour of the applicants. 

They also asked for a declaration that the 
interest of Tout and Finch, Ltd., in certain 
retention money, as defined in their sub- 
contract with the company, and retained 
by Ilford BC under the Council’s contract 
with the company, was fiduciary, and that the 
liquidator, in accordance with Clause 11 (h) 
of: the sub-contract, was bound to retain such 
money and pay it to the applicants less only 
a cash discount of 2} per cent. provided for 
by the sub-contract. 

Mr. Raymond Jennings, QC, for the appli- 
cants, said that Tout and Finch, Ltd., went 
into voluntary liquidation in December, 
1952, and were insolvent. On January 15, 
1951, they entered into a contract with 
Ilford BC for the erection of 57 flats on the 
Mossford Green site, Ilford, for £66,000. 
They entered into a sub-contract on April 23, 
1951, with the applicants, who were ferro- 
concrete specialists, for the construction of 
special floors and roofs. The main contract 
was the usual form of RIBA contract, and 
the sub-contract was the form approved by 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers and the Federation of Associa- 
tions of Specialists and Sub-Contractors. 

Mr. Jennings said the Council nominated 
their own specialist sub-contractor but were 
in contractual relationship only with the 
main contractor. In order to give the sub- 
contractor some security beyond merely 
looking to the main contractor for his 
money, the contractor in his contract with 
the sub-contractor was declared to be trustee 
for the sub-contractor for any money re- 
tained by the Council against defects so far 
as the money related to work done by the 
sub-contractor. Further, there was a pro- 
vision in the main contract whereby, in cer- 
tain circumstances, the building owner was 
entitled to pay direct to the sub-contractor 
sums due to him. The relevant clause pro- 
vided that this could be done if the building 
owner found that sums which ought to have 
been paid by the main contractor to the sub- 
contractor had not been paid. The sum 
claimed under this head was in the region of 
£600. 

Giving judgment, Mr. Justice Wynn-Parry 
said that both questions turned on the con- 
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struction of the contracts. The first, so far 
as construction was concerned, turned en- 
tirely on Clause 21 of the main contract, of 
which sub-clause (c) provided that the archi- 
tect had a right before he issued his certifi- 
cate to ascertain from the contractors 
whether the contractor had duly discharged 
the amounts due to the nominated sub- 
contractors under previous certificates with 
the consequence that if the architect found 
the contractor had not made such payments 
the Council had the right to pay such 
amounts and deduct them from sums other- 
wise payable to the contractor. 

His lordship said he could not accept the 
construction of the relevant clauses submitted 
by counsel on behalf of the general body of 
creditors of the company and he must make 
a declaration in favour of the applicants. 

Considering the second question which 
had been raised, his lordship said this in- 
volved the construction of Clause 11, and 
particularly sub-clauses (b) and (h) of the 
sub-contract, which respectively defined 
“retention money” and the contractor’s in- 
terest in such money, which was stated to be 
fiduciary. 

His lordship said he thought that the com- 
pany, under the main contract, had in the 
retention money an,interest which they could 
make the subject of a valid equitable 
assignment and this they had effectively 
done by the language of sub-clause (h). The 
applicants, therefore, were entitled to their 
declaration on this issue. 

The costs of the application’ would come 
out of the assets of the company in the 
winding-up. 


Architect Found Liable for Defective 
Paintwork at Seaside Hotel 


QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION. 
BEFORE MR. JUSTICE LLOYD-JACOoB. 


Sandown Hotels, Ltd., v. B. L. Phelps 


[N the Queen’s Bench Division on Decem- 

ber 8, Sandown Hotels, Ltd., owners of 
the Sandringham Hotel, Sandown, Isle of 
Wight, sued Mr. Basil Llewellyn Phelps, a 
chartered surveyor and registered architect, 
of High-street, Shanklin, claiming damages 
for alleged negligence or breach of duty 
in connection with repainting at their hotel. 
Mr. Phelps denied the allegations. 

Mr. Neil Lawson (instructed by Messrs. 
Alexander Fine and Co.) appeared for the 
plaintiffs; Mr. C. P. Harvey, QC, and Mr. 
Bernard Braithwaite (instructed by Messrs. 
Oswald Hickson Collier and Co.) represented 
the defendant. 

The plaintiffs’ case was that, the Sandring- 
ham Hotel not having been repainted for 
about 10 years, the defendant was engaged 
to get out specifications and supervise the 
work in 1948 and 1949. The woodwork was 
repainted, and plaintiffs alleged that towards 
the autumn of 1949 the paint was flaking off 
and the work proved to be “a disastrous 
failure.” They claimed that Mr. Phelps was 
negligent, in particular in failing to specify 
that all old paint be burnt off, and that an 
oily base primer containing metal be applied 
before the undercoat. They also alleged in- 
sufficient supervision. 

It was denied by Mr. Phelps that the work 
as originally done was unsatisfactory or 
useless, or that, if it were, it was due to 
any negligence or breach of duty on his 
part. He warned plaintiffs that the paint 
would not stay on as the wood was saturated 
with salt, but was ordered to get the work 
done at once. 

The paint and primer used were similar 
to those used on a local housing estate, and 
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the specification was adequate as to the 
materials and preparation of the work. 
There was proper supervision, and defendant 
visited the site almost every day. He took 
all possible care. 

Giving judgment, Mr. Justice Lloyd-Jacob 
said the plaintiffs were now having the pre- 
mises repainted, and they had had the benefit 
of such paint as had remained on the wood- 
work, There was no evidence of damage 
except that the cost of the present repainting 
had been increased because, owing to the 
unsatisfactory nature of the existing paint 
it was found necessary to burn off the whole 
of it, reprime, and apply two undercoats 
and one finish coat. It was now agreed that 
the cost of that extra work would be £350, 
which, with scale fees of six per cent., gave 
a total of £371, if defendant was liable. 

As to liability his lordship said there was 
no lack of skill or care on the part of Mr. 
Phelps in drawing up the specification. He 
(the judge) could not find that the only way 
to secure adhesion of the paint was by com- 
pletely preparing the wood as for new work, 
and the specification was satisfactory in call- 
ing for a “ good quality pink primer.” 

It would be wrong to attribute the failure 
of the work to the paint itself. 

His lordship said he did not accept Mr. 
Phelps’s statement that he warned plaintiffs 
that, because of the condition of the wood- 
work, they should not expect satisfactory 
results. He had no doubt that a competent 
examination of the woodwork, as prepard 
by the contractors’ workpeople, would have 
shown that, if new paint was applied to the 
surfaces not burnt off, there was risk that 
the new paint would not adhere. 

The defendant, who had extensive experi- 


ence of conditions at the seaside, should have § 


given particular attention to the preparation 
of the woodwork before the paint was 
applied, and his lordship held that he had 
not sufficiently supervised the work. On that 
ground the plaintiffs were entitled to succeed 
and there would be judgment in their favour 
for £371, with ‘costs. 
A stay of execution was granted. 


Claim for Damages for Injury by 
Faulty Ladder Fails 


QUEEN’S BENCH DivIsIoNn. 
BEFORE MR. JusTICE PILCHER. 


Johnson vy. Croggon and Co., Ltd., and 
Macey and Sons, Ltd. 


Mr. JoHN JouNson, 39, formerly a steel 
erector, of Northville-drive, Southend, was 
placed by his employers, Croggon and Co., 
Ltd., of Upper Thames-street, London, in 
charge of the work of -putting steel roofing 
on to a refrigeration house at farm premises 
owned by Macey and Sons, Ltd., of Sutton 
Valence, Kent. The work was nearly done 
when, on November 24, 1949, Mr. Johnson 
fell about 14 ft. while descending a fruit- 
picker’s ladder which he had used to get up 
to the roof. The ladder broke into three 
sections. As a result of his injuries Mr. 
Johnson can no longer work as a steel 
erector, and walks with a limp. 

On December 14, Mr. Justice Pilcher, in 
the Queen’s Bench Division, gave judgment 
against him in an action in which he claimed 
damages from his employers, and Macey 
and Sons, Ltd. His lordship said Mr. John- 
son negligently selected an unsafe ladder 
when he could have had builders’ ladders 
sent to the farm. Had his claim succeeded 
the damages would have been £1,500. 

Mr. Justice Pilcher gave judgment for 
on defendants, but made no order as to 
costs. 
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BUILDING WORKER’S 
FATAL FALL | 


Firm Fined £10 for Breach of Safety 
- Regulations 


A BUILDING worker walking along a 
*™ single plank at the site of an office 
and factory building in course of erection 
at 361, City-road, London ECI, fell 55 ft. 
down a hoistway and died as a result of his 
injuries. 

This was stated at Old-street Magistrates’ 
Court on November 11, when the deceased’s 
employers, Dove Srothers, Ltd. of 
Cioudesley-place, Islington, were fined £10 
fer contravening a safety regulation in that 
the hoistway was not efficiently protected by 
a “substantial enclosure.” An alternative 
summons which alleged that the man was 
injured in consequence of the alleged breach, 
wis dismissed. 

Pleas of not guilty had been entered to 
both summonses. 

In outlining the case for the prosecution 
at the first hearing, Mr. V. C. Jordan, the 
factory inspector, said it was alleged that the 
defendant company failed efficiently to 
protect the hoistway of a builder’s hoist and 
as a result, a worker named William Duffy 
was killed. 

The defendant company, Mr. Jordan said, 
were engaged on the construction of a large 
combined office and factory building and on 
May 15—the date of the accident—work had 
proceeded to the level of the fourth floor, 
some 55 feet above the ground level. In 
order to transport materials to that height 
from dumps in the yard, a builder’s hoist was 
erected, surrounded»by a tower and tubular 
steel scaffolding. 

The deceased, who was a leading ganger, 
was working on a platform on the fourth 
floor level, unloading bricks which were 
being sent up on a skip. At that level, 
the arrangement of the scaffolding giving 
access to the hoistway comprised two inde- 
pendent platforms, both five boards wide, 
and a single board joining them at the end. 
This with the hoist platform formed the 
enclosure. 

Along the side of both five-board plat- 
forms and at a level of 4 ft. 3 in., at the 
edge of the hoistway, was a -single guard 
rail. This did not continue along the inside 
edge of the single board and there were no 
gates and no other protection round the 
hoistway at that level. 

Mr. Jordan said that Duffy was standing 
on the platform when Mr. Cattini, the 
general foreman on the site, approached and 
asked him to tell the men below to open the 
gate to allow a ballast lorry to enter. Duffy 
ducked under the guard rail and went on 
to a single board and he was followed on 
to it by Mr. Cattini. They both stood on the 
board while Duffy called to the men below. 
Duffy then began to walk along the single 
plank to the right hand five-board platform. 
Mr. Cattini remained, looking down into the 
yard, and so did not have a very clear view 
of what happened subsequently. He noticed 
Duffy reach the region of the guard rail and 
the next thing that he knew was feeling a 
touch on his hand and that, it was assumed, 
was a despairing grab for support by Duffy 
us he fell, because as Cattini felt the grab he 
turned and saw Duffy falling down into the 
hoistway, and he fell 55 feet into the skip 
at the bottom of the hoistway and died as 
the result of injuries received. 

It was the prosecution’s case that the single 


guard rail provided at the inside edge of the 
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two five-board platforms and _ not 
at all on the inside edge of the single 
board in no way satisfied the require- 
ments of the regulation for the efficient pro- 
tection of the hoistway by a substantial en- 
closure. Had such efficient protection been 
provided, the prosecution contended, the ac- 
cident would not have happened. 


Mr. Victor Cattini, the general foreman, 
mentioned in evidence that Duffy was a 
competent man. It was a filthy day and 
the boards were all wet and greasy. He told 
Duffy to go down to see to the ballast but 
he said he would shout down. 


When the hearing was resumed on Novem- 
ber 11 the evidence for the defence was 
given by Mr. Ernest Licrece, the defendant 
company’s plant inspector. 


Witness spoke of visits to the site in City- 
rd. prior to the accident and said he gave 
instructions for two 3 ft. high rails to be 
put on either side of the hoist platform. 
When he visited again on May 15 they had 
been taken off. They had been bolted down 
with proper couplings. He had had them put 
up to prevent anyone walking into the hoist- 
way and so falling down. 

Replying to the magistrate (Mr. Harold 
Sturge), witness said it was not intended to 
use the skip for bricks on May 15, only 
concrete. 

Evidence was also given by John C. 
Wilson, another employee of the defendant 
company. He said that before the tea break 
on the day of the accident there were two 
guard rails, 3 ft. high. After the accident 
he found the guard rails were not there. 
Duffy had been the only person at that point. 


“A Substantial Enclosure” 

Mr. Hayman (defending counsel) con- 
tended, so far as the lesser summons was 
concerned, that the 3 ft. guard rail consti- 
tuted a substantial enclosure within the mean- 
ing of the regulation. But when there was a 
switchover to solid goods there should have 
been gates in position because the guard rail 
had been taken down. Clearly, at that 
moment, there was no longer an enclosure 
and at that moment it would be a technical 
breach. 

Dealing with the second summons, Mr. 
Hayman asked the Court to accept that it 
was not in consequence of the breach that 
Duffy came to his death. Duffy could have 
opened the gate as easily as ducking under 
a guard rail. No matter what was put up, 
had he wanted to go to where he did go, he 
would still have came to his death. Only a 
solid barrier at the hoistway would be full 
compliance. 

There was no cause or connection between 
the death and the enclosure, counsel argued. 
“Duffy could have been there even if there 
had been the best barrier in the world by 
going through the gates or a barrier of tubes 
one foot apart if he had wished to,” Mr. 
Hayman added. 

After hearing the factory inspector again, 
the magistrate upheld Mr. Hayman’s sub- 
mission and dismissed the second summons. 
He said he did not consider that there had 
been a substantial enclosure sufficient to 
comply with the Act, but he did not think, 
however, that it was as a consequence of that, 
that “this most unfortunate workman” met 
his death. 

Replying to Mr. Jordan, who asked if 
the magistrate would be prepared to state a 
case, Mr. Sturge replied that upon proper 
application in writing as to the point of law 
involved, he would consider it. 
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THE TRANSPORT LEVY 
How the New Charge on Vehicles will 
be Estimated 
By GRAHAM SAVILLE 


.BRUILDERS should be aware that a new 

form of transport tax comes into force 
on January 1 next. This is the transport 
levy called for by the Transport Act, 1953, 
and it will be found that the amounts 
involved are quite considerable. 

Some idea of the nature of the charges 
can be seen from the following items, apply- 
ing to ordinary goods vehicles: For those 
exceeding 24 tons unladen weight, but not 
exceeding 2} tons, the charge is £7 8s. 6d. 
Many builders use vehicles of higher unladen 
weights, and those exceeding 4} tons, but 
not exceeding 5 tons, will have to pay a 
charge of £13 10s.!| The charge is actually 
at the rate of 13s. 6d. for each 4} ton, or 
part of 4 ton, unladen weight. 

The levy will apply to pfactically all 
vehicles used by traders engaged in the build- 
ing and allied industries. The only vehicles 
to be excepted are those not exceeding 1} 
tons in unladen weight, and also farmers’ 
goods vehicles, showmen’s goods vehicles, 
electrically propelled goods vehicles, tower 
vehicles, local authorities’ watering vehicles, 
and vehicles exempt from licence duty. 

Some traders will be interested in the 
special levy which applies to vehicles when 
used to draw trailers, and the scale is as 


follows :— 
se ¢ 


Exceeding 1} tons, but not exceeding 


24 tons unladen weight 214 0 
Exceeding 2$ tons, but 

4 tons unladen weight ~~ 410 0 
Exceeding 4 tons unladen weight .. ee oC 

The amounts given refer to the whole year. 

The point which should be specially borne 
in mind by building firms at this stage is 
that the levy is based on unladen weight, and 
they should realise how this is computed. 

The weight of the vehicle, inclusive of 
body and all parts which are necessary to 
or ordinarily used with the vehicle when 
working on the road, has to be taken, but 
the weight of water, fuel or accumulators, 
used for the purpose of the supply of power 
for the propulsion of the vehicle, and all 
loose tools and loose equipment, may be 
excluded. 

If alternative bodies or parts are used, the 
heavier has to be taken when calculating 
the unladen weight. 


Period of Contributions 


It is naturally of the greatest importance 
to appreciate the period over which the levy 
will operate. 

In the first place, it is to be for a period 
of two years, and thereafter its cc~*inuance 
is largely at the discretion of the Minister 
of Transport, who will be guided by the 
state of the Transport Fund. 

This fund will receive the moneys accru- 
ing from the transport levy and from it will 
be paid a number of items. These include 
the loss sustained by the British Transport 
Commission in respect of the sale of the 
Road Haulage Executive Undertaking; a 
million pounds which is also to be paid to 
the British Transport Commission for the 
disturbances caused by the transference; the 
expenses of the Road Haulage Disposal 
Board; and sundry other items. 

With the introduction of this new transport 
levy it should be noted that the renewal 
of ordinary road fund licences for goods 
vehicles and tractors cannot be made at 
post offices. 


not exceeding 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 
Time Limit on Planning Permission 
Removed by Minister 


(CONDITIONS imposed by the Southamp- 

ton Corporation in granting permission 
for the erection of factory premises on land 
situated at Chessel Farm, Bitterne-road, 
Southampton, have been discharged by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government. 


The conditions were (1) that permission 
should be for a temporary period expiring 
on December 31, 1960, and (2) that particu- 
lars and detailed plans of the proposed 
development should be submitted to and 
approved by the Council. 


The appeal site consists of just under three 
acres of low-lying land between Bitterne- 
road and the river Itchen, and is allocated 
in the development plan as a public open 
space, 

It was contended on behalf of the 
appellants that the land was far more suit- 
able for the industrial purposes proposed 
than for public open space. Other than the 
adjoining allotment land, the site possessed 
the only undeveloped river frontage south 
of Northam Bridge, the point to which the 
river Itchen is navigable to sea-going vessels. 
This made the site an extremely valuable one 
for industry. 


On behalf of the Council it was claimed 
that the land was badly needed as an open 
space to serve the immediate area and in 
connection with a long-term plan to -open 
up and improve access to the river frontage. 
Permanent development of the site for indus- 
trial purposes would upset this plan. 

In giving his decision, the Minister states 
that having regard to the location of the site 
and to the development around it he does 
not feel that there are sufficient grounds for 
objection to the land being used for the 
industrial purposes proposed. He observes, 
moreover, that the land was reserved for 
eventual use as an open space as long ago as 
1928 and although it has been allocated for 
that purpose in the development plan it does 
not appear to the Minister. on the basis of 
the evidence before him, that the Council 
would be likely to acquire it for many years 
to come. In_ these’ circumstances the 
Minister does not consider that the imposi- 
tion of a time limit on the development 
proposed is justified. 

He has accordingly decided to allow the 
appeal to the extent that he hereby dis- 
charges the conditions imposed by the Coun- 
cil and substitutes the following: The layout 
of the site and the siting, design and external 
appearance of the proposed buildings shal) 
be as agreed by the Council or, in default 
of agreement, as determined by the Minister. 


Proposed Extension of Factory 
Premises: Appeal Allowed 


THE MINISTER OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT has overruled the refusal of 
the Enfield UDC to allow Messrs. Braham, 
Patterson and Benham, Ltd., to extend their 
Strayfield Works at Clay Hill. The com- 
pany, who are engaged in making gravel and 
quarry plant, vibrating screens and drilling 
and other equipment, proposed to add 5,000 
sq. ft. to the assembly shop for the accom- 
modation of large machinery. 

The factory stands in some 17 acres of 
land which, except for a house, consists 
mainly of orchard and woodland. 

On behalf of the Council it was stated 
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that a number of extensions to the factory 
had already been permitted and the question 
now was whether there should be any 
further encroachment upon land which 
formed part of the green belt. 

The Minister states that he finds it very 
difficult to withhold from the appellant com- 
pany permission to carry out an extension 
to a factory which has for so long been 
established on the appeal] site. The firm 
seemed to him to be conscious of the need 
to preserve the amenities of the area and he 
felt that he was unable to uphold the Coun- 
cil’s decision. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


Copper Tubes for General Purposes 


HE British Standards Institution has just 
published __B.S.2017: 1953 — Copper 
Tubes for General Purposes. There have 
previously been published a number of 
standards for copper tubes for specialised 
uses, which in most cases include fully 
dimensioned tables of sizes of tubes to which 
the standards apply. The need has been felt, 
however, for a standard for copper tubes 
which would meet the requirements of 
general users who find it difficult to select 
suitable sizes from the dimensional tables 
in existing standards and who may often pre- 
fer to specify copper tubes by the outside 
diameter required, normally expressed in 
inches and fractions of an inch, and by the 
required thickness, normally in imperial 
standard wire gauge numbers. 


It is believed that the standard in the form 
now presented should meet the needs indi- 
cated above, including, among others, those 
of users in the automobile, petroleum and 
refrigeration industries, from whom requests 
have previously been received for a new 
standard to meet their special requirements. 


In many instances, tubes for general usage 
are required for connection by fittings in- 
volving a close fit between the outside of the 
tube and the socket of the fitting. It has 
been considered desirable, therefore, to in- 
clude two ranges of tolerances on outside 
diameter: Table 2 providing for the usual 
plus and minus tolerances, and Table 3 pro- 
viding for a limited minus tolerance only to 
meet the conditions required for connection 
by the types of fittings mentioned. It has 
been found necessary to confine the appli- 
cation of the closer range of tolerances on 
diameter to a preferred list of sizes from 
4 in. to 2 in. outside diameter which is given 
in Appendix A. 


With a view to promoting a reduction in 
the number of sizes demanded, it is hoped 
that users will endeavour to select their tube 
sizes up to 2 in. outside diameter from the 
list of preferred sizes in Appendix A, irre- 
spective of the range of tolerances on 
diameter which is required. 

The standard indicates a preferred method 
of designating tubes for general purposes 
which it is hoped will be followed by users 
wherever practicable. 


Appendix B gives tables of sizes of copper 
tubes for general purposes required for 
screwed connections, taken from B.S. 61, 
Part 1. 


Appendix C gives a table of sizes of copper 
tubes for the petroleum industry. These sizes 
have been selected from Tables 5 and 6 of 
B.S. 1306, Part 2, “Seamless copper tubes 
for steam services,” with the exception of the 
24 in, size which is similar to the correspond- 
ing size in ASTM B42. 
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Additional provisions to meet the special 
conditions of the refrigeration industry are 
included separately in Section Two. 

Copies of this standard may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Branch, 2, Park-street, London, W1, price 3s. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


IN IRELAND 
Allegations of Price “ Rings ” 
‘A LLEGATIONS of “ rings ” operating in 
the Irish building trade were made be- 
fore a Fair Trade Commission inquiry which 
opened in Dublin last week. 

The Commission is inquiring into th. 
supply and distribution of goods classifiabl: 
under the heading of building materials and 
components. Conditions of trading, whole- 
sale and retail, are also the subject of the 
inquiry. 

One of the first witnesses examined by the 
Commission, Mr. J. R. SmitH, of Modern 
Homes, Ltd., said that about 10 per cent. of 
building materials were still not available on 
a competitive basis. 

Asked by the chairman, Mr. J. C. B. 
McCarthy, if the remaining 90 per cent. was 
available on a full and free competitive 
basis, Mr. Smith replied: “ Yes, since the 
merchants’ ring broke we have been able to 
get competitive prices.” 

The ring, he explained, was an associa- 
tion formed by all the merchants so that 
each one would get the same price. The 
breaking of the ring took place four or five 
months ago, said Mr. Smith. This meant 
a reduction of £150 in the price of the type 
of house in which he dealt. 

Mr. NorMan T. BalLey, builder and con- 
tractor, giving evidence said that the tying 
up of credit had caused a slump in the 
building trade which had become apparent 
about 18 months ago. He agreed that any- 
one setting up in the building trade today 
would have “ some difficulties ” getting the 
credit facilities that established builders had. 

It was his experience that competition did 
not extend to all the materials he needed. 
Cement, he said, could be bought from any 
firm—but the price would be the same with 
all of them. Cement, asbestos goods, half- 
inch mild steel bars, sheet lead, copper tub- 
ing and coarse plaster were items, he said, 
for which there was a monopoly or no second 
source, 

Prices, said witness, were £5 14s. a ton for 
cement in Dublin against a cost of £4 5s. a 
ton in the London and Manchester districts. 
Mild steel bars ran to about £50 a ton in 
‘Dublin compared with £38 12s. in London 
and Manchester. Softwood was. another 
item, he said, which sold at 12s. 6d. a cubic 
foot against a cost of 10s. 8d. in London. 

Mr. IvaAN Wess, of Messrs. G. and T. 
Crampton, told the Commission that he was 
not aware of any ring or organisation in the 
supply of materials. There had been rumours 
of rings but he had no proof whatsoever that 
any ring existed. He would say that 5 per 
cent. of the materials used in the building 
trade were not subject to competition. 


Mr. J. BurGEss, director of the Federation 
of Builders’ Contractors and Allied Em- 
ployers, told the Commission that the 
Federation had no understanding or agree- 
ment expressed or implied with any associa- 
tion or combination of merchants or manu- 
facturers relating to the availability of build- 
ing materials.’ 

With Mr. McCarthy conducting in the in- 
quiry are Mr. F. Vaughan Buckley, S.C., 
and Mr. J. J. Walsh. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


New FASS Member 


The Federation of Associations of 
Specialists and  Sub-Contractors has 
announced that the National Association of 
Lift Makers has taken up membership of 
the Federation. 


New President 


The Earl of Feversham, DSO, DL, suc- 
ceeds the Earl of Dunmore, VC, DSO, MVO, 
as president of the Timber Development 
Association, 21, College Hill, EC4. This 
was announced after a meeting of the Council 
of the TDA in London. 


Export Sales 


The full report of the Federation of 
British Industries Export Sales Conference 
held at Buxton from October 30 to Novem- 
ber 1 is now published. The object of the 
conference was to discuss, in view of present 
cenditions, ways in which industry could help 
itself to increase exports. The report, 
entitled “ Exports in a Buyer’s Market,” can 
be obtained from the FBI, 21, Tothill-street, 
SWI, price 3s. 6d. 


Smoke Prevention 


The references relating to smoke pre- 
vention contained in last year’s Ridley Com- 
mittee’s Report on National (Fuel Policy 
have been extracted by the National Smoke 
Abatement Society and published in two 
small booklets. One booklet deals with the 
domestic and the other with the industrial 
aspects of the problem. Copies, price 6d., 
are available from the Society at Chandos 
House, Buckingham Gate, Westminster, 
SWl. 

Soil Stabilisation 

Mr. Ernest Marples, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, visited Temple Hill Housing 
Estate, Dartford, Kent. on December 16, 
and inspected roads made by using soil 
stabilisation methods and a demonstration of 
machinery specially developed for the pro- 
cess. By these methods the Dartford BC 
claim to have saved £24,000, amounting to 
over £12 a house. since 1945, in making 
roads on their housing estates. 


Planned Heating 


A booklet, aimed to show how new houses 
—-and in many cases existing homes, too— 
can be efficiently and economically heated 
by solid fuel in modern appliances, especi- 
ally when the house is properly planned and 
effectively insulated, has been published by 
the Coal Utilisation Council. “ Warmer 
Homes with Solid Fuel,” as the booklet is 
called, is being produced primarily for the 
guidance of local authorities, architects, 
builders and others professionally concerned 
with the construction of new houses (to whom 
copies will be supplied free), but is also 
available to the general public, price 3s. The 
booklet illustrates a number of different 
types of modern domestic solid fuel appli- 
ances in their household settings and in- 
cludes a series of 11 house plans in isometric 
diagram form showing how houses can be 
“built round” the heating system, and how 
different systems and appliances can be in- 
corporated to provide a variety of heating 
services. The booklet concludes with an in- 
Vvitation to all interested in house heating 
to consult the Council’s Technical Depart- 
ment for advice on heating houses and flats, 
cr for the supply of designs for fuel storage. 
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Condensation in Chimneys 


The Building Research Station has just 
published Digest No. 60 entitled “ Condensa- 
tion in Domestic Chimneys.” It can be 
purchased from Her Maijesty’s Stationery 
Office or from any bookseller, price 3d. net. 


Latest Employment Figures 


According to the employment situation in 
Great Britain at the end of October last, 
there was a seasonal fall of 7,000 in building 
and contracting during the month. The 
total figure at the end of October was 
1,444,000 compared with 1,427,000 at the 
same time last year. 


Testing of Concrete 


An international symposium on the “ Non- 
Destructive Testing of Concrete” has been 
organised by the International Union of 
Testing and Research Laboratories for 
Materials and Structures. It will be held at 
the Laboratories du Batiment et des Travaux 
Publics, 12 rue Brancion, Paris XVe, on Jan- 
uary 11 to 13, 1954. Two days will be de- 
voted to the reading of papers and the third 
to discussions and conclusions. Readers in- 
terested in attending the Symposium should 
communicate with Mr. Robert L’Hermite at 
the above address. 


New Association 


The formation of a Manchester and Dis- 
trict Clerks of Works and Building Fore- 
men’s Association has been announced. Its 
aim is to increase the building knowledge of 
its members through the medium of lectures, 
and applications for membership should be 
made to the Honorary Secretary, Mr. T. 
Hickman, 11, Woodside-avenue, Manchester, 
19. Employers who would like to attend 
lectures themselves may become honorary 
members. The Association’s first dinner and 
dance will be held at the Café Royal, Peter- 
street, Manchester, on February 6. 1954. 


Timber Pest in Surrey ; 


Mr. Thomas Mitchell, ARIBA, has written 
to the Director of the Forest Products Re- 
search Laboratory, Princes Risborough, in- 
forming him that he has discovered an attack 
of House Longhorn beetle in the roof of a 
house at Redhill, the first known occurrence 
of the pest in this part of Surrey. The roof 
is a medieval oak one which has been re- 
paired with softwood rafters, probably be- 
tween 1900 and 1910. With one exception 
the attack is confined to the softwood rafters 
with bark on, and the pest appears to have 
confined its activity to eating all the sap- 
wood lying immediately beneath the bark. 


Prestressed Concrete 


A course of nine lectures on prestressed 
concrete will be held at the Faculty of En- 
gineering, University College, London, on 
Thursday afternoons commencing on Jan- 
uary 14, 1954. This course will include lec- 
tures on the “Principles of Prestressed Con- 
crete Design,” and also lectures by engineers 
who are concerned with the various specialist 
systems of prestressing. Practical demonstra- 
tions will be arranged during the course 
on three Saturday mornings, at the research 
laboratories of the Cement and Concrete 
Association, Wexham Springs, Stoke Poges, 
Bucks. The course is at postgraduate level 
and is intended for qualified civil and struc- 
tural engineers. Applications should be 
made by January 7 to Prefessor H. John 
Collins, MC, MSc, Department of Civil and 
Municipal Engineering, University College, 
London, Gower-street, WC1. 
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NEW INVENTIONS 


Filter and Septic Tank 


A SEPTIC TANK and filter suitable for the 
treatment of small quantities of domestic 
sewage has been designed by J. Gibson, 
MRSanI, MSIA, 146, Cop-lane, Penwortham, 
Preston, Lancs. The plant has been planned 
to reduce the cost of installation while yet 
retaining a satisfactory standard of effluent, 
and the standard size of the tank manufac- 
tured is designed to accommodate the sew- 
age produced by a household equal to five 
adults, though it can be manufactured to 
satisfy several needs. The _ liquifaction 
chamber for the standard size has a settle- 
ment capacity of 48 hours dwf at 56 cu. ft., 
that is, 350 gallons. All tanks are designed 
to a filter depth of 4 ft., and there are no 
corners in the plant, thus obviating any areas 
of stagnation both in filter and liquifaction 
chambers. Its compactness can be measured 
by the fact that a tank sufficient to treat the 
sewage of five adults is self-contained in the 
overall space of 7 ft. 9in. externa] diameter. 
The plant, known as the Gibson-Ingol 
annular filter and septic tank, is now in 
production and is being manufactured by 
Ingol (Precast), Ltd., East Leigh, Higher 
Bartle, Preston, Lancs. 


Bracketed Half-round Guttering 


A sysTeM of bracketed half-round gutter- 
ing has been devised by Mr. J. C. Pegrum. 
30, Scrutton-street, EC2, which consists of 
lengths of unflanged half-round gutter and 
combined union and bracket members. The 
stop ends also incorporate integral brackets, 
and flanged brackets are provided at each 
end of such fittings as angles and nozzle 
pieces. The union brackets have raised lips 
on the inner periphery of the half-round 
sections against which the ends of the two 
lengths of gutter abut to form a continuous 
channel. The gutter ends are bolted to the 
union bracket, and angles and nozzle pieces 
can be provided with an inwardly projecting 
lip along their upper side to prevent the 
twisting of the gutter lengths prior to bolt- 
ing. The main advantages of this system are 
understood to be its ease of fixing, economy 
of manufacture by extrusion methods, and 
the simplification of storage owing to the 
absence of flanged ends. Special lengths of 
gutter can be cut from standard lengths, 
and the odd portions stored for further use. 


FLY ASH AND LIME 


A Substitute for Concrete 


THE BriTISH ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
believe they have the answer to building and 
construction problems, particularly . relating 
to new aircraft runways designed to accom- 
modate the ever-increasing number of jet- 
propelled planes. They are producing a 
highly active pozzolan derived from the 
pulverised waste products of coal-burning 
power stations which, the Authority states, 
is showing itself, when mixed with lime and 
water, to be a ffirst-class substitute for 
concrete. 

A chemical analysis of the power station 
waste shows that it is mainly composed of 
silica with alumina, ferric oxide and with 
lesser quantities of lime, magnesia, titanium 
oxide, alkali oxide, sulphuric anhydride and 
free carbon. Average weight per cubic foot 
is 56 lb., but this figure varies somewhat 
depending on the method of collection. For 
general purpose concrete it is recommended 
that from 15 to 25 per cent. of fly ash should 
be used, although higher percentages have 
been used in mass concrete where early 
strength is not important. 
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LONDON MASTER PLASTERERS 


Steps to Encourage Apprenticeship 


(VER 400 members and guests attended 

the annua] dinner of the London 
Master Plasterers Association, which was 
held at Grosvenor House. Among the 
guests were Mr. D. C. Abbott, Master of 
the Worshipful Company of Plaisterers, Mr. 
F, Ashe Lincoln, QC, Mr. Gerald Hill, presi- 
dent of the LMBA, and Mr. J. L. Phillips, 
president, NFPC. 

Proposing the toast of the London Master 
Plasterers Association, Mr. GERALD HILL 
said that the LMPA was a god-child of the 
LMBA. Builders needed plasterers just as 
much as plasterers needed builders. His 
fellow-builders might erect fine buildings, but 
they were never really finished until they 
had received the warmth and beauty that 
only a plasterer could give. Never had 
there been a greater need than there was to- 
day to develop citizenship and craftsman- 
ship. 

In reply, THE PRESIDENT of the LMPA, 
said that they were proud to say that their 
own association was in its 54th year and was 
still going strong. “We represent,” said 
Mr. Pool, “a craft that has existed from 
time immemorial. It is this long tradition 
that makes us so proud of our craft, and as 
the work of rebuilding London progresses, 
we trust that we shall be permitted an oppor- 
tunity to adorn the builders’ structure as it 
was adorned in the past. For years the 
necessity for austerity has meant a restric- 
tion of the scope of the plasterer’s art, but 
it is desirable to widen it again lest our 
craftsmanship be lost for lack of work on 
which to train our apprentices. The pre- 
sent emphasis on houses and flats is natur- 
ally of vital importance to the nation, but it 
is an uninteresting training ground for 
plastering apprentices. 

“In conjunction with the National Federa- 
tion of Plastering Contractors we are doing 
all we can to encourage apprentices; we have 
increased our output as an industry to enable 
the Government to implement its housing 
— and we are very proud of the 
act.” 

Mr. H. Sealey, ‘the immediate past presi- 
dent, proposed the toast of “The Ladies,” 
and on behalf of members of the council 
presented the president’s wife with a pair of 
earrings. 


PLASTERING CONTRACTORS* 
MEETING 


Election of Officers 


Tue fourth annual general meeting of the 
National Federation of Plastering Contrac- 
tors was held in London on December 2. 
1953. The meeting was preceded by a 
luncheon at which the president, Mr. J. L. 
Phillips, welcomed Mr. Wilfred Horsfall. 
president of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. Among others 
present were associate members representing 
the manufacturing side of the trade and the 
building technical colleges. 

At the business session which followed, 
the following officers were elected for 1954: 
President. Mr. R. A. Atkin (Cardiff): senior 
vice-president. Mr. J. S. Cook (Cambridge); 
junior vice-president. Mr. A. R. Ball (Liver- 
pool); immediate past-president. Mr. J. L. 
Phillips (Leeds); honorary treasurer, Mr. H. 
Humber (London). 

On handing over to his successor, Mr. 
Phillips donated a silver cup to be known 
as “The Leslie Phillips Trophy,” which is 
to be awarded annually to the winner of 
a golf tournament organised by the NFPC. 


THE BUILDER 


BRIXTON SCHOOL OF BUILDING 


Course on Portable Machine Tools 


To MEET increasing demands for infor- 
mation on powered hand tools, the LCC 
Brixton School of Building is again offering 
a short course of six lectures on Powered 
Hand Tools that may be used with advantage 
by the carpenter and joiner. 
commences on Thursday, January 28, at 
6.30 p.m., and continues on each subsequent 
Thursday until March 4. Fee for the course 
is 12s. .6d. 

The arrangements for the course are some- 
what unusual in that each member attending 
will be given an opportunity to handle the 
tools and practise for himself after demon- 
stration, and so obtain a fairly accurate 
assessment of the possibilities of the tools. 

Intending students are advised to make 
application for admission as soon as possible 
to the Secretary at the School, Ferndale- 
road, SW4, giving name of firm, position held 
and experience. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Following the appointment of Mr. L. W. DENNIs, 
formerly commercial manager, as managing director 
of Cape Asbestos (Canada), Ltd., in Toronto, the 
Cape Asbestos Co., Ltd., of London and South 
Africa, announce the appointments of Mr. A. G. 
GRANT as commercial manager (Home), and Mr. 
M. H. REID as commercial Manager (Planning and 
Overseas). Mr. M. A. F. NewTOon has been appointed 
personal assistant to Mr. K. C. Gray, recently 
appointed director (Sales); and Mr. H. Barty- KING 
has ~—- appointed as publicity manager, and Mr. 
N. A. JAMES has become manager, a ‘e Area 
Sales. gs P. Wok! EDGE and Mr. P DENISON 
remain in charge of ‘‘ Capasco’”’ tht ty lining and 
** Asbestolux ’’ building board sales departments 
respectively. 

Mr. H. WitttamMs. MBE, TD, AMIEE, has been 
appointed manager of the Worcester branch of British 
Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., in succession to 
the late Mr. C. H. Panting. 

Mr. J. R. Harpinc, BSc(Eng.), MIEE, has been 
appointed assistant general manager of Pirelli-General 
Cable Works. Lt 





Quantity Surveyors’ Dinner 

The annual dinner and dance of the Insti- 
tute of Quantity Surveyors will take place 
on March 5, 1954, at the Trocadero 
Restaurant, London. 








DYETVITAGTAE TAIT TRFPAGTVITDIPVIIVS 


New leaflets on 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HAVE you copies in your reference 
file of the latest leaflets showing 
the range and applications of KING 
Sliding Door Gear? From the 
lightest domestic installations to 
heavyweight power operated doors, 
there’s a KING door set for every 
need. Get the details—write for 
your copy. 











REGISTERED TRADE MARK 


SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Covered by British Patents 
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TRADE NEWS 


New General Catalogue 

The new genera] catalogue just issued by 
W. N. Froy and Sons, Ltd., Brunswick 
Works, King-street, Hammersmith, W6, con- 
tains no less than 748 pages and includes 
18,000 prices. It was produced after fifteen 
months’ work. The catalogue reverts again 
to the handy pocket size of approximately 
five by eight inches which helped to make it 
so popular before the war. Printed through- 
out on good quality paper, it contains a 
number of pages in colour. 


Tubular Steel Frames 


A small booklet entitled ‘Tubular Ste:] 
Frames for Factory Buildings” is being 
published by Stewarts and Lloyds, Ltd., 
Brook House, Upper Brook-street, W1, whic 
describes the erection for Rotax, Ltd., of a 
factory at Hemel Hempstead. This factory 
has an all-welded tubular steel frame, fabr’- 
cated and erected on site by Tubewrights, 
Ltd., a subsidiary of Stewarts and Lloyds, 
Ltd., to the designs of Clifford Tee and Gale, 
FF./AA.RIBA. 


Acoustic Hoods 

Gramophones that are fitted with hoods 
to insulate them acoustically from the gene- 
ral room have been installed in a new self- 
service department at Imhof’s (Retail), Ltd., 
112-116, New Oxford Street, WC1. Known 
as the Melody Bar, this department is 
designed to give the customer full scope in 
selecting the records displayed on racks and 
wall fittings. These can be played person- 
ally by the customer on the portable record 
demonstrators provided. The hoods fitted 
to these demonstrators are constructed of 
acoustically absorbent material with an in- 
ternal surface calculated to reflect the 
sound waves from one side to the other until 
they are completely absorbed. 


Plasterboard Sizes 


Although plasterboard 3 ft. 4 in. wide is 
not a standard width of board as shown 
in BSS 1230/1945, the company Plaster 
Products (Greenhithe), Ltd., Greenhithe, 
Kent, are prepared to manufacture it under 
certain conditions, as an aid to those plan- 
ning buildings on that module. Quantities 
of plasterboard of that width were supplied 
by the firm for use in the Riley-Newsum 
House manufactured by H. Newsum, Sons 
and Co., Ltd., of Lincoln. The same firm 
has produced a leaflet entitled “ The Thermal 
Insulation of Buildings,” which deals with 
their insulating gypsum plasterboard. 


Fire Test on Building Board . 


All four pieces of “ Asbestolux ” building 
board survived the ordeal by fire to which 
they were subjected for the 13 days of the 
Building Trades Exhibition, states the Cape 
Asbestos Company, without any signs of 
structural failure. The samples were never 
changed throughout the exhibition. In spite 
of the strain of cooling down at night and 
heating up again each morning, the 
“* Asbestolux” stood up to a fierce gas jet 
registering a continual hot-face temperature 
of 1,800 degrees F. within an inch of its 
surface for 130 hours. The cold side tem- 


. peratures on Test 1 (a 4-in. thick board) was 


480 degrees F.; on Test 2 (a 4-in. thick board, 
its cold side treated with a silicone com- 
pound and sprayed with water) 100 degrees 
F.; on Test 3 (a sandwich of two 4-in. thick 
boards with an inch filling of Rocksil rock 
wool) 230 degrees F.; and on Test 4 (a light- 
weight column casing filled with loose roc 
wool) 240 degrees F. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


(From Our Own Correspondents! 


Argentine.—The Argentine National Eco- 
nomic Council is reviewing the possibility 
of accomplishing within the next few years 
a self-supply of paste and cellulose in fac- 
tories at Misiones, Cordoba and Buenos 
Aires. To this end, plants are to be con- 
siderably extended and a new paste and 
paper factory is to be built in Buenos Aires 
which will produce initially 70,000 tons of 
paper per year. 

In order to provide a headquarters for 
the different departments of the Ministry of 
Communications which are at present estab- 
lished in different parts of the country, the 
Ministry will build 16 modern buildings. 
Over 35m. pesos are to be invested in the 
project. 


Australia—A £45,000 hotel is to be built 
at Seaton Park, Adelaide; work will begin 
early in 1954 and the building should open 
for business in about a year’s time. The site 
is on Tapley’s Hill-road almost opposite the 
Royal Adelaide Golf Links. The hotel will 
be a two-storey building with public and 
s2loon bars, bottle department, lounge and 
dining room. 

A factory on stilts, designed. by the archi- 
tect, Mr. Harry Seidler, is to be built at 
Regent’s Park, New South Wales, and sub- 
sequently used for textile spinning and manu- 
facturing. The projected structure, which 
will occupy a space of about 100 ft. by 
130 ft., will be arranged on two floors and 
will provide space for storage and machines 
(lower) and manufacturing (upper). A special 
feature of the building will be the method 
of providing natural light, yet protection 
from the sun, by the use of south orientated 
sloping overhead lights and an entire glass 
wall in the south. 

The need for maximum daylight, without 
direct sunlight and excessive heat, is neces- 
sary to prevent fading of materials. 

Work will begin soon on the new King’s 
College at Queensland University, Brisbane, 
which will cost over £200,000. The Queens- 
land Government will subsidise the work 
pound for pound up to £75,000. The 
college authorities have £67,000 in hand so 
far. The building will include lecture rooms, 
a chapel and students’ living quarters. 


Colombia——The Empresa Colombina de 
Petroleos, of Colombia, South America, one 
of the larger oil companies in that part of 
the world, is contemplating the construction 
of an oil refinery with the aid of foreign 
capital. The project is estimated at £10m. 

Two experts, one from the US and one 
from France, have arrived in Colombia 
under contract to the Government to advise 
the Ministry of Development on electrical 
schemes. No definite decision has been taken 
yet as to the exact form of the Government’s 
overall plan, but it is thought that a plan 
involving a number of large hydro-electric 
stations is favoured. The Colombian. Press 
is meanwhile reporting on a number of elec- 
trical schemes throughout the country. A 
meeting is to be called at Armenia soon to 
work out plans for the erection of a large 
hydro-electric station in the Quindio region. 
It is reported that offers are coming in from 
American and European firms. The authori- 
ties of Sogamosa have required the Govern- 
ment to proceed with the construction of 
a hydro-electric station at Lake Tota to pro- 
duce an initial 10,000 kw. Preliminary 
studies have been initiated by the Ministry 
of Development for a_ projected hydro- 
electric station in the Valley of Tensa which 
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will provide the township of Boyaca with 
150.000 kw. At Zipaquira, La Compania 
Industrial Electrica, known as “Ergon,” is 
said to be studying the erection of a thermo- 
electric station to generate 14,000 kw. These 
are but a few examples of the many schemes 
now under way. 

The US firm of consulting engineers, 
“ Buck. Seifert and Jost,” have estimated the 
total of the new Bogota waterworks, for 
which initial tenders have already been 
invited, at £10m. 

The German firm “ Preussag,” of Hanover, 
has been awarded a contract for the con- 
struction of a new waterworks at Chia which, 
it is understood, will be the first waterworks 
in Colombia to depend on subterranean 
water supplies. It has also been said that 
“ Preussag ” intends to establish itself per- 
manently in Colombia in partnership with 
a Colombian firm in order to compete for 
the numerous contracts for waterworks and 
purification plants which are likely to be 
awarded in the next few years. 

The vice-president of the Gillette Safety 
Razor Company recently paid a visit to 
Bogota. According to Press reports, the 
company is considering the erection of a 
large factory in Colombia. 


Iraq.—James Kilpatrick and Sons, Ltd.. 
electrical engineers, of Paisley, Scotland, 
have secured the contract for the complete 
electrical services in the new Royal Palace 
at Baghdad, which is being built for King 
Feisal II. The value of the electrical work 
is about £200,000, and it is hoped that all 
materials will be bought in the UK. Work 
is expected to begin early next year. 


New Zealand.—The first house built to the 
winning design in the recent national hous- 
ing competition was opened for public 
inspection at Wanganui. The builder, Mr. 
T. N. Dickson, completed the three-bedroom 
919-ft. house at a sale cost of £2,100, which 
the suspensory loan would reduce by £200. 

The recently appointed National Housing 
Council has held its first meeting. The 
Council comprises representatives of organ- 
isations connected with house building, and 
is an advisory body acting between the 
Government and the building industry. The 
Council carried a resolution that the Govern- 
ment and local bodies urgently acquire and 
subdivide land for the purpose of making 
sections available for home building. 

The Government has decided to build a 
three-storey block of flats in the Wellington 
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suburb of Newtown, and tenders are being 
called immediately. Another three-storey 
block will be built on a site to be selected 
in Auckland. Consideration is also being 
given to the building of a ten-storey block 
of flats in Wellington and similar blocks in 
the other large centres, announces the New 
Zealand Minister of Housing, the Hon. Wm. 
Sullivan. The immediate projects in Auck- 
land and Wellington will be by way of a 
trial, to accommodate some of the applicants 
for State rental houses. It will be a diverg- 
ence from the traditional New Zealand plan 
of “one family, one house.” It will also 
demonstrate to local authorities and private 
investors, the Minister states, that flats can 
be built economically at to-day’s priees. The 
blocks will each comprise 18 flats, which 
can be built at less cost than houses to 
accommodate a similar number of people. 


Norway.—The Oslo Municipal Committee, 
Norway, has unanimously recommended that 
Hovedoya, an island in the Oslo Fjord, shall 
be the site for Oslo’s proposed “ people’s 
park.” A bridge is to be built at an esti- 
mated cost of £825,000 and the overall cost 
will be about £1,400,000. The committee 
envisages a hall for conferences and exhibi- 
tions, an auditorium for concerts, an open- 
air theatre, a restaurant, and a number of 
cafés as well as the usual attractions. There 
will also be a large club house for owners 
of sailing boats and facilities for swimming 
and sunbathing. 

A large steel plant is being built at Mo-i- 
Rana in the Trondheim area. Vast new 
industry is planned for the Trondheim area. 
and the steel plant is the forerunner of a 
number of other industrial undertakings 
which will be built at a later date. 


*USA.—Mr. Ed. C. Gilbreath, owner of 
the Bleacher Sales Company, P.O. Box 8595, 
Houston, Texas, is interested in the possi- 
bility of obtaining steel and aluminium 
scaffolds and clamps from the UK. His 
exact requirements are as follows: Pipe and 
clamp scaffolding, preferably 2 in. O.D. pipe, 
and clamps with adjustment, to fit 1; in. 
O.D. tubing also. Clamp bolts preferred. 
$-in. US standard threads. Information is 
requested on recommended loads, metal 
analysis, etc. The equipment is wanted for 
resale and rental purposes. Mr. Gilbreath 
would consider representing a UK manu- 
facturer. Interested UK firms should write 
direct, by airmail, to the address given above, 
sending full details of their products, illus- 
trated literature, prices cif Houston in dollars, 
indication of delivery dates, etc. Any tele- 
phone inquiries should be made to the Export 
Services Branch of the Board of Trade, 
Tel.: Chancery 4411, Ext. 348. 





Tropical Buildings for Cyprus 

Prompt assistance towards the rebuilding 
of damage in Cyprus following the earth- 
quake in September was rendered by Taylor 
Woodrow (Building Exports), Ltd., London, 
acting on behalf of the Arcon Development 
Group. Two hundred bays of Arcon tropical 
roofing are to be installed as amenity build- 
ings in areas which suffered loss of property. 
They were dispatched within two weeks of 
the placing of the order, following collabora- 
tion with the Crown Agents for the Colonies 
and other authorities in this country. The 
buildings, which were due to arrive in 
Cyprus on December 9, will cover an area 
of about 60,000 sq. ft. and cost just over 
£20,000. 


*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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Director of Works in Scotland 


MER. W. A. ROSS, CBE, FRIBA, will retire 

from the post of Director of Works and 
Services at the Scottish Headquarters of the 
Ministry of Works on December 31 next, 
on the completion of over 41 years’ Govern- 
ment service. Mr. Ross will be succeeded 
by Mr. J. E. R. G. Kean, ARIBA, who is 
at present Superintending Architect at the 
Ministry’s Scottish Headquarters. 

Mr. Ross received his architectural train- 
ing at the Regent Street Polytechnic and 
Royal Academy Schools in London, and 
entered the Office of Works as a draughts- 
man in 1912. In 1927 he was transferred 
to the War Office as an assistant architect. 
He rejoined the Ministry of Works as a 
senior architect in 1941 and was transferred 
to Scotland in 1943 as Director of Works 
and Services. ; 

Mr. Kean received his architectural] train- 
ing with Messrs. Morley-Horder and Briant 
Poulter, FF.RIBA, London, and entered the 
service of the Office of Works as a draughts- 
man in 1927. He was transferred to the 
Shanghai Office of the Department in 1936 
and in 1946 was transferred to Scotland as 
Superintending Architect. 


Alternative Building Materials 

THE NEED—even greater in Scotland than 
England—to develop alternative building 
materials was stressed by Mr. D. K. Baron, 
ARIBA, AMTPI, when he addressed the 
autumn meeting of the Scottish branch of 
the Institution of Municipal Engineers at 
Peebles. 

He was describing the work of the Scottish 
Laboratory of the Building Research Station, 
Thorntonhall. In his paper on “ Research 
and Building in Scotland to-day,” Mr. Baron 
said that although more clay and composi- 
tion bricks were being produced to-day than 
for many years the supply remained well 
below the needs of the country’s building 
programme. Hence every effort was being 
made to develop from local resources other 
types of bricks, as well as blocks, slabs and 
other units. Concrete was the material 
which most readily Jent itself to this pur- 
pose. ak 

Whilst the answering of inquiries had 
remained the basic advisory work, the 
greatest volume of that work had been in 
reviewing the efficiency and durability of 
systems of non-traditional construction for 
dwellings on behalf of the Department of 
Health. Since the war houses of non- 
traditional construction had comprised about 
half the total number of houses built 
throughout Scotland. 

The main problems that faced the build- 
ing industry and its allied professions were 
first to build soundly yet cheaply enough; 
second to build quickly enough to satisfy 
the needs of our generation; and third to 
build in such a way that what was put up 
to-day did not become a national burden 
to future generations because of premature 
obsolescence or decay. 


Town Pian Approved 
THe ABERDEEN DEVELOPMENT PLAN, as 
recommended by the planning committee, 
has been approved by Aberdeen Town Coun- 
cil by 18 votes to 12. 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Bellshill.—Lanarkshire CC to erect for Depart- 
mental purposes a new garage and workshops for 
which the architect is William Watt (F), County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. i ; 

Carluke.—Lanarkshire CC to erect Police Station 
buildings, etc., on a site at Greenbank, for which the 
architect is William Watt (F), County Offices, Albert- 
st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Dumbartonshire.—Layout plans have been approved 
for the erection of 45 houses, est. to cost £72,520, 
with £2,475 extra for pebble facing blocks. The 
architect is Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing Offices, 
The Trongate, Glasgow. 

East Kilbride.—Sketch plans for a new Catholic 
prim. sch., est. to cost £254,100, have been approved 
by the Scottish Education Department. The archi- 
tect is William Watt (F), County Offices, Albert-st., 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Edinburgh.—Warrant for the erection of 46 houses 
at a cost of £92.600 at Silverknowes granted by. 
Edinburgh Dean of Guild Court to Mactaggart & 
Mickel, Ltd. Permission was also granted to city to 
erect 15 houses for old people in the Inch district 
of the town. Other warrants granted were for the 
Temperance Permanent Building Society to alter their 
shop front at 131-133, George-st., at a cost of £12,000, 
and for the North British Distillery Co., Ltd., to 
build an extension to their premises at Wheatfield-rd. 
at a cost of £27,500. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new buildings, garage 
and transformer house, etc., which are to be erected 
for the Maukinfauld Garages, Ltd., at Maukinfauld- 
rd. The architects are Gavin Paterson & Son (F&A), 
6, Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new prim. sch. to be 
erected at Ashmore-rd., Merrylees, for which the 
Council Architect is John MacNab (F), Education 
Offices, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. . 

Glasgow.—Plans approved ffor alterations and 
additions for The Glasgow Herald and The Bulletin 
Offices, for which the architects are John Keppie & 
Henderson & J. L. Gleave (F&A), 196, West Regent- 
st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new police offices, 
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etc., which will be erected at Brockburn-rd., for the 
Corporation. The architects are James MacMillan 
Riddet and Mr. James Kernaham (F), Master of 
Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., George-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared ffor alterations and 
additions to the Public School at Hotspur-st., Kelvin- 
side, for which the architect is John MacNab (i), 
Education Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glengowan.—Plans to be prepared for proposed 
scheme of additional classroom and dining hail 
accommodation, etc., at the Public School, for which 
the architect is William Watt (F), County Offices, 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Greenock.—Plans in hand for new Salvation Army 
Halls which will be erected on a Crawfordsburn site 
at Bawhirlie-rd., for which the architects are Whyte & 
Nicol (F), 31, North Frederick-st., Glasgow. 

Island of Orkney.—Plans have to be prepared for 
new public school to be erected at the Papdale Park 
camp site, Kirkwall. The Council Architect is James 
Cooper, Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bldg:., 
Kirkwall. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for the NCB (East Avr 
Area), Lugar Works, Cumnock, for new boiler house, 
etc., to be erected at Douglas Castle Colliery, Dougles. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for John F. Reid, Ltd., 
Woodside Garage, for new filling station, etc., which 
will be erected at Ringside, for which the architects 
are Bird, Son & Semple, 223, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for the NCB 
for new pithead baths and medical department it 
Auchaneddan Mains Colliery. The architect is James 
Allen (F), 58, Palmerston-p!., Edinburgh. 

_ Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for the conver- 
sion of‘ Public School with additions, etc., at Main- 
st., for Biggar Masonic Lodge. The architect is James 
S. Shannon (F), 45, High-st., Biggar. 

Lesmahagow.—Lanarkshire CC has had _ sketch 
plans prepared for a new Protestant prim. sch., which 
has been approved by The Scottish Education Depart- 


ment. Est. cost, £68,500. The architect is William 
hte (F), County Offices, Albert-st, Motherwell- 
ishaw. 


Uddingstone.—Lanarkshire CC has approved in 
principle the erection of offices at Croftbank-cres. and 
Oldhill-rd. The architect is William Watt (F), County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (ft) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


DECEMBER 19. 

*+West Ham CBC.—36 houses. 24 maisonettes, 16 
flats and three garages, contract 193, Garvary-rd.. 
E16. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 23. 

*Bucks CC.—Secondary modern school at Amers- 
ham. County A, Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by February 1 \ 
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RECTION 


[E OMPANY LTD 


37 SHACKLEWELL LANE, LONDON, E.8 


DECEMBER 31. 

*tBeds. CC.—Nurses’ house at Arlesey and Sharn- 
brook. County A, Bedford. 

Burgess Hill UDC.—Erection of 28 houses. Clayton 
and Black and Partners, architects, 10, Prince Albert- 
st.. Brighton. Dep. £2. 

*fNorthampton CBC.—Cherry Orchard secondary 
modern school, Northampton. H. A. Skerrett, Chief 
Education Officer, ‘‘ Springfield,’’ Cliftonville. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—Police houses, Bognor Regis 
(2); Billingshurst (2); Horsham (4); Bosham (1); Wor- 
thing (5). County A, Chichester. 

; JANUARY 1. 

{Birmingham City C.—210 flats at Kitsland-rd., 
Shard End estate. City A. 

*tEssex CC. and Trustees of Ursuline Convent.— 
Infant dept. of RC primary school, Harold Hill, 
Romford. Scholes and Raymond, architects, 79, 
Elvetham-rd., Fleet, Hants. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Eight villas within 
the Region. R. Dobbin, Secretary to Board, 
“fs Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-upon-Tyne 2. 

*West Riding Standing Jt. Com.—Police premises 
on various sites. County A, Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 2. 
*+Essex CC.—Branch library, etc., The Shrubberies, 
High-rd., Woodford. County A, Chelmsford. 
*Essex CC.—Workshop block, Thurrock proposed 
technical college, Grays. County A, Chelmsford. 





JANUARY 4. 
*Halifax CBC.—Crematorium, Park Wood. BE, 
Crossley-st. Dep. £1. 


New Forest RDC.—12 houses at site No. 56, Ewell- 
way, Salisbury-rd., Totton, and 8 at housing site No. 
53, Langdown Croft, Hythe. E&S, Council Offices, 
Lyndhurst. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 


JANUARY 5. 

*tEastbourne CBC.—{1) Gardener’s cottage and 
completion of sports pavilion, The Hinds Land, Lower 
Willingdon; (2) public lavatories at Brassey-ave., 
Hampden Park. BE. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 
Tenders by February 15. 


JANUARY 6. 
*Lowestoft BC.—56 houses, Gunston estate. BE, 
49, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


Newbury RDC.—Completion of 6 houses in 
Enborne-way, Brimpton. E. G. Hives, architect, 3, 
Cork-st., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 7. 

*Glasgow Corpn.—Shops and flats at Mamore-pl., 
Auldhouse. Architectural Department, 20, Trongate, 
Glasgow, Cl. 

Reading BC.—Erection of steel-framed sale hall at 
Reading cattle market. BS, Town Hall, Reading. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
hen 00 Coad. Orch d 
ea -—12. bungalows at Orchard-ave. estate. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
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*tPortsmouth City C.—Old people’s home, Water- 
works-rd., Farlington. City A, 1, Western-par. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
JANUARY 29. 

*Banstead UDC.—Erection of a Civil Defence HQ 
and a machine room at the Council House, Brighten- 
rd., Bamstead, Surrey. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Margate BC.—18 flats on the Crow Hill housing 
estate. BE, 38, Grosvenor-pl., Margate. Dep. £2 2s. 

Pickering RDC.—Two houses at Great Barugh, 
two at Kirbymisperton, and two at Cropton. J. 
Carter, clerk of Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY Ii. 
*Cardiff City C.—163 dwellings at Llanrumney in 
three contracts. City §. Dep. £2 
*Dartford BC.—33 garages at Temple Hill Neigh- 
bourhood Unit. TC. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Swale RDC.—18 houses, etc., Borden. E&S. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
JANUARY 14. 

*Anglesey CC.—New farmhouse and buildings, near 
Brynsiencyn. County A, Llangefni. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Berks CC. —Secondary modern school, Wantage. 
County A, Wilton House, Parkside-rd., Reading. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

“Glasgow Corpn.—71 flats for aged and single per- 
sons at Garthamlock. Architectural and Planning De- 
partments, 20, Trongate, Glasgow Cl. 


JANUARY 15. 
‘Gillingham BC.—124 dwellings at 
Beechings Estate. BE. Dep. £5 Ss. 


JANUARY 16. 
*Hornchurch UDC.—Rebuilding of four houses at 
Wennington Green. S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 18. 

Re ax City C.—277 dwellings, Greenhill estate. 
Cit 

“Woking Mae houses, Barnsbury Farm estate. 


E&S. Dep. 
“JANUARY 22. 
*Arnold UDC.—Laying out and construction of 
King George V playing field, Gedling-rd. E&S. Dep. 
£2. 


JANUARY 25. 
*Peterborough Joint Educ. 
County Grammar School for Girls. 
kinson, architects and Surveyors, 
Peterborough. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 26. 
*Wakefield City C.—Secondary Bi-lateral school. 
City E. Dep. £3 3s. 


JANUARY 
*Ho rt.—Memorial hall. 
Stroud Farm-rd. 


Twydal! 


Board.— Extension, 
Ruddle & Wil- 
Long Causeway, 


29. 
F. J. Pook, LRIBA, 


FEBRUARY 2. 
*Greenwich BC.—Six flats and 2 maisonettes, 380- 
394, Woolwich-rd., and 4 flats, Tuskar-st., SE10. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 8. 
*Gt. Yarmouth CBC.—Herman Infant and Junior 
School at Gorleston. F. Jackson, ARIBA, 22, Euston- 


rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
NO DATE. 

*Herts CC.—List of contractors for building and 
maintenance works, heating and electrical works, 
fencing works, etc. Clerk of CC, Hertford. 

Leighton Buzzard UDC.—(Group A) 18 flats and 
6 garages, with site works, at East-st.; (Group B) four 
aged persons’ bungalows in Roosevelt-ave. H. A. 


iy poptest, 15, Bridge-st., Leighton Buzzard. 
ep 

teubridge Wells BC. Dee flats and 22 houses, 
Sherwood estate. BS. SZ Zs. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 31. 

Manchester TC.—Scaling, cleaning and painting “ 
steelwork in Knutsford-rd. highways depot. City S 
Town Half, Manchester, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wigan "CB.—Supplying and laying of asphalt to 
various roofs at Municipal-bidgs. E&S. 

JANUARY 1. 
Kent CC.—County S, Maidstone (Materials). 
JANUARY 2. 

Bexhill BC.—BS (Materials). 

Carshalton UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 

JANUARY 8. ‘ 

*Durham CC€.—TInstallation of céntral heating, etc., 
for Aged Persons’ Hostel, Jarrow. County A, 
Durham. am, 

Ilkeston BC.—E&S (Materials). 


JANUARY 9. 
Banstead UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
Burton-upon-Trent CB.—E&S. (Materials.) 
JANUARY 12. 
*Liverpool City C.—Painting various 
Rivington estate, and Vyrnwy Aqueduct. 


55, Dale-st. 
ge 1S. 
Wakefidd TC.—City E (Materials). 
JANUARY 18. 
*Battersea BC.—Highwa' , BE&s. 
Chigwell UDC.—E&S (Materials). 
Holland (Lines) CC. Coo S (Materials). 
JANUARY 19. 
Radcliffe BC. _BEaS ee 


JANUARY 21. 
Cumberland CC.—County 3 *Getateriats.) 


jremises, 
ater E, 
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JANUARY 22. 
Saint Pancras MB.—TC (Materials). 


JANUARY 23. 
Bath TC.—City and WE. (Materials.) 


JANUARY 24. 

*Arnold UDC.—Main entrance and side walls pro- 
posed, King George V playing fields, Gedling-rd. 
E&S. Dep. £2. 

DATE. 


NO 
Hampshire CC.—C. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


DECEMBER 31. 
+West Sussex River Board.—800 yds. sea wall at 
Felpham, near Bognor Regis. Chief E, Chichester. 


JANUARY 2. 

Otley UDC.—Site preparation works on the Milner 
Park housing estate. Council’s S, Council Offices, 
North-par., Otley. Dep. £2 2s. 

West Kesteven RDC.—About 6,600 yds. spun-iron 
pipes at Ancaster, near Grantham. Elliott & Brown, 
engineers, Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Widnes BC.—Roads and sewers on Ditton neigh- 
bourhood unit, portion No. 3. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Widnes BC.—Footpaths, verges, open spaces and 
reseftvations on Ditton neighbourhood unit. BE&S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 4. 

Oundle and Thrapston RDC.—Water supply to 
North Western area. Contract No. 4—laying and 
jointing of 18 miles of spun-iron pipes, etc. Contract 
No. 5—construction of r.c. water tower of 100,000 
gals. capacity. Pick, Everard, Keay and Gimson, 
engineers, 6, Méillstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £5 Ss. 
each contract. 

Traro RDC.—About one mile of sewers and ancillary 
works at Blackwater. G. Osmand, AMICE, Trevem- 


per Lodge, Trevemper Bridge, Newquay. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 6. 
Buxton BC.—About 2,600 yds. mains at Victoria 


Park housing estate, No. 3. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 8. 

*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Foundations, etc., 
High School. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 
JANUARY 13. 

West Lancashire RDC.—Maghull sewage works ex- 

tensions. E&S, 52, Derby-st., Ormskirk. Dep. £3 3s. 

; JANUARY 15. 
Devizes RDC.—About 17,650 lin. yds. mains. A. 
Waters, MICE, 25, Temple-row, Birmingham 2. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
FEBRUARY 1. 
North Cotswold RDC.—Disposal works, rising main 
and pumping stations at Moreton-in- Marsh. a. 
Haiste & Ptnrs., engineers, Norwich Union Chambers, 


Fairfax 


Clarence-st., Gloucester. Dep. £3 3s. 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Becontree.—Houses.—LCC propose the érection of 
four houses and a block of ten garages on a site at 
the junction of Basedale-rd. and Rugby-rd., Becontree 
estate, at estimated cost £8,877. 


WOOD BLOCKS 


FOR HOUSING 


“B” GRADE FLOORS IN 


OAK 
GURJUN 
IROKO 
’ nom. 17/6 per yd. 


DELIVERED TO VAN AT MILL 
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Bermondsey.—HousinG DEVELOPMENT.—LCC Hsg. 
Com. recommend the acqtisition, clearatice and partial 
redevelopment for housing purposes of the Loftié-st. 
area and adjoining lands, at estimated cost of £7,100: 
Also the acquisition, clearance and partial redevelop- 
ment of a site in Plough-way and one in Chilton-gr., 
having a total area of about one acre, at estimated 
cost £20,600. The last two sites, together with the 
adjoining re | temporary housing site, will 
provide a site for about 74 dwellings. Another site 
proposed for acquisition, clearance and redevelop- 
ment by LCC Hsg. Com. is the Southwark Park-rd. 
area and adjoining lands, at estimated cost £7,800. 

Bermondsey.—FLats. —o Hsg. Com. have 
approved a scheme prepared by Frank Scarlett, BA, 
FRIBA, 18, Mansfield-st., W1, for the erection "of 24 
flats and 10 shops on the Jamaica-rd. site extension 
of Dickens estate, at estimated total cost of £69,600. 

Bermondsey.—FLAts —MH&LG approval has been 
given, and MBC are to proceed with the erection of 
97 flats as the phase 1 development of the Ainsty-st. 
housing site at estimated cost £103,576. The plans 
were prepared by MBC’s architect’s ‘department. 

Bermondsey.—APPOINTMENTS.—IP Com.  recom- 
mend the appointment of Edwards and A. Avery 
Hall, 9-10, Blackfriars-rd., SE1, as quantity surveyors 
in connection with the erection of Block 13 (18 flats) 
on the Arnold estate. Also the appointment of Davies, 
Belfield & Everest, 9, Ashley-pl., SW1, as quantity 
surveyors in connection with the erection of flats in 
Lockyer estate, Block 4. 

Bethnal Green.—EstaTE EXTENSION.—Fhe appro- 
priation of the land and buildings of the disused 
Wolverley school, the site of which is to be used for 
housing purposes as an extension to the Teesdale 
estate, has been proposed by LCC Hsg. Com. The 
estimated cost of appropriation will be £17,000. 

Camberwell.—Housinc.—LCC Hsg. Com. propose 
the acquisition for housing purposes of a site «in 
Garsdale-rd., Bell’s Garden-rd. and Frankton-rd.. 
about 34 acres in extent. The estimated cost of ac- 
quisition, clearance and partial redevelopment is 
£47,500. 

Chelsea.—APPOINTMENT.—MH&ELG has approved 
proposals by MBC for the eréction of [2 studios on 
the site of thé existing Chenil Studios, and Hsg. Com. 
recommend the appointment of Eric G. Lynde & 
Ptnrs., 41, Russell-sq., WC1, as quantity surveyors in 
connection with the scheme. 

City.—OrFice BurLpincs.—The City of London 

Real Property Co., Ltd., 16, Mark-la., EC3, have 
announced that as soon as licences become available 
work will begin on the erection of four new office 
blocks on the following sites:— 
(1) Nos. 9/11, Billiter-sq. and Nos. 9/13, Billiter-st., 
EC3; (2) Nos. 13/15, Fenchurch-ave., EC3; (G3 
** Colonial House,’’ Mincing-la. and Mark-la., EC3. 
(The architects for each of the above schemes are 
Howard, Souster and Fairbairn, FA.RIBA, 81, Picca- 
dilly, W1.); (4) No. 1, Seething-la., EC3 (plans for 
this scheme have been prepared in the office of the 
City of London Real Property Co., Ltd.). 

Hampstead.—APPoiINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend that BC approve the appointment of A. E. 
Thornton-Firkin & Ptnrs., 17, Fitzhardinge-st., W1, as 
quantity surveyors, and Norman & Dawbarn, 5, 
Gower-st., WC1, who are also the scheme architects. 
as the consultant structural ‘engineers in connection 
with the development proposals at the Harben-rd. 
housing scheme. 

Holborn.—OrrFices, Etc.—Richardson and Houfe, 
FF/RIBA, are architects for a proposed scheme of 
offices and commercial premises at 53/64, Chancery- 
la. and 5/21, Southampton-bldgs. The structure will 
be 10 storeys high with a total floor area of 137,490 


’ sq. ft. 


Islington.— REVISED SCHFME.—The remainder of the 
development scheme for the Mayville estate extension 
has been revised by LCC Hsg. Com., and it is now 
proposed to provide 18 flats and 18 maisonettes in two 
four-storey blocks and one’ three-storey block. The 
estimated cost of the three new blocks and the com- 
pletion of the block at present under construction is 
£125,700, and the revised estimate for the develop- 
ment of the site is £346,300. The architects for the 
scheme are A. Abbott & Ptnrs., FRIBA, 5, 
Buckingham-pl., SW1. 

Paddington.— REDEVELOPMENT. —The acquisition and 
partial redevelopment of a further section of the 
Clarendon-cres. site to form a 12-acre area bounded 
by the canal north of Clarendon-cres., Lord Hills-rd., 
Bourne-ter. and Harrow-rd. is recommended for LCC’s 
approval by LCC Hsg. Com. It is estimated that 
about 466 dwellings can be provided. 

Paddington.—Fiats.—TP Com. recommend that 
MBC —— in a my the proposed further_de- 
velopment of the Town Ward area adjacent to Pad- 
dington Green. The scheme will be known as 
‘* Perkins Heights,’’ and will consist of three ‘‘ point ”’ 
blocks of flats 15 storeys high, providing 252 flats for 
the accommodation of 1,092 persons. The scheme 
was prepared by the Director of Housing. 

Poplar.—MaAISONETTES AND FLats.—A scheme for 
the erection of 33 flats and 44 maisonettes on the 
Dingle-la. site at estimated total cost of £197,840 has 
been approved by LCC Hsg. Com. a plans were 
prepared by LCC architect’s re 

Poplar.—Sit—E CLEARANcE.—LCC Hse, ‘Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition, clearance and partial redevelop- 
ment by LCC of the Arrow-rd. area, and adjoining 
lands at an estimated cost of £11,300. 

St. Marylebone.—FLats.—Proposals have been made 
by Hsg. Com. providing for the acquisition of the 
site of Abercorn-pl./Violet Hill site and the erection 
of 36 flats and three garages there, at a total esti- 
mated cost of £126,560. 

St. Pancras.—Housinc ,Procress.—Hsg. Com. have 
reported the progress position of the following various 
permanent housing schemes:— 
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’ Detailed drawings have been approved for 27 flats 
at Lamble-st. (stage 2); 61 flats at Goldington-cres. 
(No. 1); and 100 fiats at Regent’s Park (Area B). They 
are also being prepared for 176 flats at Regent’s Park 
Area A—remainder), and 40 flats at Regent’s Park 
earee C—stage 2). . 7 

Preliminary drawings are awaiting approval for 50 
flats at Allcroft-rd. (No. 1); and are being prepared 
for 58 flats at Clarence-way (remainder); 205 flats at 
Regent-sq. (No. 1); 93 flats at Sidmouth-mews (No. 1); 
and 107 flats at Peckwater-st. (No. 5) extension. 

MBC seek to acquire the sites of Heathcote-st. (No. 
1) for 17 flats; Arlington-rd. (No. 1) for 12 flats; 
Albert-st. (No. 1) for 18 flats; Camden-sq. (No. 2) for 
46 flats: and Spencer-rise (No. [) for 46 flats. 

St. Pancras.—LoaN SANCTION.—MH&LG _ have 
approved the borrowing by MBC of £151,400 for the 
erection of 46 flats at Judd-st. housing scheme, and 
£25,074 for the erection of 83 flats at Peckwater-st. 
housing scheme (final sanction). 

St. Pancras.—COoMMUNITY CENTRE.—Hsg. Com. have 
instructed T. Sibthorp, FRIBA, 10, Manchester-sq., 
WI, to proceed with the preparation of sketch plans 
for the erection of a community building and library 
at the corner of the Robert-st./Osnaburgh-st. inter- 
section. : 

St. Pancras.—APPOINTMENT.—The appointment of 
Waggett and Bradford, 25, Victoria-st., SWI, as 
quantity surveyors in connection with a scheme for 
61 flats to be erected on the site bounded by Golding- 
ton-cres., Werrington-st., Crowndale-rd. and Godwin- 
court has been approved by MBC. one 

Shoreditch.—SITE ACQUISITION.—The acquisition 
and clearance of part of the Geffrye-st. area is recom- 
mended for LCC’s approval. Estimated cost — is 
£15,500. a ' 

Shoreditch.—S!TE CLEARANCE.—A site in Whiston- 
rd. capable of providing about 25 dwellings is recom- 
mended by LCC Hsg. Com. for acquisition, clearance 
and partial redevelopment for housing purposes at 
estimated cost £19,500. Also a half-acre of land in 
Alfred-pl. and Whiston-rd. as an_ extension to the 
Whiston estate at estimated cost of £5,000. 

Stepney.—CHAPEL AND ALMSHOUSES.—LCC are 
recommended to purchase from the Corporation of 
Trinity House the Trinity almshouses in Mile End-rd., 
comprising a private chapel and 67 almshofses, 23 of 
which together with the chapel could be restored and 
made suitable for housing accommodation. é 

Stepney. — SITE AcQuisITION. — Recommendations 
have been made by LCC Hsg. Com. for the acquisi- 
tion, clearance and partial redevelopment for housing 
purposes of the Stayner’s-rd. areas and the Osier-st. 


ite. 

; Wandsworth.—DEVELOPMENT.—A scheme has been 
prepared by. LCC architect’s department for the de- 
velopment of the Newlands House site by 35 flats, 
36 maisonettes and 9 houses, at total estimated cost of 
£176,875. 

Wandsworth.—FLATs AND MAISONETTES.—LCC Hsg. 
Com. has approved a scheme prepared by LCC archi- 
tects’ department for the erection of 40 flats, 46 flats, 
45 maisonettes and 9 houses on the Lytton-gr. site, at 
total estimated cost £231,780. 

Westminster.—A PPOINTMENTS.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the appointment of Powell and _ Moya, 
AA.RIBA, as architects for Section 3 of the Churchill- 
gdns. housing scheme. The preliminary layout for 
this section provided for shops on the ground floor 
of the seven-storey block of flats to be erected on 
the frontage to Lupus-st., and City C are consider- 
ing the provision of a nursery school on the ground 
floor of one of the other tall blocks of flats. The 
architects’ fees are estimated to be £20,400. 

Woolwich.—SitE AcQuIsITION.—The _ acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment for housing pur- 
poses of the Bassant-rd. site, about 12 acres in extent, 
adjoining the southern site of Plumstead Common and 
bounded by Bassant-rd. and Kingsdale-rd., at esti- 
mated cost of £18,000, has been recommended by LCC 
Hsg. Com. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Altrincham.—BC approved plans for erection of 
office block at Broadheath, for G. Richards & Co., 
Ltd. , 
Anglesey.—EC propose following schemes in 1954-5 
programme: Llanfawr prim. sch., £93,636; conversion 
into inf. sch. of Llangefni old cty. sec., £18.500; hall 
and library at Holyhead cty. sec., £30,000; public 
library at Holyhead, £10,000. i 

Ashbourne.—Derbyshire EC to erect additional 
accommodation at cty. sec. sch., £15,000 est.—UDC 
to negotiate contract with J. H. Fryer, Ltd., for erec- 
tion of 20 houses adjoining existing Park Land estate. 

Belper.--RDC to proceed with erection of follow- 
ing houses as soon as possible.—18 at Crich, 16 at 
Holloway, 10 at Holbrook, eight at Horsley and eight 
at Horsley Woodhouse.—Propose 40 houses at 
Duffield. ; , 

Bishop Auckland.—UDC received loan sanction to 
cover erection of 53 ‘‘ Trusteel’’ houses.—Loan 
sanction sought for £46,290 for four shops, two flats 
and 26 houses on Woodhouse estate. 

Blackpool.—Plans submitted to BC: Eight houses at 
College-ave. for J. H. Smythe, Anchkorsholme Hall; 13 
houses and garages at Inver-rd. and Kylemore-ave., for 
R. Fielding & Son, Stanhope-rd. 

Bury.—TC approved plans for new church at 
gma estate, for RC Authorities, Diocese of 
Salford. 

Carlisle.—Carlisle Citadel stafion is to get a new 
roof and the electric lighting installation (now life 
expired) is to be renewed. The work, which is 
expected to begin next summer, will cost over 
£200,000. 

Chadderton.—Ferranti, Ltd., propose development 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


CHAIN LINK FENCING 
The Chain Link Fencing Association have 
announced that the chain link fencing premiums 
have been advanced by 3% points with effect from 
December 14. 











_ land opposite Avenue Works, by erection of office 
block. 

Crewe.—IC approved erection of 24 bungalows for 
aged at Wistaston Green estate. 

Cumberland.—CC to convert Derwent Lodge, Pap- 
castle, into old people’s hostel.—CC seek Home Office 
approval for proposed fire stn. at Egremont.—Plans 
prepared for health centres at Penrith (£9,000) and 
Whitehaven (£10,000). Cty. A, J. H. Haughan, 15, 
Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Darlaston.—UDC approved revised layout for erec- 
tion of 100 dwellings in Foundry-st. area. 

Darlington.—TC to proceed with building of 66 
houses. Plans by Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm. 

Durham.—Durham Coal Brd. to construct central 
coal washery to deal with 160 tons an hour at West 
Auckland. 

Duarham.—Durham Div. Coal Brd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, plan erection of medical treatment centres at 
further nine collieries. Board’s Architects’ Dept., 
Ashfield Tower, Kenton-rd., Gosforth. 

Gateshead.—Corp. plan to build 600 houses next 
year. Plans by BS&A. 

Iikeston.—BC to invite tenders for 112 houses in 
1954 programme. 

Morpeth.—Plans in hand for extensions to St. 
George’s Mental Hospital include an admission villa, 
two parole villas and two convalescent villas. Archi- 
tect, P. K. Knighton, Newcastle-on-Tyne Regional 
Hospital Brd., Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Tyne Tunnel Joint Com. in- 
formed by Min. of Transport that plan for road tunnel 
under Tyne between Jarrow and Howdon will be 
fitted into Government’s roadworks programme. Con- 
sulting E, Mott, Hay & Anderson, London. Cost of 
work est. at £9,000,000. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Kola Kola Mineral Water Co. 
to make alterations and improvements to their fac- 
tory in Benton-rd. Architect, R. H. Gallannaugh, 12, 
Grafton-st., London, W1.—Civil engineering dept. to 
be built in Claremont-rd.. in connection with King’s 
College. Architect, Edwards & Mamby, 52, Eldon- 
pl.—Welfare Com. to build home for old people at 
Kenton Hall, cost £33,000. Plans by City A, G. 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market.—City C to build steel 
transport shed at quayside. Plans by City E, Percy 
Parr.—Buist, Ltd., motor salesmen, to build show- 
rooms in Prudhoe-st. Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick 
& McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.-—Extensions to the workrooms 
and warehouse of Arkay, Ltd., Blenheim-st., havs 
been approved. Architect, M. Gatoff, 25, Trafalgar- 
st., Newcastle.—Plans by S. H. Lawson for altera- 
tions and additions to the Rose and Crown Hotel, 
City-rd., for Sir John Fitzgerald & Co., have been 
approved.—Plans by P. J. Steinlet, Causey House, 
Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for the rebuilding of 
the Apollo Cinema in Shields-rd., for Tyne Pictures, 
Ltd., have been approved.—Plans for a Lloyds Bank 
and offices at 72, Newgate-st. have been approved. 
Architect, C. S. Errington, 46, Grainger-st., New- 
castle.—Plans by Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger House, 
Blackett-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for new public-house 
premises in Redhall-dr., for James Deuchar, L.td., 
have been approved.—Arthur & Kirkup, Swinburne- 
st., Gateshead, have had amended plans approved for 
a_wireworks factory in Brinkburn-st., for United 
Wireworks Co. (steelwork).—Alterations and addi- 
tions are to be made to the Balmoral House Hotel, 
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Westgate-rd., for Sir John Fitzgerald & Co. Archi- 
tect, S. H. Lawson, Emerson-chbrs., Newcastle.—Ex.- 
tensions are to be made by Newcastle Entertainments, 
Ltd., to the Brighton Assembly Rooms, Westgate-rd. 
Architects, Dryden & Shaw, Market-st., Newcastle. 


North Riding.—CC to purchase land at Grove Café, 
Richmond, for proposed branch library. Cty. A, 
H. J. Knowles, County Hall, Northallerton. 


North Riding.—CC expects to begin work next 
summer on £43,000 scheme for police headquarters at 
Whitby. Cty. A, H. J. Knowles, County Hall, North- 
allerton. 

North Riding.—EC received approval for new sch. 
at Eston, cost £110,000, and propose to spend £49,550 
on proposed prim. sch. at Northallerton. Plans by 
Cty. A, County Hall, Northallerton. 

Northwich.—UDC propose erection of 20 dwellinzs 
at Rudheath and Shurlach estate. : 

Nottingham.—TC approved erection of child wel- 
fare centre at Sneinton, £20,323 est. 

Nottingham.—Extensions to Guildhall, £14,500; inf. 
and jun. schs. at Whitegate Vale, Clifton estate, 
£95,340: Deering sec. sch. at Wilford, £162,146 (1953- 
54 programme). 

Oldbury.—TC approved petrol filling stn., three 
houses and two shops at corner Londonderry-rd. and 
Dog Kennel-la., Langley. 

Penrith.—Cumberland CC propose 12 police houses 
at Carlton Hall.—Ross Motors, Ltd., propose petrol 
service stn. and car showrooms. Architect, W. Lan- 
caster, 18, Carleton-dr., Penrith. 

Romney Marsh.—RDC approved layout plan for 10 
bungalows for old people as t phase of new housing 
scheme in Dymchurch, Kent. 

Romney Marsh.—The Ministry of Works has 
approved a civil building licence of £150,000 for the 
construction of the new airport at Ferryfield, Lydd, 
on Romney Marsh, for Silver City Airways, Ltd. 

Rowley Regis.—IC approved plans:—Extensions to 
factory at Hainge-rd., Tividale, for Bacon & Eades & 
Co., Ltd.; extensions to works at Hainge-rd., Tivi- 
dale, for Tested Supring Co., Ltd.; compressor house 
at Triton Works, Woods-la., Cradley Heath, for 
Griffin Woodhouse, Ltd.; extensions at Brook-la., Old 
Hill, for Staffordshire Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; exten- 
sions to existing and erection of new showrooms, 
petrol pumps, car storage shed, etc., at Station-rd., 
Old Hill, for Arthur Brook (Cars), Ltd. 

Scarborough.—TC to spend £66,700 on sea defenc 
works and Government grant being sought. BE, 
H. V. Overfield. 

Sheffield.—EC appointed Hadfield, Cookwell & 
Davidson, 279, Glossop-rd., Sheffield 10, as architects 
for proposed King Egbert sec. tech. sch. for girls, 
£225,000, est. in 1954 programme. 

Skipton.—RDC propose erection of following houses 
in 1954 programme: 44 at Glusburn, 12 at Gargrave. 

South Shields.—TC to build about 600 houses in 
1954 in addition to about 20 shops.—BE, John Reid, 
prepared tentative proposals for six shops at Horsley 
Hill-sq.—Council’s scheme for health centre at Bol- 
don-la. will cost about £78,000.—Essoldo Circuit 
(Control), Ltd., have obtained site in Horsley Hill 
area for proposed cinema.—G. T. Brown & Son, 53, 
Fawcett-st., Sunderland, architects for proposed medi- 
cal treatment centre at Harton Colliery, for NCB.— 
R. Collins, Russell-bldgs., King-st., architect for shop, 
oo and flat in Prince Edward-rd. East, for F. R. 

oat. 

South Shields.—TC is considering proposal to build 
communal hall and club in Boldon-la., cost £29,000; 
and ~— | ceed flats, cost £17,000. Plans by 

eid. 

Spennymoor.—S. E. Dykes-Bower, Quendon-court. 
Quendon, Essex, to prepare scheme for restoration of 
St. Paul’s Church, Spennymoor. 

_ Stafford.—TC_ approved new public-house at _junc- 
tion of Churchill-way/Morton-rd., for William Butler 
& Co., Ltd. 

Stalybridge.—BC approved layout erection of four 
houses at corner Forester-st./Kay-st. Architects, 
Howard & Benson, 88, Mosley-st., Manchester.—Con- 
struction of branch library at Millbrook. Architects, 
Howard & Benson. 

Stockton-on-Teés.—Ashmore, Benson, Pease & Co., 
Ltd., engineers, are to increase the size of the plant 
by 50 per cent. (steelwork). als 

Sunderland.—RDC has received sanction from the 
Ministry to build 16 houses at Silksworth at a cost of 
£17,126, and six at East Herrington at a cost of 
£7,695. Plans by-the S, C. Emmerson, Council Offices, 
The Esplanade, Sunderland. ; 

Sunderland.—TC considering erection of blocks of 
flats four- or five-storeys high near Adelaide-pl. Boro’ 
A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd. 

Tynemouth.—MoE approved plans by BE, 16, 
Northumberland-sq., North Shields, for proposed 
Monkhouse prim. sch. 

Upholland.—UDC propose erection of 70 houses 
and 24 flats along Higher-la. S, J. T. Iball. 

Urmsten.—UDC approved layout for 28 houses and 
10 bungalows at Jack-la.,-and 28 houses at Moss 
Vale-rd.—Approved plans: New factory at Nash-rd., 
Trafford Park, for Victor Blagden, Ltd. Factory for 
chemical products at Mosley-rd., Trafford Park, for 
Brotherton & Co., Ltd.; laboratory at Trafford Wharf- 
rd.. for Esso Petroleum Co., Ltd. 

Warrington.—BC propose high sch. for girls at 
Loushers-la. Plans by BE, J. Y. Hughes. 

Warrington.—Liverpool Reg. Hospital Brd. approved 
adaptation of Winwick Admission Hospital for use of 
tuberculosis mental patients, £10,000 est. 

Warsop.—Notts UDC to negotiate tender for 
further 0 houses and bungalows at Sherwood-st. 

Wellingborough.—Northants CC approved revised 
plans and estimate of £12,950 for extensions and adap- 
tations at ‘‘ Westlands.’’ 

Wentworth Woodhouse.—Additional work at Lady 
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Mabel College of Physical Education, for West Riding 
EC, including alterations, new sewage plant, and 
sports grounds, £13,339. 

West Hartlepool.—TC to discuss with local Chamber 
of Trade establishment of centre on Owton 
Manor estate. Estate layout provides for cinema, 
branch library, health centre, four police houses and 
24 shops. «a 

West Hartlepool.—TC Town Planning and Rede- 
velopment Com. approved plans for eight shops, eight 
maisonettes and seven houses on Owton Manor estate. 
—Kingsley & Phillips, Lambton House, Lambton-rd., 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne, appointed quantity sur- 
veyors by TC for pro coed so in Balmoral-rd., in 
succession to late Mr. Duns. 

Workington. pepo Westfield Housing Assoc. 
formed by United Steel Companies and Distington 
Engineering Co., plan erection of another 46 houses 
on south side of town. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
¢t Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
j Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denese accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments 


Atherstone.—Houses for RDC at Ansley Common 
site: *E. Rooms, Coppice-corner, Dordom, Poles- 
worth Staffs, £40,178: *A. Purshouse & Sons, Ltd., 
Rockery-st., Wednesfield, £26,182; *Healey & Cope, 
6, Red Deeps, Nuneaton, £19,814; *A. W. Clay, 
Bungalow, Barwell, £12,236. 

Atherton.—104 dwellings at Atherton, for UDC. 
J. C. Prestwich & Sons, architects, Bradshawgate- 
chbrs., Leigh, Lancs: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Corona- 
tion-bldgs., Little Hulton, Walkden, £129,166. 

Rillericay.—Six bungalows, Basildon-dr., Laindon, 
fot UDC:— 

Dyke Harrisson, Ltd., Navigation-rd., Chelms- 


ford pe AS .. £7,970 
R.O.D. Construction Co. , 60, Balgores-la., 

Romford a ve <«  anee 
Cartwright, “Rolski & Croney, Bemtet.. 

Vee .. 7,499 
. 2. Stubbs & Son, « Langham,” High- 

rd., pte 08 . ; -. Sat 


Sirmingham.—Erection ‘of umeeey at. at Bordesley 
Groat, for EC: *Anglo-Scottish Co., Ltd., London, 

8 

Bowland.—({1) 16 houses and eight flats at Grindle- 
ton, near Clitheroe; (2) roads and sewers, for RDC. 
$. Taylor, Son & Platt, F&ARIBA, 60, Manchester- 
rd., Burnley: *Gregory Housing, Ltd., 37, Hope-st., 
Liverpool. 

Canterbury.—Erection of 12 old people’s bunga- 
lows on the London-rd. estate, for City C. Hugh 
Wilson, ARIBA, City A: *K. A. Hawkes, Ltd., 
Birchington, £10,596. 

Chester.—New building at Cattle Market, for TC: 
*J. Roddy, Ltd., Chester, £9,861. 

Darlington.—Erection of proposed Firth Moor cty. 
prim. sch. (280 places), for EC. Boro’ A, E. A. 
Tornbohm: *F, —— erd & Son, Ltd., York, £48,000. 

Derby.—Houses for BC at Breadsall estate. | 300 
““No Fines ’’: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, 
£383,018; 14 houses and three flats at ‘Mayfield-rd., 10 
houses at Windyridge site and four houses at St. 
Andrew’s View: *A. Parkin & Sons, Ltd., £21,387, 
£12,954 and £5,188; four shops and eight flats at 
Roosevelt-ave.: *C. Hammersley, The Chase, Little 
Eaton, Horsley, £18,297; 60 houses at Chaddesden 
Hall: *Direct Labour, £76,258. 

Gateshead.—Small alterations to Mount Pleasant 

Workmen’s Social Club, Cromwell-st. Architects, 
Arthur & Kirkup, 13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead: *R. J. 
Dodds, Chandos-st., Gateshead. 
_Glasgow.—Erection of 48 houses and six shops at 
Toryglen Development scheme. Archibald G. Jury 
(FP), Hsg. A, Glasgow Cross, Glasgow: *Sir John 
Train & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, Cl 

Gosforth.—Erection of two-storey flats on the 
Sg Farm estate, for UDC: *R. Bowey & Son, 

Back Raby-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Keighley.—18 bungalows at Durrance-st. estate, 16 
2t Raglan-st. estate, and 12 at West-la. estate: *Ernest 
Turner, Ltd., Bradford-st., Keighley, £42,755. 

Kensington.—Erection of 20 flats on the sites of $i, 
12 and 13, Colville-gdns., and 14-17, Colville-sq., for 
BC. tRichard Costain, Ltd., £36,467 

Kidderminster.—24 houses and flats at Queen-st., 
for TC: *Reema Construction Co., Ltd., Salisbury, 
Wilts, £28,816. 

Kilmarnock.—Erection of 30 houses for Corp. N. S. 
Sutherland, FIAA&S, architect, Municipal Offices, 
Kilmarnock. Excavation, brick, building and allied 
works: *M. Munro & Co., Ltd., Kilmarnock, £14,138. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works: *James Cook, 
Ltd., Irvine, £9,261. Steel. windows and casements 
and allied work: *The Crittall Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., Glasgow, £947. Plaster, lathing, cement and 
allied works: *William Shaw, Irvine, £4,077. Floor 
finishing and allied works: *Neuchatel Asphalting Co., 
Ltd., Glasgow, £579. Plumbing, sanitary engineering 
and allied works: *Robert MacFarlane, Ltd., Kilmar- 
nock, £5,127. Electrical fittings, installation and allied 
works: *W. F. Nelson, Kilmarnock, £1,630. Roof 
tiling, roughcasting and allied works: *Robert Rabie 
& Sons, Ltd., Irvine, £2,570. Painting, decorating 
and allied works: Cook & Walker, Ltd., Kilmarnock. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new Leshheld Halls, 
to be erected at Craigbank-rd., Larkhall. *Andrew 
MacCracken & Co., Ltd., 67, Silverhill-rd., Larkhall. 

Leeds,—110 dwellings at Tinshill estate, foe Te: 
*West & Sons (Leeds), Ltd., 34, Lincoln-rd., Leeds 9. 
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{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended December 12:— 


Civil Engineering: Stanley Hugh Leach, Ltd., 231, 


Yeading-la., Hayes, Middx.; Wm. Sindall, Ltd., 
Gloucester-st., Cambridge. Construction of paved 
areas, etc.: ” Allweather Mechanical Grouting Co., 


Ltd., 47, Victoria-st., London, SW1. Building work: 
Farrans, Ltd., 78, Mount-st., London, WI; F. & D 
Lucas, 147, Castle-st., Salisbury, Wilts. < ‘Se. & 2. 
Simons, Ltd., Gordon-rd., West Bridgeford, Notts. 
Painting work: F. Parkinson, Ltd., Mowbray-dr., 
Blackpool; Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Lid., Navigation- 
st., Wolverhampton; M. A. Appleton (Contractors), 
Ltd., 22, -Bilston-st., Wolverhampten; G. E. Wallis 
& Sons, Ltd., 25, Boscowen-st., a. Cornwall; 
os Coles, Ltd., 6/13, Bath-st., outh, Devon; 
R. P. Singleton, 15A, Alma- rd., inton; Baxter 
Bros. (1920), Ltd., Collingwood- bidgs., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne; Geo. Jones & Son (Contractors), Ltd., 91, 
Everton-rd., Everton, Liverpool; Donald Humber- 
stone & Co. as eae, North Somercotes, Louth, Lincs.: 
Hawkins & Holmes, Hunter-st., Cadoxton, Barry, 
Glam.; G.H.L. (Painters), Ltd., Wolverhampton-st.. 
Dudley, Worcs.; Simecock & Usher, Ltd. Surfacing 
work: Penmaenmawr & Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., 


Ltd., Water-st., Liverpool. General maintenance 
work: C. H. Batten, 20, Marshfield-rd., Alcombe 
Minehead, ls 


London (British Railways).—The following contracts 
have been placed by British Railways (London Mid- 
land Region):— 


Offices, workshops and stores at the south end 
carriage sidings, Longsight: *Normanton Jones & Co., 
Ltd., 167, Plymouth-gr., Manchester 13. Bored piling 
for Walmsley & Smith’s warehouse at Devonshire 
Dock, Barrow: *The Pressure Piling Co. (Northern), 
Ltd., 6, Winckley-sq., Preston. Heating and domes- 
tic hat-water services in the staff amenities at Walsall 
motive power depot: *G. N. Haden & Sons, Ltd., 
24, St. Paul’s-sq., Birmingham. Renewal of engine 
shed roof, new pavings and alterations to pits at 
Walsall motive power depot: *Edward Wood & Sons, 
Ltd., Park-st., Derby. Temporary strengthening of the 
main shed roof with tubular scaffolding at Curzon-st. 
Goods Depot, Birmingham: ‘*Scaffolding (Great 
Britain), Ltd., 28, Pickford-st., Birmingham 5. Altera- 
tions to existing steelwork at the electric locomotive 
depot, Reddish: *Samuel Butler & Co., Ltd., Albion 
Works, Stanningley, Leeds 


The following contracts have been placed by British 
Railways (Scottish Region):— 

Reconstruction of Forres station: *D. Ross & Sons, 
Ltd., Forres. Reconstruction of Forres station plat- 
form: *Webster, Bannerman & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 
Repair of Esplanade wall at -Newton-on-Ayr: *Wm. 
Govan & Sons, Ltd., Prestwick. 5—200 hp diesel 
hydraulic shunting locomotives: *The North British 
Locomotive Co., Ltd., Glasgow. One 6 ft. 3 in. 
heavy duty wheel lathe for St. Rollox Works, Glas- 
gow: *The Scottish Machine Tool Corp., Ltd., John- 
stone. Repairs to pier at Stranraer Harbour: 
*McKean & Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow. 

LCC.—Reinstatement of war damage, etc., to bays 
14 to 46 at Stamford Hill depot. 


J. A. Tyler & Sons, Ltd., "Kensington .. £32,660 
R. Dixon & Sons, Chelsea “+. ao 
Douglas Grant & Partners, EC2.... 31,117 
J. Murphy & Sons, Ltd., Islington .. 31,093 
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*John Mather (Builders), Ltd., Finsbury 29,053 
(Subject to the award of a starting date.) 
LCC.—Reinstatement after war damage of Brook 
general ambulance station, Greenwich. 
William Mills & Sons, Ltd., Greenwich .. £22,896 
Hunter & Clark (Southern), "Ltd., Battersea 22,019 
R. J. Truscott, Ltd., Forest Gate .. 21,180 


Bernard Sunley & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 20,856 
J. & R.. Rooff, Ltd., Plaistow 20,030 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., "Woolwich ty 19,837 
Greenaway & Son, ‘Ltd., Camberwell 19,837 
*Kerridge (Cambridge), Lid., ‘Cambridge 18,981 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £19,200. 
LCC.—Construction of 48 flats in two six-storey 
blocks, a terrace of four houses and other work on 


the extension to the Champion Hill (No. 1) site, 
Camberwell. 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham . . £142,251 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington .. 142,222 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 

Cheam ie 141,621 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich 137,385 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 136,710 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster . 136,666 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon .. 133,807 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 133,742 
*J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wemble 130,554 


we 
The architect’s comparable estimate is £128,886. 


LCC.—Construction on the Dunelm-st. site, Step- 
78 maisonettes and balcony access flats in 


Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd., Romford £169,000 
Marples, Ridgway & Partners, Ltd., West- 
minster 

Bernard Sunley & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 
R. J. Rowley, Ltd., Tottenham 

Stewart & Partners, Ltd:, St. Marylebone 
A. E. Symes, Ltd., Stratford i. 

Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich... 

Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 154,155 

*Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham. 153,490 

The architect's comparable estimate is £151 434. 
LCC.—Extending Holloway county secondary 

school (Islington North) by the ere¢tion of new 

buildings to provide about another 800 places. 


1 

oy 922 
157,296 

155,016 


E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon .. £236,007 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone. . 230,481 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 228,593 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., g, Woolwich rt 228.313 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Dagenham 228,244 
R. J. Rowley, Ltd., Tottenham A 227,280 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 221,388 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup a .. 220,841 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 219,206 
C. & P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn .. 213,965 
*Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich 209,777 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £217, 992. 
LCC.—Repair of war damage and ancillary works 

at William Penn county secondary school (Camber- 

well, Dulwich). 

J. A. Dumayne & Co., Ltd., Southwark .. £27,543 
Hunter & Clark (Southern), Ltd., Battersea 27,374 


J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Upper Norwood .. 26,895 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Streatham 26,115 
Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Catford 24,840 
Flowitt & Co., Ltd., Merton 24,029 


*Wm. Blood, Ltd., Lambeth > 23,337 
The architect’s comparable estimate is £26, 199, but 
it includes a sum for certain specialist works not 
included in the tender. The firm submitting the 
lowest tender, Wm. Blood, Ltd., is prepared to carry 
out these extra works for £1,051 19s. 3d. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police:— 

Internal cleaning and decorations, 25/29, Green- 
way, Orpington: *Walker Clinging & Co., £518. 

{London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW 
during week ended November 28:— 

Berkshire: A.R.C., Compton, New office and 
adaptations, E. Carter & Sons, Horseshoe-rd., Pang- 
bourne, Berks; Broadmoor Institution, Crowthorne, 
Internal decorations, Geo. Jones & Sons (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., 278, Kensington Church-st., London, W8. 
Derbyshire: Ministry of Supply Depot, King’s New- 
ton, Erection of Buckchurch shedding, Gee, Walker 
& Slater, Ltd., Uttoxeter Old-rd., Derby. Dumbar- 
tonshire (Scotland): Smollett-st., Alexandria, Erec- 
tion of automatic telephone exchange, Dougall & 
Co., Ltd., Glasgow-rd., Dumbarton. Hampshire : 
Middle wench Erection of TRS, A. J. Dunning & 
Sons eyhill), Ltd., Weyhill, Andover, Hants; 
Fe oo ~ Labour, Civic Restaurant e-, Lake-rd., 
Portsmouth, Adaptations for medical board, E. & A. 
Springings, 201, Highland-rd., ne thy 

Kent: Duke of York’s "Royal Military School, 
Dover, Proposed peg eo and alterations to school 
house and ae ee QO. Marx & Son, Ltd., 
153, Sandgate-rd olkestone. Lanarkshire : Whir- 
low-rd., Baillieston, Glasgow, aaes of telephone 
exchange, John Train & Co., 30, George-sq., 
Glasgow, C2. Lancs: P.O. ‘Telephone Exchange, Old- 
ham-rd., Failsworth, Erection of vertical extension, 
Ww. Fearnley & Sons (Salford), Ltd., Eccles he emery 
Salford 5; Post Office T.E., Sefton-st., Whitefiel 
Manchester, Erection of lateral extension, J. Goead 
& Sons, Ltd., Swinton, Manchester. Leicestershire: 


Polish Housing Estate, Melton hey Improve- 
ments to accommodation at site No Edwin Fox & 
Co., Ltd., 6, Evington-st., plese Sussex : 


Eastbourne, Erection of TRS, Walter Llewellyn & 
Sons, Ltd., f Cornfield-ter., Eastbourne 

London (MOW).—Contracts placed during week 
ended December 5:— 

London: Prison Commission, Ducane-rd., Worm- 
wood Scrubs, Ry y of two houses and. external 
works, Geo. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cranleigh Wharf, 
Lady Margaret-rd., Southall, Middx.; Royal Hospital 
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Chelsea, alterations to wards 19 and 21, C.A.S. (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 7, Drayton-gdns., SW10. Middlesex: 
Admiralty Research Laboratory, Bushey Park, com- 
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pletion of building 1.1 and 1.3, Richard Costain, Ltd., 
Dolphin-sq., SW1; Palace of Engineering, North Gate, 
Wembley Exhibition, adaptations to form boiler house, 
George Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cranleigh Wharf, Lady 
Margaret-rd., Southall, Middx. West Lothian (Scot- 
land): Fauld House, erection of CD ‘storage sheds, 
John Wight & Co., Ltd., Dumbryden Works, Slate- 
ford, Edinburgh. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended December 5:— 

Derbyshire: Weatherproofing of huts, Berry Wig- 
gins & Co., Ltd., London, EC4. Cheshire: Lagging, 
Newalls Insulation Co., Ltd., Manchester 12. 
Staffordshire: Painting and decorating, T. E. Talbot, 
Stoke-on-Trent. Monmouthshire: Painting and de- 


corating, N. S. Long, Ltd., Poulton-le-Fylde. Mid- 
lothian: Flooring, T. Boland & Co., Edinburgh. 
Berkshire: Painting and decorating, Fields, Ltd., 
Reading. 


Hampshire: Resurfacing roads, William Rees, Ltd., 
London, SWI. Wiltshire: Painting and decorating, 
Fields, Ltd., Reading. Hampshire: Road repairs, 
Mendip Stone & Concrete Co., Ltd., Frome. Surrey: 
Painting and decorating, Fields, Ltd., Reading. 
Hampshire: Building, L. F. Richardson, Ltd., 
Chichester. Kent: Building, H. W. Collingwood, 
Barham. Hampshire: Painting and_ decorating, 
Fields, Ltd., Reading. Essex: Building, Jas. C. 
Flaxman & Sons, Ltd., Southend. 

Lydd (Kent).—Erection of 12 houses at Park-st., 
Skinner-rd.: *Direct Labour, £17,155. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of old persons’ home 
at Kenton Hall, for City Welfare Com. City A, 18, 
Cloth-market, Newcastle: *J. H. Fisher & Co., Ltd., 
Kenton-la., Newcastle, £26,700. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Work has started on factory 
for United Wire Works, Ltd., Newcastle. Architects, 
Arthur & Kirkup, 13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead: 
*Stanley Miller, Ltd., North-st., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Work will commence shortly 
on a £400,000 brewhouse in Orchard-st., for the 
Northern Clubs Federation Brewery. Architect, J. M. 
Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle: *CWS Building 
Dept., West Blandford-st., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of showrooms and 
offices in Savillé-row, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for the Coal 
Utilisation Council. Architects, Spence & Price, St. 
Mary’s-pl., Newcastle: *J. & W. Lowry, Corporation- 
st., Newcastle. 

Northampton.—Erection of houses, flats and bunga- 
lows at Eastfield, for TC: *Robert Marriott, Ltd., 
Higham-rd., Rushden, £128,294. 

Nottingham.—Extensions to the Guildhall, for TC: 
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*Direct Labour, £14,500; 18 houses and 30 garages at 


Beechdale estate: *J. W. Stamp & Co., Ltd., Bobbers 
Mill, Nottingham, £28,980. 

Penrith.—Reconstruction of offices and showrooms 
at the Corn Market, for the North-Western Electricity 
Brd. Architect, F. E. B. Blanc, FRIBA, St. Andrew’s- 
sq., Penrith: *Robert E. Reay & Son (Penrith), Ltd., 
Harker Yard, Penrith. 

Redcar.—Repair and reconstruction of Redcar sea 
wall, for TC: *G. Dew & Co., Ltd., Main-rd., 
Oldham. 

Sedgley.—69 houses for BC: *Baker Bros., Ltd., 
Kent-st., Upper Gornall. 

Shifnal.—44 houses and 22 bungalows at Green- 
—— for RDC: *Pursehouse & Gregory, Ltd., 
£88,534. 

South Shields.—Erection of additional flats at River. 
dr., for TC. John Reid, BE: *Carruthers & Son, 1, 
Heugh-ter., South Shields, £14,000. 

South Shields.—Erection of seven houses at Simon- 
side, for TC: *Direct Labour, £9,200. 

South Shields.—Erection of four shops and 13 
garages, Henderson-rd., for TC. BE, John Reid: 
*Direct Labour, £13,000. ' 

Stonehouse.—Erection of 64 ‘‘ Space Saving’’ 
houses at the Newfield housing site, for Lanarkshire 
CC. Samuel MacColl (A), Housing A, County-bldgs., 
Hamilton West. Excavation, brick, building and allied 
works: *T. C. Anderson & Co., Ltd., Hamilton, 
£34,359. Carpentry, joinery, ironmongery, glazing and 
allied works: *D. & W. Nimmo, Ltd., Motherwell- 
Wishaw, £25,410. Rooftiling, roughcasting and allied 
works: *William Perrie & Sons, Ltd., Lesmahagow, 
£5,469. Plumbing, sanitary engineering, gasfitting 
and allied works: *Duncan Johnston & Co., Ltd., 
Strathaven, £11,969. Plaster, lathing, cement and 
allied works: *J. & A. Rowatt, Ltd., Larkhall, £2,657. 
Electrical fittings, installation and allied works: *Inglis 
& Brown & Co., Ltd., New Stevenston, £2,788. 
Painting, decorating and allied works: *Alexander 
McCracken, Hamilton, £2,169. 

Sunderland.—Work is in hand on shop alterations 
in Blandford-st., for Granthams, Ltd., furnishers. 
Architects, Stephenson & Gillis, Saville-chbrs., North- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. Matthews & Co., Villiers- 
st., Sunderland. 

Urmston.—44 dwellings at Woodsend estate, for 
UDC: *J. Maunders & Sons, Ltd., Barton-rd., Stret- 
ford, £59,753; 14 shops and 15 maisonettes: *Hum- 
phrey Park Estates, Ltd., Humphrey-la., Urmston, 
£52,786. 

Warrington.—Erection of houses at Orford estate, 
for BC: *Osborne & Co. (Warrington), Ltd., Thelwall 
New-rd., £42,589 (34); *D. Cooper, Ltd., Clarence- 
e Warrington, £34,624 (26 houses and one bunga- 
ow). 

Westminster.—Erection of a block of flats and 
ancillary works on the sites of Nos. 41-43, Ebury 
rts g om tTaylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., 
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